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The best garage 
is a safe one 



Security, convenience & reliability 


When it comes to remote controlled 
rolling garage door systems, Essati is a 
leader in innovation and quality. 

Since 1995 Essati has been an inventive roller 
shutter garage door company catering for the 
needs of the residential market place. 


In 2006 Essati introduced the insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door system, a sleek and beautiful 
modern rollerdoor of superior quality, conveniently 
operated by a small hand held key fob. This 
system combines security, convenience and 
reliability, with a beautiful stylish door of infinity, 
and it's completely maintenance free! 


ESSATI 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
01622 765993 


Remote controlled insulated aluminium rolling garage door 
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Venues of delight or 
despair; the bizarre 
grip of our hospitals 


ALL of life happens between the 
walls of a hospital. 

More often than not we’re born there, 
we see our children emerge within its 
walls, and we weep as we watch our 
loved ones breathe their last. 

They can go from cathedrals of joy 
and delight to tombs of misery and 
desolation. 

As a consequence, communities 
grow deeply attached to the sites and 
it’s easy to see why. 

Sometimes, major changes to them 
can be positive. It is, after all, highly 
unlikely we will ever see the 
multi-million rebuild of 
Pembury Hospital again, for 
example. The former 
workhouse’s transformation 
into a gleaming high-tech 
arena where the long wards 
were replaced with private 
rooms, was welcomed by 
pretty much everyone. 

Yet, as Canterbury 
will experience, the 
debate over 
whether the Kent 
& Canterbury 


Hospital should leave its existing site 
altogether to be replaced with 
housing, is one which will split the 
community over the years to come. 
You can read the details of the 
proposals on our news pages. 

And while that debate begins, 
those over the thorny issues of live 
animal exports and fracking are 
dusted off once more. The resump¬ 
tion of exports from Ramsgate left 
many fuming, while a number of 
major wildlife groups have united to 
insist there are tight restrictions on 
what seems to be the unstoppable 
arrival of fracking to our 
shores. 

Inside we look at both 
issues in-depth once more. Be 
sure to let us know where 
you stand on all of them. 

And finally, we meet a man 
who in 1939 left the comfort of 
his home to be evacuated to 
Tunbridge Wells. Some 
75 years later we 
look at where it 
all began. Enjoy 
your weekend. 
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Save up to £2,000 with Britelite's fantastic new 

SCRAPPAGE 


SCHEME 


PLUS 


45 % 

OFF 

ALL WINDOWS 
t. THIS SPRING , 


FITTED AS STANDARD 


A Britelite window is the most beautiful addition you can make to your 
home. Britelite windows will even add value to your property when the time 
comes to sell. Save £££'s off your heating bill with our high performance 
Triple Glazed windows. A Britelite window will perfectly complement 
your home and what's more, we fit Triple Glazing as standard. We 
recycle 95% of the windows we remove when fitting our new Triple 
Glazing, which allows us to offer an additional scrappage discount. 

Showrooms throughout the 
South East of England 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 

V 


list price for orders placed by midnight 30/3/2014. 
Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. 


Call 


See website for full addresses 


0800 5070 


Visit our website for a online quote 

www.windows.co.uk 


t Terms & conditions apply. Details available on request. 
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Could hospital move out 
to make way for housing? 



HOSPITAL: NHS trust put forward plan to move Kent & Canterbury Hospital to smaller, modern, site 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


HEALTH chiefs are considering 
proposals to sell-off the site of the 
Kent & Canterbury Hospital and 
move to a modern, yet smaller 
purpose-built site elsewhere in the 
city. 

While no decision has yet been 
made, the East Kent Hospitals 
University NHS Foundation Trust, 
which runs the hospital, says it has 
suggested to Canterbury City 
Council the site be considered as 
part of the authority’s Local Plan, 
which sets out housing objectives 
over the coming years. 

The sprawling hospital site - 
which was first opened in 1937 
and boasts 237-beds - occupies a 
prime site south of the city. 

Health officials insist even if the 
plan to close down the site was 
given the go-ahead, it was 
committed to providing a “like-for- 
like” site in the district. 

Any changes are unlikely to be 
fast however, with any potentially 
move some ten to 20 years off. 

The NHS trust said: “The 
existing Kent & Canterbury site has 
a number of limiting factors such 
as potential room for growth and 


better and more direct access to 
road networks. 

“The buildings on site are up to 
75 years old and require signifi¬ 
cant investment and on-going 
maintenance. 

“The trust therefore remains 
interested, and engaged, in the 
opportunities that could emerge 
through the Canterbury Local Plan 
process and contributing to the 
wider possible benefits that could 
emerge. 

“To safeguard the best possible 


opportunity, the trust has had 
discussions with Canterbury City 
Council to express a potential 
interest in any future allocation of 
land at south Canterbury. If the 
trust was to relocate off of the 
existing site we would be replacing 
services like for like, all be it for a 
potentially smaller site due to 
modern building efficiencies and 
better space planning. 

“We are committed to retaining 
a hospital in Canterbury. 

“The trust recognises the 


importance of the hospital to the 
community of Canterbury and 
surrounding areas and has always 
been committed to ensuring its 
future. The trust routinely explores 
opportunities to ensure the best 
possible facilities are available for 
patient care and in doing so 
reviews the investment and capital 
needs to effectively plan for its 
future.” 

Local Conservative MP Julian 
Brazier said the plans were 
“potentially good news”. 


Family face up to fears son 
may have drowned in river 


Cruel conman tricked 
cash out of passers-by 
with fake sob stories 


A CRUEL conman who used an array of 
sob stories to trick kind strangers out of 
money - normally claiming his mother 
had just been involved in a car crash - 
has been jailed for almost a year. 

David Bateman, 39, of Shake¬ 
speare Road, Sittingbourne, was 
jailed for 360 days after pleading 
guilty to five counts of fraud by false 
representation. 

The swindler had approached 
people in the town centre and begged 
them for money, using a variety of 
tall tales. 

In one incident, on December 2 
last year, Bateman ran up to a 
woman in East Street crying and in a 
distressed state. 

He claimed his name was Mark and 
his mother had been in a car accident 
and was in a bad way in hospital. 

He asked his victim for £35 to get 
the train up to London to see her 
and, when she told him she had no 
money, he asked her to use a 
cashpoint. 

His victim refused but as Bateman 
continued crying, she relented and 


took him back to her home to give 
him £25 cash. Bateman then stated 
this was not enough and asked for a 
further £10, but when the woman 
went to get the money out for him, 
changed his mind and said he would 
need another £20 or £30. 

His bewildered victim tried to use 
a nearby shop to get cash back but, 
due to a system error, was unable to 
complete the transaction. 

Bateman said: “I was all happy 
because I thought you was going to get 
the money and now I’m all sad again.” 

Just before the victim walked off, 
she saw Bateman approach another 
person. 

And that was just one of a number 
of similar incidents before police 
arrested him on February 28. 

PC Michelle Rose said: “Bateman 
expertly played to his audience by 
tugging on the heartstrings of kind 
passers-by who did not want to leave 
him in distress. He betrayed their 
trust, leaving them upset and feeling 
foolish when they realised they’d 
fallen for a trick.” 


THE family of a missing 25-year- 
old man say they are giving up 
hope they will ever see him alive. 

A major police hunt for Kieron 
Knowlden, from Tonbridge, has 
been under way since March 1. He 
went missing after a night out. 

CCTV footage - shown to the 
family - shows him staggering 
close to the river bank. He was not 
caught on the next CCTV camera 
prompting fears he may have 


CROOKS have stolen a safe 
containing thousands of pounds 
worth of loose diamonds from 
the village home of an elderly 
woman. 

The victim had been away 
from her home in Stelling Minnis, 
between Folkestone and 
Canterbury for two weeks when 
she returned to find intruders 
had entered her home. It is 
unclear how they gained entry. 


fallen in and drowned. 

As of Friday police continued to 
check waterways around Ton- 
bridge. Earlier in the week divers 
continued to search the River 
Medway. 

His mother, Donna Burchell, said: 
' ‘Nothing can be confirmed until 
they find him, but it would seem he 
has fallen in. We are all totally 
devastated and finding it hard we 
may never see him again.’ ’ 


Among the items reported 
stolen was a distinctive brooch in 
the shape of a dragonfly and two 
loose diamonds. 

Det Con Vanessa Law said: 

“These two diamonds are quite 
specialist and the thieves may 
attempt to sell them on through 
brokers or auction houses. If 
someone is offered them for sale 
and the offenders are nearby, 
please call the police.” 
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PCC offers up £100,000 to community groups 


COMMUNITY projects are being given the chance to 
bid for a share of a £100,000 fund put forward by Kent 
Police and Crime Commissioner Ann Barnes. 

The ‘Commissioner’s Fund’ will give away the cash 
over the course of the next financial year. 

It aims to support the hundreds of unique, communi¬ 
ty-led projects that can make a real difference to safety 
and crime prevention in our towns and villages. 


Voluntary organisations and not for profit groups will 
be able to apply for grants up to £2,000 that demon¬ 
strate a positive impact on a community. 

Applications, which opened this week, must meet 
one or more of the following criteria: Prevent and 
reduce re-offending; support victims of crime; or 
empower local communities to work together to reduce 
crime and anti-social behaviour. 



Rocksalt is top restaurant 
at Taste of Kent awards 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


FOLKESTONE restaurant Rocksalt 
was named Restaurant of the Year at 
the annual Taste of Kent Awards on 
Thursday night. 

At a black tie event at the Kent 
County Showground at Detling, 
local food and drink champions 
Produced in Kent unveiled their list 
of winners. 

Stephanie Durling of Produced in 
Kent said: “We were delighted nearly 
500 local businesses across the coun¬ 
ty were nominated for the awards. 
The battle for first place amongst the 
finalists has hard, with a really tough 
decision for our judges. 

“The standard of products, pro¬ 
duce, shops, pubs and restaurants is 
very high and Kent is firmly becom¬ 
ing established as a foody destina¬ 
tion in the UK.” 

The winners were selected by a 
panel of judges from three finalists, 
who were shortlisted for each award 
category. The original shortlist was 
determined by public nominations. 

Among the winners were: 

Best Kent Juice Producer - Little 
Stour Orchard, Margate; Best Kent¬ 
ish Beer-Genesis Goody Ales, Heme; 


Best Kentish Cider or Perry - Duddas 
Tun Cider, Pine Trees Farm, Dod- 
dington; Best Kentish Wine - Ortega 
2012, Biddenden Vineyards; Kent 
Artisan Food Producer of the Year - 
Kent Fine Foods, Gillingham; Kent 
Butcher or Meat Producer of the Year 
- Court Farm Butchery & Country 
Larder, Hailing; Kent Dining Pub of 
the Year - The Ferry House Inn, 
Sheppey; Kent Farmers Market of the 
Year - Cliftonville; Kent Fishmonger 
of the Year - Mobile Fresh Fish & 
Farm Shop; Kent Local Food Retailer 
of the Year -Macknade Fine Foods, 


Faversham; Kent Restaurant of the 
Year - Rocksalt, Folkestone; Best 
Kent Food Product - 10 ACRE apple 
cider vinegar. 

Produced in Kent is a membership 
organisation dedicated to champi¬ 
oning local food, drink, products 
and services. 

Its board comprises representa¬ 
tives of Kent County Council, Hadlow 
College and its own membership. 

For a full list of all the winners 
from the awards, plus all the latest 
news from the county, see our web¬ 
site - www.kentnews.co.uk. 


PURR-FECT: Chartwellhas a new cat 

Cat keeps final 
Churchill wish 
for Chartwell 


A MARMALADE cat has taken up 
residency at the former home of Sir 
Winston Churchill - as requested in the 
will of the great man himself. 

On leaving their home at Chartwell, 
near Westerham, to the National Trust 
in 1966, the Churchill family requested 
that there would always be a marma¬ 
lade cat named Jock, with a white bib 
and four white socks living in the house. 

The property has always honoured 
this request and this month welcomed 
Jock VI, a seven-month-old rescue 
kitten, to take up the role. 

Jock I was Churchill’s own beloved cat 
- an 88th birthday present in November 
1962 and came from the RSPCA. 

The cat was named Jock after one of 
Churchill’s private secretaries, Sir John 
‘Jock’ Colville. 

A spokesman said: “Jock VI is settling 
into his residency like a cat that’s got 
the cream.” 

The original Jock meant so much to 
Churchill that he attended many 
meetings with him and, rumour has it, 
that meals in the Churchill household 
did not commence until Jock was 
present at the table. The cat was only 
two when Churchill died in 1965, but 
lived on until 1974 at Chartwell and is 
now buried in the property’s pet 
cemetery. 


Top comic confirms 
tiny seaside warm-up 

COMEDIAN Lee Evans is more at home to 
stepping on stage in front of thousands of adoring 
fans - or millions on TV. 

But in May he will be performing in front of just 
a few hundred people at Margate’s Theatre Royal 
as part of a series of warm-up shows ahead of his 
Monstors nationwide tour. It is a tour which 
includes six sell-out shows at the 02 Arena in 
Greenwich. 

Such is the expected demand for tickets for the 
one-off ‘work in progress’ show on May 18, they 
will be selected by ballot from those registering 
in advance on the theatre’s website. Tickets for the 
show cost £25. 

Pam Hardiman, Theatre Royal’s programme 
manager, said: “We are thrilled - this is a big deal 
for Thanet.” 

To clampdown on ticket touts, all tickets must be 
collected at the box office with buyers requiring 
to show ID to gain entry. Registration for the ticket 
ballot closes March 21. 


Just when will rail line 
once again be open? 

RAIL chiefs admit they don’t yet know when the 
Tonbridge to Hastings line will fully re-open after 
a series of landslides blocked the busy route. 

It had been hoped the line would be ready 
earlier this month, but within hours of commuters 
expecting to use the line again, Network Rail - 
which administers rail infrastructure - declared it 
out of use. 

The route takes in Tunbridge Wells and High 
Brooms and is a busy commuter route into 
London. 

In a statement, Network Rail said: “Further 
movement of the landslip has undermined the 
repair work already completed and means that 
additional strengthening work is now needed 
before trains can run. 

“This area is still not safe and engineers are 
investigating the causes of the continued ground 
movement. Until the results are known we can’t 
predict the work required or how soon the line 
will re-open.” 


Town pays tribute to 
its former leader 

JOHN Spare, the former leader and mayor of 
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, has died. He 
was 88. 

The Conservative politician was a well-known 
figure in the town and is credited with the creation 
of the North Farm Industrial Estate and the Royal 
Victoria Place shopping complex. 

First elected to the council in 1953, he served 12 
years as leader between 1980 and 1992. 

But to many generations he was best known as 
a teacher. He served for 33 years at St John’s 
Primary School and saw thousands of youngsters 
pass through the school. 

He made an OBE for his work in the community 
in 1994 - receiving the honour from Prince 
Charles at a ceremony taking at Buckingham 
Palace. 

Mr Spare died at the Hospice in the Weald. He 
had been admitted after suffering a fall at his 
home in Langton Green a week before. 

He leaves behind wife Pam and two sons. 
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What will make next week’s headlines... 


Golden girl’s open-top 
victory journey home 


Attempt to visit all 179 of 
Southeastern^ stations 


WINTER Olympics star Lizzy 
Yarnold will be given a hero’s 
welcome when she returns to her 
home town on Friday, with an 
open-top bus ride. 

Hundreds are set to line the route 
to catch a glimpse of the gold-medal 
winning skeleton star when she 
returns to West Kingsdown. 
Starting at 10.45am from the 


Sevenoaks District Council offices, 
it then calls at a number of schools, 
as well as shopping centre Blighs 
Meadow, as it travels through 
Otford, Eynsford, Brands Hatch and 
eventually West Kingsdown when 
it call into the local primary school 
just after 2.30pm. 

Team GB’s only gold winner at 
the Sochi 2014 Games in Russia 



has become a national star since 
sealing her success last month. 

Her father was this week on hand 
to welcome into service a special 
gold bus unveiled by Arriva to 
mark her success on the ice. 


MOST commuters can’t bear the 
thought of making one journey, 
but this week someone will 
attempt to visit all 179 stations on 
Southeastern’s rail network to set 
a new record time. 

Adam Fisher is no stranger to 
such endeavours - he has 
completed similar challenges on 
the London Underground, New 
York subway system and other 


rail networks around the world. 

His bid will begin on Monday 
and hopes it will take less than 
two days. It will take in all 
mainline services around Kent 
and East Sussex and the metro 
route around London, in 
addition to the high-speed 
route to St Pancras. 

See page 12 for more news 
on Southeastern. 


also 


Charity shop set to open 


Vote for Monopoly town 


Birthday for Bluewater 


Proms tickets on sale 

TICKETS go on sale on Monday for the 
grand finale of Rochester’s hugely popular 
Castle Concerts series. 

The Proms will round off a string of 
shows on July 19. 

A reformed UB40 will play the night 
before, with tickets already sold out. 


CHILDREN’S hospice chYps opens a new 
charity shop in Camden Road, Tunbridge 
Wells, on Thursday 

The charity provides end-of-life, cancer 
and respite care to seriously ill babies, 
children and young people in their own 
homes across Kent. 


VOTING closes on Monday night to 
nominate a Kent town to appear as a future 
version of classic board game Monopoly 
One of Tunbridge Wells, Maidstone, 
Rochester, Canterbury, Ramsgate or Dover 
will be selected by public vote. Email your 
choice to kent@winningmoves.co.uk. 


BLUEWATER will be spending the week 
celebrating its 15th birthday 
Doors at the enormous shopping 
complex opened for the first time on March 
16, 1999, after a three-year construction 
period. It currently employs more than 
7,000 people. 



■fisar 


c Homeleigh 

www.homeleighgroup.co.uk * * 

‘YOUR LOCAL TIMBER &. BUILDERS MERCHANT’ 


NEW BRANCH: 
Ashford Road, High Halden, 
TN26 3BP 
Tel: 01233 850075 


Early Spring Offers... Thinking ahead to those outdoor projects 

WOODFORD (Landscape branch) 01580 892733 STAPLEHURST 01580 892037 MAIDSTONE 01622 791111 


Softwood Railway Sleepers 

5+ rate £12.99 each +VAT or single rate £ 14.99 +VAT 


Fencing 

from £15.50 +vat each 
(when you buy 5 or more) 


£46.00 +VAT (bulk bags) 
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NATIONAL BED 
MONTH OFFERS 


This March All 1 


Great Choice Great Value 




Gold Siena 

Latex over 1400 pocket 
spring divan set. 

King size RRP £1399 


Event 

£899 


Plus Free 4 free drawers 


Save 

£400 


Ortho Collection 

Backcare Supreme 135cm 
Firm 2 + 2 drawer divan set 
MRP £879 


Now 

£499 


£384J 

ONE ONLY” EX-DISPLAY 


Save 


Event 

£799 


Many famous brands in store including Parker Knoll ® 


Sherborne 






of Canterbury 


www.nasons.co.uk 


FURNITURE & BED CENTRE 

MAYNARD ROAD, WINCHEAP 
CTI 3RQT.0I227 463 550 


Save 

£400 


|^lus^Jree^drawers^ 


t 


Pocket Milano 

Extra durability and support, 
pocket spring divan set. 

King size MRP £1299 


OUR KNOWLEDGEABLE SALES STAFF 
ARE ON HAND TO DISCUSS OVER 50 
BEDS WITHIN BOTH STORES. 


Save up to 50% on 
famous brand Beds 
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Just days after resuming at Ramsgate, livestock transportation is in the news again, writes Sarah Linney 


A FARMER and represent¬ 
ative of the National 
Farmers’ Union has 
called for a more rational 
debate over live animal 
exports, just days after the controver¬ 
sial trade resumed from Ramsgate. 

Frank Langrish, who rears sheep 
and cattle in Rye, just over the county 
border in East Sussex, insists that a 
lot of animals spend many hours in 
lorries travelling across the UK to and 
from the major cattle markets yet 
campaigners only get worked up 
about the live export trade to the Con¬ 
tinent. 

Two lorries carrying live sheep 
boarded the MV Joline ferry, owned by 
Dutch company Barco de Vapor, at 
about 10am on Monday as some 50 
demonstrators descended on the port 
to vent their anger. 

Exports have been taking place 
from Dover since May last year, but 
with the berth used out of action - for 
maintenance - the operator returned 
to Thanet. 

It is not known how long exports 
will continue from Ramsgate or how 
often they will run. Forty-six vehicles 
carried animals to the Continent 
between May 1 and September 5 last 
year through Dover. 

The move comes less than two 
weeks after the High Court ruled that 
Thanet council had acted unlawfully 
in banning live exports from the port 
in 2012, following the death of more 
than 40 sheep. 

Despite the anger, NFU spokesman 
Frank Langrish, 61, a sheep and cat¬ 
tle farmer, said he could not under¬ 
stand why live exports were more ob¬ 
jectionable than any other method of 
transporting animals. 

“Thousands of animals cross from 
Ireland every week. It is no different 
from that,” he said. 

“Every day in the UK you have prob¬ 
ably got half a million animals and 
birds moving. 

“Sheep are taken across this coun¬ 
try for slaughter, which could involve 
up to a seven-hour drive. 

“Most sheep from Ashford market 
will go to Wales or northern England 
to be slaughtered because there aren’t 
the facilities down here. So why don’t 
people protest outside the market?” 

He denied that the journeys were 
distressing for animals. 

He said: “Anything that crosses the 
national boundary has to be inspect¬ 
ed by a vet 24 hours before the ani¬ 
mals travel, and then the loading 
itself is supervised by animal-health 
inspectors. Some of the trucks will be 
inspected again at the port. 

“What happened in 2012 was one 
issue among thousands. Most farm¬ 
ers take good care of their animals 
- you are dealing with something 
that is valuable. 

“Sheep are desert animals. They 
only drink water occasionally and 
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IN A STORM: The MV Joline, owned by the Dutch company Barco de Vapor, carried two sheep lorries on Monday 

Sheep farmer calls 
for open debate on 
live animal exports 



they are ruminants who go long peri¬ 
ods without food. 

“The abattoirs in Europe are often 
of a far higher standard than ours, 
and few of the animals are slaugh¬ 
tered straight away. Some of them are 
store sheep, which means they go 
over to be fattened. 

“People see this as a crusade to try 
to protect the animals, just because 

k k People see this as 
crusade to protect the 
animals, just because 
they are going on a 
nice little boat ride. 
There is an awful lot of 
rubbish talked... ff 


Frank Langrish, 

Sheep and cattle farmer 


BAN: 

Making 
his view 
clear on 
exports 


they are going on a nice little boat 
ride. It’s such an emotive sub¬ 
ject, but there is an awful lot of 
rubbish talked and very few ac¬ 
curate statements.” 

One of the most high-profile 
campaigners fighting the trade 
in Kent has been Ian Driver, 
Green Party councillor and pro¬ 
spective parliamentary candi¬ 
date for Thanet South. He called 
the trade “barbaric” and “medie¬ 
val in its concept”. 

Speaking as exports resumed this 
week, he said: “It’s unnecessary. 
Surely the animals could be slaugh¬ 
tered here without having to put up 
with that dreadful journey. 

“The animals are in awful, over¬ 
crowded conditions. It is hard for 
them to get water or food - they are 
cold in the winter and in the searing 
heat in the summer. 

“We have got to get the European 
Union to change its laws. This can’t 
carry on. 

“I have nothing against farming 


and farmers, but the industry does 
have a side people need to be made 
aware of.” 

Ian Burchill is chairman of Kent 
Action Against Live Exports, a volun¬ 
tary organisation that campaigns 
against live exports from Dover, 
Ramsgate and Ipswich. 

The organisation monitors when 
live exports are to take place and lets 
its members know so they can protest. 

“The government inspectors have 
to check just 30 per cent of lorries at 
the port. That is too hit and miss for 
live animals,” Mr Burchill said. 

Mr Burchill and his wife Yvonne 
helped found the organisation 19 
years ago after they moved from 
Yorkshire to Kent. 

“We were surprised that it hap¬ 
pened and that the animals were 
treated so abysmally,” he said. 

“These animals are no different 
from cats or dogs, or other ordinary 
domestic pets. They have feelings, 
they experience fear, trust and love, 
and we should respect that in them.” 

H owever, Phil Stocker, chief 
executive of the National 
Sheep Association, said the 
exports were necessary. 
“We are exporting far fewer live 
animals than 10 years ago, but it is 
still an important part of the market 
and a legitimate trade,” he said. 

“Farmers can get a higher price 
abroad because it is cheaper if the 
animals are slaughtered over there. 
Some of the animals are going to pro¬ 
vide halal meat. Others can be given a 
higher value because they can say 
that the animals are the produce of 
the country they are slaughtered in.” 

Despite this, Mr Stocker said it 
would be better for the UK if there 
were no live exports. 

“It would contribute more to the 
economy in this country and probably 
would be beneficial for animal welfare 
as the shorter the journey the animals 
make the better,” he said. 

“For some farmers, taking sheep 
across the Channel is a shorter jour¬ 
ney than going to other parts of the 
UK. I also am in favour of full, honest 
labelling across the EU so people can 
understand what they’re buying.” 

While most sheep go to Belgium, 
Holland and northern France, Mr 
Driver and Mr Burchill said some had 
been traced as far afield as Turkey. 

Mr Stocker conceded that enforce¬ 
ment of regulations across the Conti¬ 
nent was sometimes a problem but 
pointed out that the UK’s continued 
involvement in the trade allowed it to 
push for greater rigour. 

“There is nothing wrong with the 
laws, but there are questions about 
their implementation in some mem¬ 
ber states.” 

He said: “We all want the same 
thing: the highest possible welfare for 
animals.” 


Council to appeal against High Court’s ruling that export ban was ‘unlawful’ 


THANET council has said it will 
appeal the High Court ruling, 
which could leave it liable for up to 
£1.5 million in compensation. 

The council said it had 
suspended live exports from 
Ramsgate for two months in 2012 


“to protect the welfare of animals 
and to protect our staff”. 

The ban was precipitated by a 
disaster in September that year, 
when a lorry carrying 548 sheep 
was stopped by inspectors and 
deemed unfit to cross the Channel. 


A total of 43 were put down or shot 
because a vet found them to be 
severely lame. A loading-area floor 
then collapsed as the sheep were 
being taken off the lorry, and six fell 
into the water. 

Four were rescued by RSPCA 


inspectors, but two were drowned. 

Thomas Lomas, owner of 
Channel Livestock, which exports 
live animals, was given a suspended 
six-month jail sentence at Dover 
Magistrates’ Court last month. 

He had been charged with 


causing sheep to be transported in 
a way likely to cause injury and 
suffering, and failing to ensure the 
animals were transported safely. 

Lomas was also ordered to pay a 
£5,000 fine and the company was 
instructed to pay £14,000 costs. 
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Nature groups’ stark warning 
over fracking water pollution 

To prevent poorly-regulated extraction of shale gas poisoning underground supplies, six influential 
organisations have produced a set of 10 rules to prevent contamination, reports Chris Murphy 


A GROUP of high-profile 
countryside organisa¬ 
tions has warned about 
the potential dangers to 
our environment of 
fracking - the contentious method of 
removing shale gas from the ground. 

A combined statement from the 
Angling Trust, the National Trust, 
the Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds, the Salmon and Trout 
Association, The Wildlife Trusts and 
the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust 
says underground water supplies 
could be affected by the process. 

It says allowing poorly-regulated 
fracking in protected countryside 
and national parks could cause water 
pollution and harm wildlife. 

Kent already has several locations 
licensed for oil and gas drilling. 

Cowden, near Tunbridge Wells, 
has already seen test drilling taking 
place, in 2010, by energy company 
Cuadrilla, the firm behind the drill¬ 
ing at Blackpool believed to have been 
responsible for two minor earth¬ 
quakes, events that forced the Gov¬ 
ernment to put a temporary ban on 
the extraction method. 

The site in Cowden and another in 
Woodnesborough, near Sandwich, 
are already licensed for exploration 
for oil and gas reserves. 

In the Dover and Deal area, plan¬ 
ning applications for exploratory 
borehole drilling to search for meth¬ 
ane at Shepherdswell, Guston and 
Tilmanstone were submitted by 
Coastal Oil and Gas Limited. 

Overwhelming opposition from 
local people meant they were with¬ 
drawn, but they could return. 

Now the countryside groups have 
drawn up a ‘top 10’ of rules to avoid 
contamination of the water table as 
part of their Are We Fit to Frack? report. 

It contains recommendations for 
making fracking safer as the Govern¬ 
ment continues its push to get compa¬ 
nies to apply for licences to explore 
and drill for shale gas. 

RSPB South East conservation of¬ 
ficer Alison Giacomelli said: “We 
would back extraction exclusion 
zones covering the Special Protection 
Areas (SPAs), Special Sites of Scien¬ 
tific Interest (SSSIs) and the National 
Parks such as the South Downs. 

“The effects of fracking in sensitive 
areas on wildlife and the risks of 
water pollution are such that we 
would recommend those areas are 
avoided altogether for exploration.” 

Chemicals used in the exploration 
process could cause pollution of 
ground and surface water, which 
would affect wildlife and drinking- 
water quality, they say. 

Fracking companies such as Cuad¬ 
rilla have long denied any major 
dangers from the process. 
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EMOTIVE ISSUE : A fracking site in America’s New York State and protest signs made by residents protesting at the Cuadrilla drill site in West Sussex 


FRACKING: WHAT IS IT AND WHAT ARE THE DANGERS? 



DEBATE : Cheaper fuel prices but 
at what cost to our environment? 


FRACKING is the process of 
extracting natural shale gas by 
blasting water and rock-dissolving 
fluids into the ground to break 
apart rocks and release the gas. 

It is banned in South Africa and 
France but has taken off in the US. 

So far only exploratory work has 
taken place in this country, but 
fears are that it could lead to 
fracking. 

The Government says it should 
be encouraged and will lead to 
less reliance on unstable countries 
and ultimately cheaper energy bills. 

However, opponents say that 
fracking increases greenhouse- 
gas emissions, contaminates water 
supplies and can cause 
earthquakes. 

Questions have also been 
raised in Kent about whether we 
have enough water to cater for a 
fracking revolution. 


Water is crucial in fracking, but 
Kent is already deemed a “water- 
stressed” county and had an 
official drought in 2012. 

Companies such as Cuadrilla, 
which has a licence to carry out 
exploratory drilling in Kent, says 
its wells are designed with 
stringent safety measures 
and have been examined 
independently by the Health and 
Safety Executive. 

Earlier this year, in an effort to 
offer an incentive to local councils, 
the Government revealed that 
rather than handing over 50 per 
cent of business rates collected 
from fracking projects to central 
coffers, the local authority could 
keep the lot. 

It was seen as a tantalising 
carrot for many councils facing 
financial strain after cuts to their 
budgets. 


THE 10 RULES FROM ‘ARE WE FIT TO FRACK?’ REPORT 


The recommendations contained 
in the report are: 

1 Avoid sensitive areas for wildlife 
and water resources by creating 
shale-gas extraction exclusion zones. 

2 Make Environmental Impact 
Assessments (EIA) mandatory 
for shale-gas extraction proposals. 

3 Require shale-extraction 
companies to pay for a world- 
class regulatory regime. 


4 Prevent taxpayers from 

bearing the costs of accidental 
pollution. 

5 Make water companies 
statutory consultees in the 
planning process. 

6 Require all hydraulic fracturing 
operations to operate under a 
groundwater permit. 

7 Make sure the best available 
techniques (BAT) for mine 


waste management are rigorously 
defined and regularly reviewed. 

8 Ensure full transparency of 
the shale-gas industry and its 
environmental impact. 

9 Ensure monitoring and testing 
of shale-gas operations are 
rigorous and independent. 

"I YA The minimising and regular 
1 \J monitoring of methane 
emissions. 


So, are there 
any alternatives? 

EARLIER this year we spoke to a 
geological consultant who 
outlined an alternative to 
traditional fracking that could go 
a long way to easing concerns - 
and that was switching drilling 
from land to sea. 

Dr Alasdair Bruce, who is also 
a Thanet district councillor, told 
KoS that taking the controversial 
method out to sea could ease 
public resistance and reduce the 
associated risks. 

But he admitted that cost 
restrictions would be the fly in the 
ointment, with offshore drilling 
more expensive than onshore. 

“It may be cost-prohibitive, but 
it’s certainly worth looking at,” he 
told us back in January. 

Dr Bruce, who runs 
consultancy firm RockDoc Ltd, 
said money for incentives should 
not form any part of the debate 
(see ‘what is fracking’ box). 

“If it’s a good thing, then 
incentives aren’t needed. The 
only reason they’re looking at 
fracking at the moment is 
because fuel and gas costs. 

“Were we awash with cheap 
gas from the North Sea we 
wouldn’t even be looking at this 
process, so it’s all cost-driven.” 
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Rail firm eyes 
coastal loop for 
its high-speed 
train services 


By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


C OMMUTERS could get an 
even swifter route to Lon¬ 
don after plans were re¬ 
vealed to introduce changes 
to the high-speed rail route. 
After proving such a hit with trav¬ 
ellers, Southeastern is now examin¬ 
ing an option for a major circular 
route of the county. 

This would mean, for the first time, 
high-speed trains stopping at the 
likes of Birchington-on-Sea, Martin 
Mill and Walmer. 

In addition, there will be an 
increase in the number of seats to ease 
mounting concerns the fast service is 
becoming a victim of its own success. 

The company said the plans to ex¬ 
tend its high-speed services would 
provide more capacity and serve 
more stations on a new coastal loop. 
The headline benefits are: 

■ 698 additional seats from 

Ashford International in the 
morning peak. 

■ 349 additional seats from 

Ebbsfleet International in the 
morning peak. 

■ two additional services from 
Margate and Broadstairs, cre¬ 
ating a half-hourly service. 


■ one additional service from 
Margate and Canterbury West 
at the start of the off-peak. 

■ an off-peak high-speed service 
from Deal, Sandwich, Martin 
Mill and Walmer all day as 
part of a circular service con¬ 
necting Faversham, Ramsgate 
and Dover Priory. 

A spokesman said: “This gives fast¬ 
er journey times to London, direct 
services via Faversham and Dover to 
London and gives Birchington-on- 
Sea, Herne Bay and Whitstable an 
all-day high-speed service. 

“Also direct services between 
Maidstone East and Canterbury West 
will be speeded up, and there will be a 
wider choice of London terminal 
destinations from east Kent stations 
by offering a circular high-speed 
service to St Pancras International.” 

Southeastern also promised a re¬ 
duction in the splitting and joining of 
services at Ashford and Faversham. 

The spokesman said: “As fewer 
trains will split and well be running 
full 12-car trains around the loop in¬ 
stead of splitting them into two six- 
car trains heading for separate desti¬ 
nations, journey times will not be 
extended by the additional station 
stops. We will gain the time it takes to 
couple and separate trains at Ashford 
and Faversham. 


“These proposals would see high¬ 
speed trains stopping at Walmer, 
Martin Mill and Birchington-on-Sea 
for the first time and will guarantee 
the high-speed link to Deal until at 
least 2018.” 

A sharp growth in passenger num¬ 
bers has boosted the urgency of the 
proposal, which is already being 
considered by the Department for 
Transport. It is likely to make a deci¬ 
sion in the not too distant future. 

The company said the plans were 
in response to a significant growth in 
passenger numbers to and from all of 
those stations now compared with 
the year before the high-speed service 
was introduced. 

kk It means direct 
services via Faversham 
and Dover to London 
and gives Birchington- 
on-Sea, Herne Bay and 
Whitstable an all-day 
high-speed service J J 


Southeastern, 

On the proposed coastal loop 



SERVICE: Will a new route bring improvements for coastal passengers? 


It has also seen an increase of 25 
per cent in the number of passengers 
visiting Kent from London and fur¬ 
ther afield. 

R ichard Dean, train services 
director for Southeastern, 
said: “Our proposals for en¬ 
hancing the high-speed serv¬ 
ice are in response to increasing de¬ 
mand and rising passenger numbers. 

“We’ve seen an increase of 60 to 70 
per cent in the number of people 
travelling to and from key stations 
including Ashford, Ebbsfleet, 
Canterbury and Dover since we 
introduced the high-speed trains in 
2009 and we expect this growth to 
continue. 

“These proposals provide new jour¬ 
ney opportunities for our passengers, 
including an all-day off-peak high¬ 
speed service for the Kent coast and 
new direct services between Maid¬ 
stone East and Canterbury West. 
They offer greater choice, more seats 


and more frequent services for rail- 
users in Kent.” 

Linda McCord, of rail watchdog 
Passenger Focus, said: “These pro¬ 
posals are good news for passengers 
travelling to and from Dover, Canter¬ 
bury, Ashford and Ebbsfleet. 

“Southeastern are trying to ad¬ 
dress some of the capacity issues that 
have arisen and we welcome this 
proactive approach.” 

However, the proposals brought 
little good cheer for those in the west 
of the county. 

Bob Barker, the chairman of the 
Tunbridge Wells and District Rail 
Travellers’ Association, told us: “I 
don’t see this new line having any 
impact on this side of the county at all 
although I would always welcome 
anything that may eventually relieve 
congestion on our line.” 

If the Department for Transport 
gives the go-ahead, it is expected that 
the new line and services will run¬ 
ning by December. 


Nature groups unite in fears over fracking water pollution 
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legally protected because of their spe¬ 
cial landscape and wildlife, so it is 
contradictory to allow fracking, 
which potentially affects the coun¬ 
tryside and the important species liv¬ 
ing there.” 

The report is based on a document 
called Hydraulic Fracturing for Shale 
Gas in the UK: Examining the Evi¬ 
dence for Potential Environmental 
Impacts - written by the groups and 
peer-reviewed by the Centre for Ecol¬ 
ogy and Hydrology. 

The countryside groups want pro¬ 
tection for all wildlife areas, nature 
reserves and national parks, and that 
requires them to be frack-free zones. 

It also wants full environmental 
assessments to be carried out for each 
drilling proposal, and for the shale in¬ 
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dustry to pay the costs of its regula¬ 
tion and any pollution clean-ups. 

It claims there is a lack of regula¬ 
tion around shale-gas exploitation, 
which could cause serious impacts for 
a range of threatened species, includ¬ 
ing pink-footed geese, salmon and 
barbastelle bats. 

It also raises serious concerns 
about the impact of drilling and wa¬ 
ter contamination on some of the 
country’s most precious natural hab¬ 
itats such as chalk streams. 

Martin Harper, RSPB conservation 
director, said: “The Prime Minister 
has been a great advocate for the 
shale-gas industry. He’s said we’ve 
the strongest environmental controls 
and nothing will go ahead if there are 
environmental dangers. 

“Our report puts a spotlight on 
these risks and reinforces the grow¬ 


ing concern about the impact frack¬ 
ing could have on our countryside 
and wildlife. We argue that more 
needs to be done to ensure fracking 
rules are fit for purpose.” 

Speaking to KoS last year, David 
Cameron said the nation should be 
prepared for fracking as a solution to 
a reliance on traditional gas sources. 

But Simon Pryor, National Trust 
natural environment director, said: 
“The debate on fracking needs to be 
evidence-based. The evidence from 
this research clearly reveals that the 
regulation of shale gas needs to be 
improved if it’s to offer adequate pro¬ 
tection for sensitive environments. 

“Whilst the Government is keen to 
see rapid roll-out of fracking, there’s a 
real danger that the regulatory sys¬ 
tem simply isn’t keeping pace. The 
Government should rule out fracking 


in the most sensitive areas and en¬ 
sure that the regulations offer suffi¬ 
cient protection to our treasured nat¬ 
ural and historic environment.” 

Paul Wilkinson is head of living 
landscape for The Wildlife Trusts - 
which includes Kent Wildlife Trust. 

He said: “The Government’s dash 
for shale gas must not run ahead of 
our ability to effectively regulate, 
minimise or eliminate the serious 
risks fracking poses. 

“This report clearly identifies a 
range of deficiencies which mean 
we’re not currently fit to frack with¬ 
out unacceptable risks to wildlife, 
special places and local communities 
across the country.” 

Protest group East Kent Against 
Fracking recently held a public meet¬ 
ing in Barham attended by more than 
100 people. 


The group says it is concerned the 
process will turn “our green and 
pleasant land” into an “uninhabita¬ 
ble toxic wasteland for our children 
and grandchildren”. 

The United Kingdom Onshore Op¬ 
erators’ Group speaks for fracking 
companies in the UK. It says that the 
dangers of fracking are consistently 
overblown, while the economic bene¬ 
fits are massive. 

The organisation said: “In the UK 
today, there are 120 sites with 250 
operating wells producing between 
20,000 and 25,000 barrels of oil 
equivalent a day.” 

■ Join the debate and share your 
views. Write to The Editor, KoS, 
Apple Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, 
Ashford TN25 6SS, or you can email 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 
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Mercedes Benz Van Service Contracts 
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Profile 


‘All-rounder’ 
Denise on her 
new play and 
life in county 

From TV and musicals, to fashion and dancing, 
Denise van Outen can do it all, now she’s the 
star of her own show, Dave Mairs finds out more 


VER the years the talents of Denise 
van Outen have been spread far and 
wide. 

Known to most as a TV presenter 
and performer, albeit with a brash, 
even bawdy style, she has enjoyed remarkable 
success treading the boards too. 

And that’s not all... 

Aside from television - perhaps most famous¬ 
ly when she burst on to our Channel 4 screens 
in 1997 with Johnny Vaughan to revive The Big 
Breakfast, the irreverent show that had changed 
the morning viewing habits of up to two million 
people at its peak but whose ratings had fallen 
badly - there has been a broad range of turns in 
musical theatre and radio, as well as stints as 
both author and fashion designer. 

She also shone in Strictly Come Dancing, 
when in December 2012 she and professional 
partner James Jordan took the runners-up spot 
behind Olympic gymnast Louis Smith and Fla- 
via Cacace. 

Now Ms van Outen, who hits 40 this year and 
lives in Kent (she’s keen not to reveal precisely 
where but let’s just say somewhere in the Weald), 
is tackling something altogether different. 

She will be starring in the one-woman show 
Some Girl I Used To Know that she co-wrote 
with Terry Ronald, another multi-faceted indi¬ 
vidual, described elsewhere as “songwriter, vo¬ 
calist, producer and the award-winning author 
of the novel Becoming Nancy”. 

If having the metaphorical balls to take on 
the challenge of being the only character in a 
stage production is not new to Ms van Outen - 
more than a decade ago she proved her worth at 
London’s Gielgud Theatre in the Andrew Lloyd 
Webber musical Tell Me On A Sunday - the role 
of playwright certainly is. 

Some Girl I Used To Know, which plays at The 
Orchard Theatre in Dartford this week, tells 
the story of Stephanie Canworth, a successful 
operator in the world of lingerie design whose 

kk “I can do all of it. I’m an 
all-rounder -1 do a bit of 
everything. Being in musicals 
in the West End gave me the 
confidence to do a lot of it. fy 


Denise van Outen, 

On co-writing her new play 


all too comfortable life is jolted from its largely 
predictable course when a former boyfriend and 
all-round naughty boy gives her a ‘poke’ on 
Facebook. 

Which way is Stephanie to turn? Cosy, car¬ 
ing, conventional hubby or that still-tempting 
first love? 

It sounds like stuff for the girls, but Ms van 
Outen - for obvious reasons, the cynic might 
suggest - dispels the idea that this is little more 
than a chick-flick brought into the theatre. 

“It’s for all of us,” she said. “Yes, it’s a girls’ 
night out, but men can enjoy it, too. 

“There are a lot of moments in the story that 
are very relatable to every man and to every 
woman. There’s temptation, love... all the things 
that most people experience at some time in 
their lives.” 

Songwriter and producer Steve Anderson - 
he’s written for Kylie Minogue, Britney Spears, 
Westlife and Atomic Kitten - was musical su¬ 
pervisor for the show and worked with Ms van 
Outen on what is effectively its play list. Tracks 
by Kim Wilde, The Thompson Twins, Sonia, 
Culture Club and Soft Cell, for example, are all 
given the van Outen treatment. 

“It’s a musical play,” she said. “It’s a Shirley 
Valentine for my generation. Shirley Valentine 
was brilliant and my mum and my auntie and all 
their friends loved it, but it’s a little bit dated now.” 

Even Ms van Outen’s harshest critics would 
have to concede that it takes some strength of 
personality and no little courage to embrace so 
many challenges, from conception to execution, 
in one production. 

“I can do all of it,” she said. “I’m an all-rounder 
-1 do a bit of everything. Being in musicals in the 
West End gave me the confidence to do a lot of it.” 

Despite her admission that she was “petrified 
of being on the stage on my own” when she set 
out all those years ago with Tell Me On A Sun¬ 
day, her boldness is surely no more than we 
have come to expect from a woman who has 
seemingly backed away from few, if any, oppor¬ 
tunities to arise in her expansive career. 

Her apparent confidence is so strong that she 
could perhaps come across as a little intimidat¬ 
ing to those more used to their women being a 
tad more, how shall we put it, demure. 

Asked, in all innocence, if she might be a bit of 
a man-eater - a reference more to her being an 
impressively imposing character to some mem¬ 
bers of the supposedly stronger sex rather than 
her being some sort of Dorien Green-type sexual 
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predator - she responds with a hint of 
defensiveness: “No, I’m not a man- 
eater. I’ve not dated loads and loads of 
guys. I was with my last partner [Any 
Dream Will Do winner Lee Mead, 
with whom she has a daughter, Bet¬ 
sy] seven years.” 

She then stops any trip down that 
path dead in its tracks: “Can we not 
talk about my relationships! ” 

Fair enough, but given the nature of 
the production and the fact that Some 
Girl I Used To Know has been reported 
in some quarters as being a semi-auto¬ 
biographical piece, such matters are 
always likely to be in the mind’s eye. 

Clear of such thorny matters, Ms 
van Outen stresses more her natural 
affability and obvious social charms. 

“I can hold my own in the company 
of men,” she said. “I’m a little bit flirty, 
a bit mischievous.” 

I t was unquestionably that ‘flirty 
mischievousness’ which was 
such a big part of her success on 
The Big Breakfast, so how much 
does she think she’s progressed from 
that spell of her life, at least in the 
public eye? 

“I never want to move away from 
that,” she said. “I loved it. It was the 
cheeky side of my personality people 
saw. It’s the cheeky side audiences 
will see again in the first act of Some 
Girl I Used To Know. In the second 
act, though, she is very different. 

“I’m confident through the whole 
thing, though, singing and acting. I 
feel at ease with the audience as they 
come on the journey with me.” 

We’re back with the confidence 
thing again and it’s easy to see Ms 
van Outen as the epitome of 1990s 


‘girl power’ the Spice Girls’ rallying 
call which effectively told women to 
have the strength to challenge men at 
their own game. 

Again, however, she is reluctant to 
adopt the mantle. 

“That was more the Spice Girls. Be¬ 
fore then, music had been heavily 
dominated by male bands. There was 
a new feistiness among women, but I 
don’t know if I fell into that bracket.” 

What is more apparent is her re¬ 
gard for the station that hosted The 
Big Breakfast and that launched her 
career into the genuine big time. 

“We were given the freedom by 
Channel 4 to speak our minds. 

“It opened lots of doors for me and 
I’ll always be grateful I had that op¬ 
portunity - I’m particularly grateful 
to the producer, Charlie Parsons, who 
also lives in Kent.” 

Which brings us nicely to Ms van 
Outen and her move across the 
Thames (she was born in Basildon) 
from Essex. How did it come about? 

“My grandmother used to go hop¬ 
ping [hop-picking] in Kent, as did my 
mum. They were always telling stories 

kk I close the door on 
the world when I’m 
here [in Kent]. I’ve got a 
really lovely vegetable 
garden and then 
there’s my Aga. I love 
the country life... ff 


Denise van Outen, 

on living in the county 


about it. Then, about six years ago, I 
was doing a TV commercial around 
Lenham, shooting scenes in an or¬ 
chard, and fell in love with the area. 
We were there for five days in perfect 
weather and I started to look around. 

“After that, I became a mum. The 
schools are good here and I love it - 
it’s perfect.” 

Although keeping a flat in London, 
Ms van Outen spends much of her 
time in Kent, where three-year-old 
Betsy goes to pre-school. 

“I close the door on the world when 
I’m here. I’ve got a really lovely vege¬ 
table garden and then there’s my 
Aga. I love the country life and when 
I get home I can really relax.” 

So, Essex or Kent? What best de¬ 
fines today’s Denise van Outen? 

“I’m an Essex girl at heart,” she 
said. “It’s where I was born and grew 
up, but as a grown woman it’s Kent.” 

Dartford, then, where the two 
counties almost collide, would seem 
to be the ideal place for this hugely 
gifted performer to complete the run 
of her one-woman show. 

“Definitely. I’ll be able to go home 
afterwards for the last three days of 
the tour. The great thing is that I’ll be 
on my home patch and have loads of 
friends and family in the audience.” 

Always leave them wanting more, 
they say... The Orchard will be rocking. 
■ Some Girl I Used To Know plays at 
The Orchard Theatre, Dartford, 
from Monday to Wednesday, March 
17-19, at 7.30pm. Tickets are priced 
from £20 to £25 and there is £1.50 
per-ticket booking fee. There are 
discounts for concessions, groups 
and Premiere Card members. 

For more information, visit www. 
orchardtheatre.co.uk or phone the 
box office on 01322 220000. 



CONFIDENT: Actress, singer, writer, dancer, designer... Denise is on a roll 
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LEARN TO SWIM 

Get confident for the summer! 

NEW 6 week term starting Monday 24th February 

Lessons for children of all ages and abilities from parent and baby to 
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Evacuee recalls waiting to be 
‘chosen’ at theatre during war 


As the Assembly Hall Theatre in Tunbridge Wells celebrates 
its 75th anniversary Marijke Cox uncovers one remarkable 
wartime tale from its long and very distinguished past... 


I N 1939, a popular theatre 
turned from being the home of 
songs, dance and laughter to a 
defining moment in the lives of 
numerous young children. 
Because as the doors of the Assem¬ 
bly Hall Theatre in Tunbridge Wells 
swung open and a host of adults filed 
in, they were there for one purpose 
only - to select children to come and 
stay with them. 

This was wartime. And this was 
the plight of the evacuee children. 

On one particular day, eyes swept 
the room yet none settled on the 
young boy and his two sisters seated 
in the bottom right-hand corner near 
the stage. 

John Baughan, just nine years old, 
and his sisters Emmie and Evie, 13 
and 11, instead watched on as, over 
the course of the day, the room emp¬ 
tied and they were the last ones left. 

They, like many other children, 
had been taken from their family in 
London and evacuated to a place 
deemed safer, outside of the capital. 

Clutching gas marks and small cas¬ 
es full of clothes, they waved goodbye 
to their parents in Catford, boarded a 
train at Lewisham and arrived at 
Tunbridge Wells West where they 


were ushered into a fleet of waiting 
taxis and taken to the Assembly Hall. 

The venue itself had only recently 
opened. In May 2014, it marks its 
75th anniversary. 

It may not have been all that far 
from their home, but in an era of no 
mobile phones or email, and with 
London and the south east facing the 
threat of bombing raids, it felt like a 
million miles for the children 
involved. 

“We were walked down in a large 
crocodile line from Blackheath to 
Lewisham station. We had no idea 
where we were going,” said John 
Baughan, now 84. 

“We said goodbye to our mother, 
she had no clue where we were going 
or if she’d ever see us again. 

“These days people wouldn’t stand 
for it, but you did back then.” 

In what now, looking back, seems 
like a cruel process, the children had 


to sit waiting to be picked by host 
families. 

“It was a bit like a cattle market - 
people were coming in and picking 
the children they wanted,” said Mr 
Baughan. 

“There was Emmie, Evie and my¬ 
self and nobody fancied three chil¬ 
dren, particularly a boy, and Emmie 
was going through the gawky stage. 

“It got to eight o’clock and there 
were just three children left and that 
was us. I remember thinking ‘we can 
go back home now’.” 

But, of course, that wasn’t to be. 

Hungry, tired and feeling some¬ 
what rejected, the door opened and in 
walked Mrs Collins, the woman who 
would be their first foster parent. 

“She agreed to take us on and took 
us to her small flat in Hurstwood 
Lane in Tunbridge Wells to live with 
herself, her husband and their daugh¬ 
ter,” said Mr Baughan. 


“She took pity on us because she 
and her husband had been brought 
up in orphanages and they didn’t 
want other children to go through 
the same experience. 

“It wasn’t too bad. She looked after 
us well, within her limitations. 

“People who looked after the evac¬ 
uees would get a weekly allowance. 
Every day at noon we would go along 
to the Assembly Hall where there was 
a British food restaurant and we 
would get a meal for four pence, in old 
money that is.” 

Mr Baughan admitted that despite 
being so young he took it all in his 
stride, not least because he had found 
a little place of heaven in his new 
home town in the form of the Wel¬ 
lington Rocks - a natural formation 
on the town’s Common which has en¬ 
thralled generations before and since. 

“We used to play there all day be¬ 
cause nobody thought about sending 


us to school for about two or three 
months,” remembers Mr Baughan. 
“It was heaven.” 

B ut the decision was soon made 
by authorities that evacuees 
should be going to school 
and, in a town now swamped 
with children, they would attend in 
the morning and local Tunbridge 
Wells youngsters in the afternoon. 

“After school we’d be left to our 
own devices and it was straight back 
to the rocks,” he said. 

“They didn’t teach us anything at 
school anyway, it was to get us off the 
streets. Evacuees were treated with a 
bit of curiosity. 

“The only thing I ever learnt at 
school there was the song ‘My Bonnie 
Lies Over the Ocean’.” 

But while he was happily whiling 
away the afternoons in pretty Tun¬ 
bridge Wells, his mother had other 
ideas. 

“She came down to see us and 
asked how I was getting on at school. 
I said ‘alright’, she said ‘what do you 
mean?’, I said ‘well, I don’t go’ - she 
wasn’t very happy about that. 
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“We went home for Christmas be¬ 
cause nothing much was happening 
with the war at that point, and my 
mother told me it would be better if I 
went to where my old school in Lon¬ 
don was evacuated to, in Otford. 

“She thought at least I’d be getting 
some education.” 

But it was to lead to a lonely time 
for the young Mr Baughan. 

Separated from his sisters, he was 
taken in by a childless couple who 
were convinced evacuees had fleas. 

“As soon as I got there I was put in 
the bath by the woman, Mrs George, 
and my head scrubbed with de-licer. 

“After a week she decided she’d had 
enough of me - I don’t know why - 
and I was then moved across the road 
to another house. 

“I was with that family again for 
another week - same procedure, 
head scrubbed with de-licer. And 
then I was moved again. 

“It was probably my loneliest time. 

“The next woman had three chil¬ 
dren of her own and she was very 
kind. But she was a bit out of her 
depth having another one. 

“However, she had a friend call Meg 
Woodvine and she agreed that I could 
go there.” 

Mr Baughan becomes emotional 
when recalling his time with this 
new family. 

“It still brings tears to my eyes how 
kind they were,” he said. 

“If you’d known Meg and the family 
you couldn’t fail to be happy. If ever 
Christ walked this world, it was them. 

“They were marvellous. They 
couldn’t do enough for me. 

“They’d had a little boy who would 
have been the same age as me but he 


died when he was live. He died be¬ 
cause they didn’t have 10 shillings to 
pay the doctor to come out. 

“She took me in and she then went 
and adopted a little girl called Mavis. 

“I stayed with Meg for three years 
and went to Otford Primary School.” 

B ut life wasn’t always easy for 
the young Mr Baughan with 
some people determined to 
make it hard for the evacuees. 
“My headmistress hated us; she 
made it bloody awful for us. I know 
now she was a communist because 
every morning she’d give us a lecture 
about our great Russian comrades. 

“So we had that in the morning 
and in the school holidays we used to 
have to do her garden for her, we 
didn’t get paid.” 

Up until then, Mr Baughan and his 
family - with the exception of being 
separated from one another - had 
been relatively unscathed by the war 
which raged across the globe. 

But in 1940, on a visit home to Lon¬ 
don to see his mother and father, the 
Blitz started. 

Hi u 

Meg and the family 
you couldn’t fail to be 
happy. If ever Christ 
walked this world, 
it was them. They 
were marvellous vv 


John Baughan, 

Wartime evacuee 


The jvhole family, including his 
grandnfither who was in her 90s, 
huddled into an Anderson 
shelter - a hole in the ground with a 
corrugated steel roof and earth piled 
on top as they awaited the onslaught 
of the enemy aircraft. 

Mr Baughan said: “It measured 6ft 
by 4ft and there were 10 of us in 
there. I can remember it was about 11 
o’clock at night, there was a noise like 
an express train and it was a bomb. It 
came down and demolished the house 
but we all survived to tell the tale.” 

His family, however, had to be relo¬ 
cated into an empty requisitioned 


house and Mr Baughan was sent back 
to Otford^ 

But aged 13, the unsettled young¬ 
ster was moved yet again, this time 
back in with his family so he could at¬ 
tend Catford Central School. 

“I used to walk from the school 
back home for my dinner. It was a 
mile there and a mile back. We used 
to have to do it in an hour,” he said. 

“I was walking along the road one 
day, looked up and saw these planes 
with a black cross on them flying just 
at rooftop level, no warning given. 

“I was fascinated because a bomb 
came down and then I heard some¬ 


one shout: ‘Get down you bloody 
fool! ’, but I didn’t have time and I was 
blown over a brick wall. 

“The bricks all came down on top of 
me and a bus driver picked the bricks 
off and sat me on his bike and wheeled 
me home. 

“My leg was bruised, but not too 
badly. I remember thinking I’d get 
three weeks off school for this - un¬ 
fortunately mother had other ideas.” 

Growing up during the war was a 
testing time, but tragedy struck his 
family in an unrelated way when he 
was just 14. 

“It was a Monday night, my father, 




We do: 

• SITE CLEARANCE 

• DEMOLITION 

• HAULAGE 


Fast, Reliable & Quality 
Service with the ability to 
access difficult areas, allowing 
removal of household and 
trade waste. 


Delivery to industrial units 
and building sites. 
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The Denture Clinic 



“Smile with Confidence” 

• Express Denture Repair, Reline and addition Service. 

• New Cosmetic Dentures with Jaw Line Improvement 
Work Produced on Premises, Excellent Aftercare 

• GDC Registered Clinical Dental Technicians 


Call today for a 

initial consultation 
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SPRING INTO ACTION WITH GREAT OFFERS AT 
WESTGATE & BIRCHINGTON GOLF CLUB 

■ ; m' v TraS 


SPRING OFFERS: 


Full Membership Available 
Special Deal for March only 

NO JOINING FEE 


Westgate and Birchington is a 
cliff top course of 4825 yards 
with stunning views over the 
sea. It is suitable for players of 
all ages. 

Green fees visitors & 


societies are welcome at very 
competitive rates for golf on 
the Kent coast. Despite the 
atrocious weather conditions 
the course has remained open. 


GREEN FEE WEEKDAY 
PACKAGE 


EXECUTIVE GOLF 
PACKAGES 


Play 

Tues/Thurs/Fri 
Only £12 per person 

WEEKDAY PACKAGE 

Monday to Friday 
Full English Breakfast 
then enjoy 18 holes of golf 
Only £19-50 per person 


Monday to Friday 
Bacon Roll 
18 holes of Golf 
Three Course Meal 
From only 
£32.50 
per person 


176 Canterbury Road, Westgate on Sea, Kent CT8 8LT I 01843 831 115 
www. westgate-and-birchington-golfclub .co.uk E: office@wabgc .co.uk 
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THE EVACUATION 



MEMORIES: John Baughan remembers waiting with his two sisters at the Assembly Hall as evacuees to be chosen 
by a host family. The Assembly Hall Theatre in Tunbridge Wells is this year celebrating its 75th anniversary 


he worked in Fleet Street, he didn’t 
come off his usual train,” he recalls. 

“That was about six o’clock. They 
came every 20 minutes and he didn’t 
come off the next one or the third one. 

“My mother phoned his office and 
they said ‘not to worry, he’s gone for a 
drink’ - but that’s something he’d 
never do. 

“We went back home, she was wor¬ 
ried sick. There was a knock at the 
door and a policeman was stood there. 

“He said ‘Mrs Baughan?’, she said, 
‘yes’, he said ‘I want you to go to 
Bromley mortuary and identify your 
husband’. The he turned and went.” 


He discovered his father had suf¬ 
fered a coronary thrombosis and had 
died on the train. 

He had gone to Sevenoaks and then 
back to Bromley South - it was only 
when the train began to fill up some¬ 
one noticed he was dead. 

“I went with my mother but when 
we got to Bromley mortuary she col¬ 
lapsed and so I was given the task of 
identifying my father, at age 14. 

“You grow up quick then - I grew 
up that night.” 

Now the man of the house and with 
his mother struggling to pay the bills, 
Mr Baughan, at 15, left school to find 


a job. He wrote to insurance brokers 
Alexander Howden where one of his 
sisters worked, and asked if they had 
any jobs. 

“I got a letter back saying come and 
meet Mr Hubble the accountant,” he 
said. 

“I met him outside a bank and he 
was as drunk as a newt. We got in the 
car and went to a large house and in 
the grounds there were huts that had 
been built for offices. 

“I went in one and Hubble gave me 
a list of numbers to add up - the long¬ 
est one I ever saw in my life. 

“One thing I couldn’t do was add 


up. I thought, what do I do now? 

“I’ve always had a bit of initiative in 
me and I looked down the office and 
there was this attractive young 
blonde girl working a comptometer. 

“It was a machine you could add up, 
subtract, multiply and divide on. You 
had to be a mathematician to use it. 

“I walked down the office and said 
‘Mr Hubble asked if you’d mind add¬ 
ing this up’ which she did for me. 

“I went back into his office and gave 
him the answers. He’d also given me a 
form to fill in and I’d spelt accounts 
wrong - he looks at it and says ‘you 
might not be able to spell, Baughan, 
but by Christ you can add up’.” 

M eeting his wife and with a 
permanent job under his 
belt, he started to feel the 
pull of Tunbridge Wells, 
the place he had spent time as an 
evacuee. 

“I worked three jobs, we saved up 
and we bought a house in Hilldenbor- 
ough and then went to Pembury and 
then we bought a house in Tunbridge 
Wells. 

“It brings back memories. Tun¬ 
bridge Wells hasn’t changed a great 
deal. We went back there because of 
my time there as a boy.” 

Seeing the rocks, he admits, is par¬ 
ticularly special to him. 

“The war was a time of your life 
when things stand out. A vivid time 
to live in,” he recalled. 

For Mr Baughan, his life truly has 
gone full circle. 

As a young boy aged just nine, with 
his first host family, his foster father 
Mr Collins would lift him over the 
fence of Chancellor House, off Mount 
Ephraim, so he could pick up fallen 
chestnuts. Today he lives there. 


EVACUATION took place 
within the first few months of 
the Second World War. 

The then-Government made 
plans to remove children from 
‘evacuable’ areas to places 
deemed safer. It was voluntary 
but parents were urged to 
move their children out of 
areas at risk of bombing. 

If below school age they 
would be accompanied by 
their mothers. 

Otherwise, they would wave 
to their parents and head off, in 
most instances with no clue as 
to where they were going. 

Only once settled with their 
new families would they be 
able to write to their parents 
telling them where they were. 

John Baughan said: “In 1938 
they thought the war was 
going to start and so all the 
children were evacuated. 

“All the children had to go to 
the school, where it was 
agreed they would get 
evacuated from. It was like a 
dummy run. 

“We were all geared up but 
then Chamberlain came with 
his bit of paper, waving it, 
saying there would be no war 
and so we went back home. 

“Then in 1939 it all blew up 
again and we went through 
the same procedure, went to 
the school, but that time it 
didn’t turn out to be a false 
alarm.” 
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SERIOUS INJURY 
CLAIM? 



* 


We can help with your claim for: 

• Head/brain injuries (Headway 
Approved Solicitors 2014) • Spinal 
injuries • Accidents leading to limb 
amputation • Hypermobility triggered 
by an accident • Fatal accidents 
• Medical negligence 
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0845 2221 999 
for a FREE, no obligation chat 
about your claim 
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Could you name our county's 

A weekend of sunny weather saw many of us out and about at our favourite visitor hotspots so Chris 




L AST weekend’s sunny 

weather prompted a huge 
outpouring of crowds to the 
county’s top tourist hot¬ 
spots - providing them with 
a much needed boost after a misera¬ 
ble winter. 

But just what are the county’s most 
popular attractions? 

Here, according to figures provided 
by tourism champion Visit England, 
is the county’s top 10... 

Port Lympne Wild 
Animal Park (near 
Hythe) 

166,214 visitors 

ALONG with sister site Howletts, in 
Bekesbourne near Canterbury, they 
remain the county’s undisputed 
champions when it comes to wild ani¬ 
mals. And little wonder. 


Not only do they have the perenni¬ 
ally popular crowd-pleasers of lions, 
tigers, elephants and gorillas, but a 
whole lot more besides. 

Its history is fascinating too. Its 
magnificent mansion and gardens 
were built during the First World War 
before being purchased by gambler 
John Aspinall after his animal collec¬ 
tion at Howletts got too big. 

9 Sissinghurst Castle 
Garden (near 
Tunbridge Wells) 

188,225 visitors 

ARGUABLY the county’s most fa¬ 
mous gardens - and one of the finest 
examples in England - the garden 
was created in the 1930s by poet and 
writer Vita Sackville-West and her 
husband Harold Nicolson. 

The garden is divided into different 


‘rooms’ with each having a particu¬ 
lar theme or character. 

In 1967 it was taken over by the 
National Trust which continues to 
maintain the gardens today. 

Chartwell 
(near Westerham) 

199,971 visitors 

THE home of the nation’s 
most famous son - this was where 
Winston Churchill sought solace 
during the darkest days of the Second 
World War and where he fought some 
of his own infamous inner demons. 

Bought by Churchill and wife 
Clementine in 1922, the couple set 
about an extensive renovation and 
modernisation programme during 
their time at the property. 

After the war ended, and Churchill 
was unseated as Prime Minister, the 



cost of maintaining the property was 
too much and it was purchased by a 
consortium of wealthy businessmen, 
who allowed the Churchills to live 
there for a nominal rate until their 
deaths. 

Following Churchill’s death in 
1965 his wife moved out, however, 
and instructed the house should be 
handed over to the National Trust 
immediately. 

Rochester Cathedral 

234,500 visitors 

THERE are few more 
picturesque areas than 
Rochester High Street as it flows 
towards the majesty of the former 
city’s castle and cathedral. 

Founded in the 7th century, 
its Gothic majesty continues to 
impress the thousands of visitors 



who come through its doors. 

In fact, it was so popular with 
Charles Dickens - who used the sights 
and sounds of Rochester frequently in 
his books - he requested he be buried 
at the churchyard within its grounds. 

His wishes were over-ruled, how¬ 
ever, and he was buried in Poet’s Cor¬ 
ner inside Westminster Abbey. 

6 Bedgebury National 
Pinetum (near 
Goudhurst) 

236,352 visitors 

ESTABLISHED in 1925 as the Nation¬ 
al Conifer Collection, it is now recog¬ 
nised as boasting the most complete 
collection of conifers on one site any¬ 
where in the world. 

And with more than 10,000 trees 
spread across its 320 acres, it has be¬ 
come a hugely popular destination 
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10 most popular attractions? 


Britcher decided to find out exactly which ones have the most tourists beating a path to their doors 



for visitors keen to enjoy the fresh air 
and take advantage of the opportuni¬ 
ty to cycle, walk or ride around the 
forest. 

In addition, it has the popular Go 
Ape attraction and is run by the For¬ 
estry Commission. 

Turner Contemporary 
(Margate) 

349,864 visitors 

SINCE it opened its doors for 
the first time in 2011, the Turner 
Contemporary has been one of the 
county’s great success stories. 

It continues to attract hundreds of 
thousands of visitors each year, lured 
to a regularly revolving series of exhi¬ 
bitions and some of the finest views 
across Margate’s sandy beaches. 

Seen as a catalyst for regeneration 
in both Margate and the wider east 


Kent area, it is perhaps one of the 
most high profile new additions to the 
county’s tourism portfolio. 

Dover Castle 

355,499 visitors 

THE medieval castle not 
only looks just like a castle 
ought to, but its role in defending this 
island through the ages stretches 
from its earliest 12th century incar¬ 
nation to its vital role during the 
Second World War. 

Today it is more a testament to its 
strategic position - overlooking the 
Channel and the Continent beyond. 

It continues to enthrall youngsters 
who can truly get to grips with histo¬ 
ry within its walls, while adults re¬ 
main fascinated with all it has come 
to represent. 

Today it is run by English Heritage. 


3 Lower Leas Coastal 

Park and Amphitheatre 
Country Park 
(Folkestone) 

500,000 visitors 

AS if to underline just how treasured 
the seafront near Folkestone is, then 
the remarkable success of the Lower 
Leas Coastal Park is surely it. 

The multi-million pound develop¬ 
ment is split into three distinct zones; 
a formal area full of pine avenues and 
flower gardens, and a wild zone full of 
diverse wildlife habitat. 

But the big draw is the fun zone - 
boasting a large free adventure play 
area and amphitheatre. 

It is as much a hit with the thou¬ 
sands of youngsters who play on it as 
the parents and grandparents, who 
earn kudos for taking them there in 
the first place. 


Leeds Castle 

596,025 visitors 

OVER the years Leeds Castle 
has been everything from a 
retreat of kings, to a house playing host 
to the most glitzy of parties for some 
of the world’s biggest stars. 

Today, however, it is one of the 
county’s foremost attractions. 

More than just a castle, many come 
simply to enjoy the sumptuous 
grounds of a site which looks like it 
should be in the pages of a fairy tale. 

Formerly owned by American heir¬ 
ess Lady Baillie, it passed into the 
hands of English Heritage in the 
1970s, when it was first opened to the 
public. 

And it’s never looked back. Visitors 
flock not only to the grounds, but to 
its golf course and the many live 
events during the summer. 


Canterbury Cathedral 

1,000,000+ visitors 

THE undisputed king of the 
county’s tourism map by 
some distance - this historic building 
pulls in crowds from around the 
world in their droves. 

Home of the Church of England and 
steeped in history, visitors continue 
to be drawn on a pilgrimage to the 
UNESCO World Heritage Site above 
and beyond all others in the county. 

As a consequence, it has made 
Canterbury one of the county’s most 
culturally diverse destinations. 

It is not without challenges howev¬ 
er - in particular a constant need for 
funding to help support an on-going 
restoration project. 

■ Source: All figures - Visit England. Figures 
relate to visitor numbers in 2011 - the most 
recent figures available. 
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FRONTLINE KENT: The Westfield Shaw pillbox near Keycol Hill, Swale, 
(above) as it looked in 1919 and (top) as it is now with historian Alan Anstee 
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Shadows of Great 
War’s forgotten 
defences will be 
revealed on tour 

In 1914 a network of trenches and pillboxes was built in case 
of invasion by the Kaiser. Chris Murphy finds out more. 

“The war could have ended there 
and then, so defending Kent was of 
vital importance.” 

He says that many of the 19 pill¬ 
boxes remain and we as a county 
have lost just three of them - one was 
destroyed and two have not yet been 
found. Battlements and fortifications 
along with where trenches were dug 
can still be recognised today. 

He said: “The Thames was heavily 
protected by large weapons, includ¬ 
ing 9.2-inch guns at Sheerness and at 
Grain. Any German ship coming up 
the estuary could be targeted. There 
were also submarines and minefields. 

“So if a German force wanted to 
come into England, they would have 
had to do it at somewhere like Faver- 
sham - so it was decided that would 
be where the main land defences 
would be. 

“South of the Swale, there were 
about 19 kilometres of defences. 

“You can stand in certain places 
and see the spots where the trenches 
have been filled in. 

“In other locations, you can stand 
shoulder-deep in a ditch, but there is 
only 50 metres of that left now.” 

T he defence of Kent was taken 
extremely seriously and was 
often mentioned in Cabinet 
papers. 

Mr Anstee said: “At one stage in 
1915, we had 10 divisions earmarked 
for home defence, but they were not 
very well equipped. 

“Out of those, three had no artillery 
at all, two had some very antiquated 
French guns, and I mean going back 
to 1877, and the others had whatever 
was available, probably the converted 
guns that were left over after the Boer 
War. There was no real big stuff at all. 
The big guns we did have were all im¬ 
provised because all the decent stuff 
had gone to France.” 

The historians say some of the tour 
will be by coach but warn physical fit¬ 
ness and decent footwear are essential 
as some are off the beaten track. 

Tickets are priced at £40 and £35 
for seniors and members of Maidstone 
Museum Foundation. 

■ For more information on the tours 
you can contact Amy Adams at 
Maidstone Museum on 01622 
602845 or email AmyAdams@ 
maidstone.gov.uk. 


W HILE the nation 
remembers the mil¬ 
lions of casualties 
as the 100th anni¬ 
versary of the start 
of the First World War draws closer, a 
previously-hidden reminder of the 
very real threat this country faced 
still marks the Kent landscape. 

While the battle was waged on the 
killing fields of the Continent, confi¬ 
dence in securing victory on foreign 
soil was far from assured. 

It was feared that if Allied troops 
were pushed back from the Western 
Front, German troops could cross the 
Channel and look to fight their way 
from Kent towards London. 

So, as a consequence, lines of 
defence were built on a vast scale 
across the county. 

Trenches, pillboxes and machine- 
gun emplacements were meticulous¬ 
ly planned out and building work 
started, just in case the Kaiser’s men 
won the conflict in Europe. 

Now these ‘battlefields’ are all but 
forgotten. 

But, as we approach the anniver¬ 
sary of the start of hostilities in July, 
tours are being organised to shed light 
on what is dubbed ‘Frontline Kent’. 

Local historians Alan Anstee and 
Victor Smith are the organisers 
behind the project. 

Mr Anstee said: “Everyone familiar 
with the county’s history knows 
about the coast’s Tudor castles, the 
early 19th-century forts, Martello 
towers and Royal Military Canal built 
to deter an invasion by Napoleon, and 
the pillboxes and tank traps hurriedly 
erected in the summer of 1940, when 
Hitler was expected to launch an in¬ 
vasion across the English Channel. 

“Few, however, know that at the 
end of 1914 work began on the crea¬ 
tion of epic lines of anti-invasion field 
defences, ready for action in the event 
of an invasion by the Kaiser’s army 
and navy. 

“The many defences extended 
mainly along the north coast of Shep- 
pey, south of the Swale to Detling and 
Boxley, and along the North Downs. 

“There is also evidence of them on 
the Hoo peninsula, at Chatham, 
Wrotham and Dover, and even as far 
inland as Tonbridge. 

“They were elaborated upon from 
1915 and the lines then began to 


resemble the Western Front, with 
miles of barbed wire, trenches, re¬ 
doubts, pillboxes, blockhouses and 
gun positions. 

“They were to be manned and 
fought from by a home defence army 
similar to the Second World War’s 
Home Guard. They were removed and 
filled in by German prisoners of war 
in 1919 and then gradually faded 
from memory, leaving remnants that 
are only now being rediscovered.” 

On the tour will be a strategic hill 
at Chestnut Street, Swale, where a de¬ 
fence line of trenches and barbed wire 
was built. 

There is also a pillbox at Keycol 
Hill, Swale, another at Wormdale 
Farm in Newington, plus three oval 
pillboxes found in the Yelsted Lane 
and Stockbury areas of Swale. 

Trenches were also dug at Stock¬ 
bury and a machine-gun emplace¬ 
ment created at Cranbrook Wood, 
Newington. 

These long-forgotten fortifications 
are only now being revealed as the 
Kent Archaeological Society and 
Maidstone Museum host a guided 
tour on Saturday, May 3. 

It takes in the best of the secret in¬ 
vasion defences built not long after 
Britain declared war on Germany in 
August, 1914. 

Mr Anstee said: “Our defences were 
not built only in case of a mainland 
defeat - the government realised if a 
German force, albeit a small one, was 
able to land in Kent and make their 
way to Woolwich and put our main 
arsenal out of commission, even for a 
few weeks, it would stop supplies to 
the front line and essentially cripple 
the war effort in Europe. 

k k The many defences 
extended mainly along 
the north coast of 
Sheppey, south of 
the Swale to Detling 
and Boxley, and along 
the North Downs ff 


Alan Anstee, 

Local historian and tour organiser 
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DEFENCES: The remains of an oval pillbox in Swale, depressions left by trenches at Stockbury and what remains of a fortified machine-gun emplacement at Cranbrook Wood near Newington 



War hospital 
project tells tales 
of those touched 
by the fighting 

A POPULAR destination in Thanet was 
this week handed £9,800 from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for its Great 
War project. 

The Powell-Cotton Museum at Quex 
House in Birchington received the money 
for its Quex Park Revisited - World War I 
exhibition. 

It features a series of activities and 
displays focusing on the role of the house 
and museum as a Voluntary Air 
Detachment (VAD) hospital during the 
conflict and the lives of those soldiers, 
nurses and residents who were touched 
by the events of the period. 

It is hoped it will allow those living 
nearby to get a sense of the local 
community’s involvement and, perhaps, 
even find out the roles played by relatives. 

Activities will include a children’s 
story-writing competition focusing on a 
key object from that period and lectures 
on the role of the museum as a VAD 
hospital as well as the wider role of VAD 
hospitals in Kent. 

A ‘roadshow’ event will give local 
people the opportunity to bring their own 
Great War memorabilia to the museum, 
where experts will be available to help 
them uncover their famillies’ past. 

The hospital at Quex Park was far from 
the frontline, but it played a vital role in 
the war effort, offering comfort and rest 
to many men who had seen horrific 
sights on the battlefield. 

The museum’s rare patient registers 
will be digitised for the project and 
placed on the web, allowing worldwide 
access to family historians, enthusiasts 
and researchers. 

All exhibition material will also be 
made available online. 

Museum director Karen Botha said: 
“We are delighted to have received the 
support of the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

“This grant will allow the museum 
to provide the Thanet community with a 
varied programme of events and 
exhibitions that highlight the important 
roles the local community played during 
the war.” 

Stuart McLeod, head of Heritage 
Lottery Fund South East England, said: 
“The use of this building as a hospital, as 
well as the influx of wounded Belgian 
soldiers, brought the First World War to 
the doorstep of residents in this part of 
Kent. This project will provide a lasting 
legacy to show how these events touched 
the local community a century ago.” 
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saunders park homes in Kent 

Court Mount. Birchinaton CT7 OBU “Best Park in Great Britain” 


rat rvo u. 


The Foxhunter Park 

Monkton 

Court Mount 

Birchington 

Bluebell Woods 

Broad Oak, Canterbury 


for further information visit us at 

www.saundersparkhomes.co.uk 


or telephone us for a brochure on 01843 821311 


Living for the over 50's at 
Court Mount Park Home 


Estate, Birchington - wher 
the high street facilities are 
just a short walk away. 


U NEW FOR 2014 
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contemporary 
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^ viewing... 
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Charity’s phone 
game puts ‘you’ 
out on the streets 


The Canterbury-based homeless group Porchlight hopes its 
role-play game will open the eyes of passers-by and make 
them more sympathetic to the perils and plight facing the 
county’s rough sleepers. Sarah Linney finds out more. 


S PENDING a week on the 
streets and facing all the 
perils that go with it is 
something that many of us 
will never have to endure. 
But to give us a sense of the chal¬ 
lenges and dangers that lurk there, a 
leading homelessness charity has re¬ 
leased an app designed to do just that. 

It is the brainchild of Canterbury- 
based Porchlight. 

Using two fictional characters, Jon 
and Sarah, the app puts users in the 
shoes of a virtual homeless person for 
a week, presenting them with differ¬ 
ent scenarios they might face. 

Through a series of role-play 
games, the user will need to make de¬ 
cisions to try to keep their homeless 
alter-ego safe and well, with each 
choice directly affecting your charac¬ 
ter’s physical and mental health. 

The game focuses on both the prac¬ 
tical and emotional issues faced by 
rough sleepers as the latter can get 
overlooked, the charity says. 

“Rough sleepers often have a lot of 
complex needs and are in varying 
states of physical and mental health,” 
Mark Parry, spokesman for the char¬ 
ity, said. 

“Everybody knows what it’s like to 
be cold and wet, but people don’t 
think about the emotional side. 

“We want people to be empathetic 
rather than sympathetic. 

“It’s all very well to feel sorry for 
someone, but we want people to un¬ 
derstand that homeless people are 
people just like them. 

“If a few things go wrong we could 
all end up in that situation. People 
shouldn’t think it’s something that 
couldn’t happen to them.” 

The app is available free from the 
Apple App Store and was developed 
for Porchlight, for free, by Tonbridge- 
based website and app-designer 
Caboodle Corporate. 

The charity has already had re¬ 
quests for an Android version, which 
it is now looking to develop. 

At the end of the game, the app pro¬ 
vides Porchlight’s contact details and 
urges players to let the charity know 
if someone is sleeping rough near 
them, through either its helpline or a 
form on its website. 

Workers can then try to find that 
person during one of their early- 
morning searches. 

“Kent is a big place and a lot of it is 
rural. The more eyes out there that 



GAME: Will you download the app? 

are helping us find people, the better,” 
said Mr Parry. 

“People are very lonely when they 
are on the streets. It is dangerous and 
frightening and they often feel isolat¬ 
ed even in very public places where 
there could be hundreds of people 
walking past. 

“Rough sleepers tell us it is soul- 
destroying to be in that situation. You 
don’t feel connected to society any¬ 
more. People don’t stop, they don’t 
make eye contact. You end up feeling 
almost sub-human.” 

The charity’s work involves not 

kk Rough sleepers tell 
us it is soul-destroying 
to be in that situation. 
You don’t feel connected 
to society any more. 

You end up feeling 
almost sub-human. JJ 


Mark Parry, 

Porchligh homeless charity 


only preventing homelessness and 
helping rough sleepers come off the 
streets but raising awareness and 
changing attitudes. Mr Parry hopes 
the app will help with this. 

“People sometimes feel a bit helpless 
or scared when they see a rough sleep¬ 
er and they think what can they do. 
This gives people a practical thing to 
do - and there’s a reason to keep the 
app after you’ve played it, as it means 
you’ve got that link in your pocket. 

“People get entrenched in that life¬ 
style - the quicker we can get to them 
and stop them becoming involved in 
crime, drugs and alcohol, the better.” 

Porchlight is following in the foot¬ 
steps of other charities that have devel¬ 
oped their own apps. 

One popular app is Charity Miles, 
which sponsors users to go running, 
walking or cycling, tracking the dis¬ 
tance they’ve covered and donating 
money to their chosen charity. 

The app has had about 350,000 
downloads since it was launched in 
2012 and its makers are hoping this 
will run into millions. 

Porchlight’s effort was partly in¬ 
spired by iHobo, an app developed by 
national homeless charity Depaul UK. 

Players take care of, and provide for, 
a virtual homeless youth for three 
days, making decisions about food, 
shelter and support and receiving 
alerts when the youth needs attention. 

iHobo has clocked up an impressive 
750,000 downloads to date and was 
number one in Apple’s app store for 
weeks after it was launched. 

Porchlight hasn’t set itself a target 
for downloads, but Mr Parry is hoping 
the app will appeal to everyone, from 
young people to commuters trying to 
pass the time on the train to work. 

“It’s a five-minute game - and 
you’re supporting a charity by play¬ 
ing it,” he said. 

“This is just another way of raising 
awareness. We’ve got to try all possi¬ 
ble media, all possible ways of reach¬ 
ing all audiences. 

“I would ask anyone who is home¬ 
less or knows someone facing home¬ 
lessness or housing issues to call us as 
soon as possible. No matter how bad 
things are, we’re here to help them.” 

■ To download the app, visit the 
Apple Store. To let Porchlight know 
about a homeless person, call its 
free 24-hour helpline on 0800 567 
7699 or visit www.porchlight.org. 
uk/tellus. 



IGNORED: Porchlight hopes its phone app will encourage the public to 
help get people off the streets and away from the temptation of crime or drugs 


WHAT OUR TESTERS SAID... 


WE DECIDED to put the app to 
the test with our own panel of 
testers - and it certainly got some 
mixed reviews. 

Some were hugely impressed 
- others said it was too simplistic. 

Here is a selection of their 
comments - good and bad... 


Robert Jackson: “Hiked 
the concept of going 
through a full week in the 
eyes of a homeless person 
and the app opened my 
eyes to the struggles they 
face on a daily basis. I’d 
definitely recommend it in 
an effort to create more 
awareness.” 


Gemma Phazey, 27: “I so 
loved the app. I really did 
enjoy playing it and felt I 
learned so much.” 


DanPittock, 22: “It was 
an eye-opener. The charity 
isn’t one I would normally 
consider, but it makes you 
think about their issues. I 
liked the ways you could 
get in touch with Porchlight 
after using the app, but I 
think it is aimed at a 
younger audience.” 



Aster Hall, 22 : “It was 
very informative, but I 
didn’t really like the 


games themselves as I 
found them quite simple.” 

__ A 


Phil Verney, 30: “I didn’t 
find it helpful - several 
games left me feeling 
confused. But designed 
differently it could be good” 


■ PORCHLIGHT was founded in 
1974 by Tom Gifford, who had 
himself been homeless, and 
was formerly known as East 
Kent Cyrenians. 

■ The charity works with 
homeless people, and those at 
risk of becoming homeless, all 
over Kent and in Croydon. Its 
head office is in Canterbury. 

■ It also works both to prevent 
homelessness and to help 
homeless people rebuild their 


lives through a variety of 
services, including training 
and education opportunities, 
helping find accommodation 
and helping access benefits 
and healthcare. There are 
specialist services for young 
people, ex-offenders and those 
with mental-health problems. 

■ About 89 pence in every 
pound the charity receives 
goes directly to provide 
services for homeless people. 
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All package 
prices include log 
cabin installation 


UPGRADE4CR0SS OViP 

\ cabin rang£ 


Buy Silver and we’ll 
upgrade you to Gold 


Buy Gold we’ll upgrade 
you to Platinum 


Buy platinum package 
and we’ll upgrade you to a 
FREE floor insulation and 
an electrical package 


SAVING UP TO £2000 


Johnson’s Nursery, 
Old Thanet Way, 
Chestfield, 
Kent, 

CT5 3JD 
01227 793717 


Polhill Garden Centre, 
London Road, Halstead, 
Sevenoaks, 

Kent, TNI4 7AD 
Car Park B 
01959 533466 


Newnham Court 
Shopping Village, 
Bearsted Rd, Maidstone, 
Kent, ME14 5LH 
at rear of Notcutts 
01622 730777 


Bybrook Barn 
Garden Centre, 
Canterbury Road 
Ashford, Kent, 
TN24 9JZ 
01233 878412 


Elm Court Garden Centre, 
Capstone Road, 
Gillingham, 

Kent, 

ME7 3JQ 
01634 405859 


www.needextraspace.co.uk 0845 4599444 

FIVE DISPLAY VILLAGES ACROSS KENT 


SAVING UP TO £2000 


SAVING UP TO £2200 


FREE HOME SITE VISITS AVAILABLE 
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TALENTED: Just one of the many pieces of art created by Compaid’s clients. The charity gives users the chance to learn new skills, express themselves as well as keep in touch with friends 


Using the power 
of technology to 
develop hidden 
talents and skills 

Since 1986, the charity Compaid has helped those facing 
the likes of disability and dementia to harness the power of 
the PC to enhance their lives, as Caroline Read found out 


T HINK modern technology 
and the chances are you’ll 
imagine eager youngsters 
seizing the opportunity to 
harness the latest technol¬ 
ogy to further themselves. 

Yet for one charity in the west of 
the county, it has been the catalyst for 
its very creation - using the power 
provided by a computer to channel 
the talents of those facing a range of 
personal challenges. 

Whether it be a disability or de¬ 
mentia, there is perhaps no other 
charity in Kent quite like Compaid. 

Based in Paddock Wood, its crea¬ 
tion was centred around using the 
latest computer technology to aid 
personal development. 

From its humble beginnings some 
28 years ago - when personal comput¬ 
ers were still rare, bulky, expensive 
and niche - today it harnesses the 
remarkable power of the microchip to 
deliver real results for those it serves. 

Through its outreach work, anoth¬ 
er branch of the charity, it provides 
training in the home for disabled 
people who aren’t able to travel to its 
centre on Maidstone Road - taking 
technology into care homes to enrich 
the lives of older people and those suf¬ 
fering from dementia. 

Where once its yellow vans were a 
common sight around west Kent, fer¬ 
rying those using its services to and 
from its headquarters, today it has a 
fleet of 12, providing transport for 
medical appointments, shopping or 
even day trips. 

It’s come a long way since its crea¬ 
tion in 1986 by Lorna Ridgeway, 

A volunteer at the Seven Springs 
Cheshire Home, on the Pembury Road 
in Tunbridge Wells, she was used to 
dealing with the disabled and could 
see the potential technology offered. 

Stephen Elsden is Compaid’s chief 
executive. 

He told KoS: “This was about the 
time that the BBC Micro was coming 
out. A personal computer the BBC 
created to try and get personal com¬ 
puting really embedded into schools. 


“Lorna saw all this going on and 
thought there had to be something 
here that disabled people could bene¬ 
fit from, so she got some BBC Micros, 
and some other bits of kit, into the 
Cheshire Home and started working 
with a small group of residents to de¬ 
velop adaptive hardware, so they 
could use a computer keyboard, and 
also do some programming.” 

The project swiftly developed and 
disabled people from outside the 
home became involved. 

It quickly outgrew the small com¬ 
puter room Mrs Ridgeway had set up 
and required its own, more spacious 
and accessible, premises. 

With the charity now set up in its 
own right, it opened its doors in a pre¬ 
fabricated building on the old 


Pembury Hospital site in 1986. 

For those with learning difficulties 
and those with physical disabilities, it 
opened the door to a way to express 
themselves previously unimagined. 

People came in each day from an 
increasingly wide catchment area to 
develop their skills, assisted by a mix¬ 
ture of paid staff and volunteers, es¬ 
sentially technicians, designing bits 
of kit and programs to adapt them to 
the needs of disabled users. 

“Over time,” says Mr Elsden, “more 
commercial organisations came 
along who started seeing the poten¬ 
tial. They started manufacturing 
things like rollerballs, instead of com¬ 
puter mice, and devices with straws 
you can blow into to control the com¬ 
puter if you couldn’t use your arms. 


“So Compaid’s position in that area 
changed over time from designing the 
kit and writing the software, to buying 
it in but still training people to show 
them what they could do with it.” 

In the early years of Compaid, a 
couple of vans with wheelchair ac¬ 
cess were donated and two volunteer 
drivers were responsible for picking 
up and dropping off clients. 

“But after a little while Lorna no¬ 
ticed that these vehicles and their 
drivers were only busy at the begin¬ 
ning and the end of the day,” explains 
Mr Elsden, “so she thought about 
ways to use them during that time. 
That was really the start of Compaid’s 
transport arm. 

“In those early days the vehicles 
would drive around certain care 


homes, including Seven Springs, and 
collect residents to take them shop¬ 
ping. By the end of the 1980s, both 
the computer centre and the trans¬ 
port arm of the charity were estab¬ 
lished as Compaid services.” 

N ow, 28 years later, and the 
charity is supporting some 
80 clients in the Paddock 
Wood training centre, 
where it moved three years ago, and 
300 via the outreach programme. 

“They might be using the Microsoft 
Office applications to set up spread¬ 
sheets,” says Mr Elsden, “or a lot of 
our clients are developing design 
skills so they’re using Photoshop or 
Paint to create works of art. 

“We have pictures on the walls of 
the centre that have all been designed 
by clients.” 

Others are using the computers to 
establish friendship networks, using 
social media, and getting back in 
touch with friends and family they 
may have lost touch with. 

As Mr Elsden explains, many of the 
Compaid clients are people who have 
lived with disabilities all their lives, 
but increasingly people are being 
referred who have suffered brain in¬ 
juries as a result of either stroke or 
road accidents. 

One client, Steven Groves, 28, from 
Tonbridge, spends two days a week at 
the centre. “I’m here on Mondays as a 
client,” he says, “but on Friday I’m 
here as a volunteer to help.” 

Despite using a wheelchair Mr 
Groves is a qualified football coach 
and runs a successful children’s foot¬ 
ball team. He uses Mondays to catch 
up with the paperwork involved in 
running the team. 

“When I’m here as a volunteer, I do 
everything from helping a client to 
make a greeting card to playing a 
computer game with them. The way I 
look at volunteering is that Compaid 
have helped me so I’m helping them.” 
The charity relies heavily on funding 
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BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE WAREHOUSE 


AREHOUSE 


MASSIVE CLEARANCE! 

UNREPEATABLE PRICES! 

NEVER TO BE FOUND 
ANYWHERE! 


Here is a sample of the discounts we have on hundreds of items: 


CODE 

PRODUCT 

OUR PRICE 

RRP 

ACCESSORIES 

ASNCOO Toilet Roll holder Chr 

£10.00 

£54.00 

ASNC06 

Medium Towel Rail Chr 

£15.00 

£98.00 

ATC08 

Glass Shelf Chrome 

£15.00 

£87.00 

BATHS 

BVRDWOO 

Vermont Double Ended 1800x800 

£135.00 

£461.00 

BVRWOO 

Vermont Single Ended 1700x750 

£125.00 

£346.00 

FURNITURE 

FFGP20 

500 wide Drawer Unit Gloss Plum 

£75.00 

£401.00 

FFGP25 

500 wide Mirror Gloss Plum 

£20.00 

£109.56 

FF034 

700 Drawer Unit Light Oak 

£75.00 

£456.00 

FF056 

500 wide Vanity Light Oak 

£50.00 

£373.00 

POTTERY 

PCPW161 

Caprieeze Lrg Quadrant Corner Basin 

£30.00 

£186.78 

PDBVWOO 

Danube Vessel Basin White 

£50.00 

£439.00 

PMX071 

Matrix 1 tap cloakroom basin 

£25.00 

£37.02 

PNVWOO 

Nile Vessel Basin Freestanding 

£50.00 

£329.00 

PVENW361 

Venice Semi Recessed Basin White 

£50.00 

£329.00 

PZBOO 

Zaar CC Pan Black Close Coupled 

£55.00 

£305.36 

PZW07 

Zaar Cloak Basin 

£25.00 

£141.96 

PZWR15 

Zaar R/h Basin Right or Left Handed 

£25.00 

£172.60 

SHOWERS 

SDPCP70 

Unity 760 Pivet Door 

£70.00 

£469.56 

SDPCP80 

Unity 800 Pivet Door 

£70.00 

£469.56 

SNHCOO 

Con Shower Value 

£80.00 

£295.15 

SNHC05 

Exposed Dual Shower Unit 

£60.00 

£397.20 

SSBC04 

Duo Body Jet per pair 

£15.00 

£102.13 

STDWL071 

1200x900 Quadrant Delx Shower 

£70.00 

£459.13 

SVDR900 

900 Hinged Shower Door 

£90.00 

£449.36 

SVRC04 

No 2 Flexi Kit 

£15.00 

£48.00 

TAPS 

TCOCW073 

Compass Wall Mounted Bath Filler 

£40.00 

£343.31 

TGA07 OG 

Granley Deck Bathfill Gold 

£50.00 

£324.00 

TGA09 OG 

Grn 3 holed Swivel Basin Mixer Gold 

£60.00 

£410.00 

THA01 OG 

Victorian Bath Tap Gold 

£20.00 

£127.00 

THA05 OG 

Victorian Bidet Mixer Gold 

£30.00 

£204.00 

TSFC04 

Single Lever Basin Mixer 

£26.00 

£126.26 

TTOCOO 

Pair Chrome Basin Taps 

£20.00 

£133.79 

TTOCOI 

Pair Chrome Bath Taps 

£25.00 

£156.25 

TVRCOO 

Vermont Basin Taps Chrome 

£20.00 

£61.00 

TVCR01 

Vermont Bath Taps Chrome 

£25.00 

£76.00 

TVCR02 

Vermont Bath Shower Mixer C/P 

£100.00 

£266.00 

TVCR04 

Vermont Basin Mono PUW 

£50.00 

£135.00 

TVRC072 

Vermont Bath Filler 

£50.00 

£154.00 


All prices Include VAT 


UNBEATABLE PRICES ON QUALITY BATHROOM 
EQUIPMENT 

Visit our showrooms or enquire TODAY! 


4 Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 
T: 01634 813813 I E: sales@morrisandturner.co.uk 

www.morrisandturner.co.uk 


Chatham Branch Opening Hours: 08:30 - 17:00 Monday - Friday 
09:00- 17:00 Saturday I Sunday - Sorry Closed 

Outlet Branch at Dockside Outlet, Chatham ME4 3ED (01634) 891524 
Opening Hours: 10:00 - 18:00 Monday - Wednesday I 10:00 - 19:00 
Thursday - Friday 10:00- 18:00 Saturday I 11:00 - 17:00 Sunday 
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from social services as most of the clients are re¬ 
ferred by social workers. But they also have to 
raise upwards of £200,000 each year to main¬ 
tain the work they do. 

Much of this money is donated by the families 
of clients who have died, but local businesses 
also help and the charity runs several fund rais¬ 
ing events each year, including an annual ball 
and a local talent competition for young people 
called Compaid’s Got Talent. 

E arlier this year at the final of the competi¬ 
tion, held at the Trinity Theatre in Tun¬ 
bridge Wells, Compaid’s own music 
group, Concerted Effort, debuted some of 
the material they have been working on with 
some high-tech computer equipment designed 
specially to allow disabled people to make music. 

Using a combination of pads pre-programmed 
with musical sounds, a Soundbeam system - 
where players just need to break the beam with 
a movement to create a chord - and a tactile 
instrument called a Skoog, which plugs directly 
into a computer USB, the band wowed the audi¬ 
ence with a performance of three short pieces of 
music. 

“The idea is for some of the clients to create 
pieces of music and then we’ll gradually bring 
those together,” says Mr Elsden. 

“In fact we had a meeting a few weeks ago 
with Mark Ayres who is a TV and film composer 
who worked on Doctor Who many years ago. 

“He’s shown us some of the apps and bits of 
software that he uses when he’s composing. 

“We’re going to take lots of the sounds our 
clients have been working on, throw in some 
live instruments, and probably some live voices, 
and put them together to create something and 
record it. 

“The demos we did at Compaid’s Got Talent 
were the first fruits of that.” 

Outreach and training manager Val Sprott 
has taken responsibility for the music project - 
as she has been using the instruments as part of 
her work with outreach clients for some time. 

It was her idea to form Concerted Effort and she 
is passionate about the uplifting effect of being 
able to create music with limited movement. 

“We have great success with Soundbeam and 
Skoog in outreach,” she says. 

kk We’re mainly using the 
technology to stimulate. We’ll 
go into care homes and use 
their computers, or take our 
own laptops, and do things 
enjoyable and creative ff 


Val Sprott, 

Compaid outreach and training manager 



REACHING OUT: Val Sprott (above) and 
the musical Soundbeam; one of the charity’s 
distinctive vehicles (top). 

“We’re mainly using the technology to stimu¬ 
late people. 

“We’ll go into residential care homes and ei¬ 
ther use their computers, or take our own lap¬ 
tops, and do things with people that are enjoy¬ 
able and creative. 

“When we’ve worked with people with pro¬ 
found disabilities both the Soundbeam, which 
cost thousands of pounds to buy, and the Skoog 
have proved to be really good. 

“We’ve had particularly interesting results 
with dementia patients because they’re able to 
lose themselves in creating music. The sight of 
old ladies jamming is a joyous thing to behold.” 

Nina McMillan, 66, from Tunbridge Wells, is 
one of the Compaid centre clients who per¬ 
formed at the charity’s talent show. Playing one 
of the two Soundbeam sensors with a graceful 
movement of her arm, the wheelchair user has 
found the musical project rewarding. 

She said: “The system was very easy to learn 
and I thoroughly enjoyed playing it live on 
stage. It really lifted my spirits.” 

Mrs Sprott’s dream for the music project is to 
create and release a charity Christmas single 
but it’s something she feels she’s going to need 
the help of a volunteer with. 

“I’m not a musician so what we really need is 
for someone to come in who can bring all of these 
sounds together for us into an arrangement.” 

■ Visit www.compaid.org.uk for information 
about their services and about volunteering 
opportunities. 
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CONTEMPORARY: Three trunks support the tree house’s cocoon-like structure 

Cocoon-like tree house which 
is a hush-hush secret success 


IT’S not your regular tree house, but were 
you to let your children play in such a 
remarkable structure one thing you could 
be sure of is that the neighbours wouldn’t 
complain about the noise. 

Because this is the Quiet Tree house 
- created by a Tunbridge Wells firm and 
officially unveiled at the Ideal Home Show at 
Earls Court in London, which started this 
week. 

Andy Payne, the managing director of 
Blue Forest, the firm behind it, said: “This is a 
new concept in tree house construction with 


incredible acoustic performance, as well 
as sustainable design and build principles. 

“The bold contemporary design is 
based on three primary trunks supporting 
the cocoon-like creation, which is accessed 
via stairs to the main floor. 

“This means it can be installed independ¬ 
ently of a host tree yet still provides the 
user with the feeling that they are high in 
the tree tops looking down on the world 
below.” 

After its time at the show it will be moved 
to the grounds of a hospice. 


Downton Abbey architect’s 
antiques sell at £1.5m auction 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


THE contents of the home of an architect who 
designed one of the buildings in Downton Ab¬ 
bey sold under the auctioneer’s hammer this 
week. 

The collection of antiques and furniture had 
belonged to Giles Newby Vincent, an architect, 
interior decorator and garden designer, who 
counts the likes of Sir Elton John and Lord Hesel- 
tine among his former clients. 

He is perhaps best known for his work on ‘the 
Crawley house’ which features in the hit ITV pe¬ 
riod drama. 

They formed a collection at his home in Wick- 
hambreaux, near Canterbury, which is current¬ 
ly on the market with an asking price of £2.25m. 

Deciding to sell-up, he instructed auctioneers 
Bonhams to sell the contents. 

Thus, it formed part of a fine English furniture 
sale staged at the auction house’s London sale 
room this week. In total, with other items in¬ 
cluded, the auction raised a staggering £1.5m. 

Of all the items from the architect’s collection, 
the best seller was lot 26. 

It was a wartime Christmas present from an 
English gentleman to his wife which tripled its 
estimates to realise £80,500. 

The George II carved walnut, featherbanded 
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OLD RECTORY: Contents under the hammer 

bureau came with an annotated receipt, “To a 
war worn housewife! Best Christmas Wishes 
and a tribute of profound admiration, 1942”. 

Mr Newby Vincent worked on the house lived 
in by Mrs Crawley in the hit ITV period drama. 

One of the garden alterations he made, lower¬ 
ing the courtyard wall, opened up the view 
across the churchyard into the front garden. 

This view of the Crawley’s house is now one of 
the most frequently used location shots in the 
hugely popular series. 

The Old Rectory in Wickhambreaux was built 
in 1713 and is considered one Kent’s finest small 
Queen Anne country houses. Mr Newby Vin¬ 
cent is selling up to fund a project in St Tropez. 
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Competition 

Don't let limescale 
leave you out in 
the cold this winter 


ARE you a home-owner in Kent? If so you are 
one of millions of UK residents living in a hard 
water area. 

But help is at hand as you could benefit 
from being one of the two lucky winners of 
a Combimate, a very clever and neat little 
device that attaches to your cold water 
mains pipe and prevents limescale 
build-up - one of the main causes of 
boiler breakdown. 

This tried and tested product - from 
water management experts Cistermiser 
- will not only protect your boiler and 
appliances, but can also help to keep 
energy costs down. 

The Combimate has been safeguard¬ 
ing homes from limescale in hard water 
areas for more than 25 years. It usually 
retails at £150, but we are offering you 
the chance to win one of two Combimates 
for free in our great competition. 

What’s more, if you don’t win, you can still 
save yourself 10 per cent on one of these handy 
gadgets by visiting www.combimate.co.uk and 
entering promotional code COMKSOl. 

To be in with a chance of winning, simply 
answer the following question: 

Question: What is the correct chemical 
formula for water? 

a) C02 

b) H20 

c) HO 

To enter text KOS followed by COMBIMATE 
and your answer then your first name, 
surname address and postcode to 80058, eg. 
KOS COMBIMATE C JOHN SMITH 2 THE 
STREET, TOWN, DV2 2GT. Texts cost 50p plus 
your standard network rate. 

Winners will be selected from all correct 
entries. The promoter’s decision is final. Usual 




COMBIMATE 

£!HI 11 B LrNEBEALi P-it mLhT« 0h 


terms and conditions, which can be found on 
our website www.kentnews.co.uk apply. 

Please note if you should enter after the 
closing deadline of March 25, 2014, your entry 
will not be valid, but you still may be charged. 

SMS services are provided by BBA Digital 
helpline telephone 0844 3572403. 

Alternatively enter by post to Combimate 
Competition, Archant KOS Media, Apple 
Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, Kent TN25 6SS, 
including your name, address, postcode and 
contact telephone number. 



• End of life vehicles purchased 
• All grades of iron & steel purchased 
Richborough Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JE 
01304 617733 (Non-ferrous department) 




rf 
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Unit 11-12 Canterbury Industrial Park, Island Road, Hersden, 
Canterbury, Kent CT3 4HQ 01227 713850 

• Uniform prices paid at both depots 

Bright Wire £3,600 per tonne 
New Production Brass Cuttings £2,700 per tonne 
Clean Aluminium Wheels £780 per tonne 
Household Cable £1,200 per tonne 
Lead £980 per tonne 
Copper water cylinders £48 each 
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Specialists in Kitchen Makeovers and 
New Kitchens Doors & Worktops 

Giving New Life to Old Kitchens 

DREAM DOORS 8 

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 

Call Stuart for a FREE Quote on 01622 808942 


View our credentials at 


r Cheekatrade.cornl 

Where repumiofl matter! 


Visit our Showroom: 12 Pudding Lane, 

Maidstone, Kent, MEM 1LN made in the uk 
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New powers let women know 
about a partner’s abusive past 


Launched last 
weekend, ‘Clare’s 
Law’ protects 
against bullying 
and violent 
relationships and 
has already been 
used in Kent. 
However, the 
scheme has been 
criticised by abuse 
victims and the 
charity Refuge, 
as Sarah Linney 
discovered. 


A CONTROVERSIAL new 
power enabling women 
to discover if their part¬ 
ner has an abusive past 
went live last weekend - 
and within days had already sparked 
inquiries from people in Kent. 

What has been dubbed ‘Clare’s Law’ 
allows anyone to file a request with 
police to ascertain if their partner has 
a history of domestic violence. 

If checks reveal the person has a 
criminal record that could mean 
their partner’s safety, or the safety of 
any children, is at risk, police will get 
in contact with the details. 

The law is named after Clare Wood. 
The 36-year-old was strangled by her 
ex-boyfriend George Appleton in 
February 2009. Appleton had a 
record of violence against women, 
which included threats, harassment 
and the kidnapping of one of his ex¬ 
girlfriends at knifepoint. 

Clare’s father, Michael Brown, had 
applied pressure to introduce the law, 
which had been piloted by four police 
forces after being announced in 2012. 

It came into force on Saturday and 
by Monday Kent Police had already 
had four inquiries. 

“It allows someone to corroborate 
their concerns,” said Det Chief Insp 


Andy Pritchard, from Kent Police’s 
public protection unit. 

“Maybe the person is already being 
psychologically abusive. Some people 
don’t recognise that what they are ex¬ 
periencing is abuse - they think they 
are just having a lot of arguments. 

“History tells us that domestic vio¬ 
lence is a difficult cycle to break and 
there are a lot of repeat perpetrators. 

“But their offences are now going 
to follow them around for the rest of 
their lives. Hopefully, this will have a 
preventative effect on some perpetra¬ 
tors and they may seek help earlier.” 

Not everything on someone’s 
record would be revealed, however. 

Convictions for non-violent offenc¬ 
es or unsubstantiated allegations, for 
example, are more likely not to be. 

Each case is looked at individually 
by the police, together with the chari¬ 
ty Victim Support and Kent Probation. 

But, says Mr Pritchard, anything 
that could mean someone’s safety is 
at risk will be disclosed. 

Sometimes, if the person who made 
the inquiry isn’t in a position to pro¬ 
tect the potential victim, the informa¬ 
tion will be given to the potential vic¬ 
tim or to someone who can protect 
them instead. 

“The purpose is to keep people safe. 


That overrides the right to privacy in 
terms of people’s data,” Mr Pritchard 
said. 

Last year there were almost 25,000 
instances of domestic abuse in Kent. 
Since April 2011, 11 people in the 
county have been killed by a partner 
or ex-partner. 

According to statistics from Ref¬ 
uge, the domestic violence charity, 
only 23 per cent of victims report the 
abuse to police. 

Whether or not the person is found 
to have a record, police will help you 
address your concerns, do a risk as¬ 
sessment and put you in touch with 
other organisations that can also of¬ 
fer support. Attending a rehabilita¬ 
tion programme is not compulsory 
for those found guilty of domestic- 
violence offences. 

Offenders must volunteer to attend, 
and even then the programmes are so 
underfunded that there are often no 
places available. 

“The number of places is minus¬ 
cule,” Mr Pritchard said. 

“We are looking to fund more of 
these programmes. They are very ef¬ 
fective and significantly reduce re¬ 
peat offending, although there are 
hardcore offenders on whom they 
don’t always work. 


“Unless someone poses a serious 
threat, most of these services are con¬ 
fidential and completely detached 
from prosecution services, so you can 
approach them for help voluntarily 
without the worry of prosecution. 

“People see domestic violence as a 
police issue, but in fact most public 
services, from A&E to housing de¬ 
partments, would benefit from of¬ 
fenders being able to address their 
behaviour.” 

Clare’s Law has, however, been 
criticised by domestic-violence chari¬ 
ty Refuge, which says it has “grave 
concerns” about it. 

In a statement, the charity listed 
seven cases since 2005 in which in¬ 
quests or the Independent Police 
Complaints Commission had judged 
that the police, the CPS and social 
services had failed to protect women 
who were murdered by their partners 
or exes. These included 24-year-old 
Cassandra Hasanovic, who was 
stabbed to death by her estranged 
husband Hajrudin in front of their 
two sons in Sussex in 2008. 

Mrs Hasanovic had been assessed 
by police as being at high risk of seri¬ 
ous harm at her husband’s hands. 
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kk I think there are 
a lot of massive 
loopholes. Because I 
never approached the 
police, the law would 
not be able to protect a 
future partner of his f f 


Anonymous, 

Kent domestic abuse victim 
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But the inquest jury criticised Kent 
Police for failing to arrest her husband, 
who was living in Dover, for repeat¬ 
edly breaching bail conditions pre¬ 
venting him having contact with her. 

“Clare’s Law sounds good on paper, 
but in reality it will do little to help 
victims of domestic violence,” said 
Refuge chief executive Sandra Horley. 

“We believe resources would be bet¬ 
ter spent on improving basic police re¬ 
sponse to victims of domestic violence 
and protecting vital services run by 
organisations like Refuge - refuges 
are closing up and down the country 
because of huge funding cuts.” 

Carolyn Hodrien, from Victim Sup¬ 
port, said it was vital that anyone 
who found out that their partner had 
a history of violence was immediately 
referred for support. 

“Leaving an abusive relationship 
can be devastating as it affects every 
area of that person’s life,” she said. 

However, Mr Pritchard stressed 
that the force took domestic violence 
very seriously. 

“I have been working in domestic 
violence for eight years and the re¬ 
sponse has improved massively in 
that time,” he said. 

“There is quite a tide turning. 
There is so much more activity now 
than I have ever known. 

“In Kent, we have an excellent rela¬ 
tionship with a number of domestic- 
abuse charities and we work together 
to ensure victims are kept safe. It 
would be an impossibility to get it right 
in every situation, but we work hard.” 

A ll decisions by officers in 
domestic-violence cases 
are scrutinised by supervi¬ 
sors to make sure they are 
the right ones, Mr Pritchard said. 

“There is a presumption in favour 
of arrest, which isn’t the case with 
other offences. If you are called to an 
incident of domestic violence and you 
don’t arrest, you have to justify why 
you didn’t,” he said. 

“We seek in every case to arrest the 
offender urgently and we would pri¬ 
oritise that even if that’s not what the 
victim is asking. Victims will not 
always be able to have the freedom to 
make a rational choice and, occasion¬ 
ally, we have to go against their 
wishes to take the offender out of the 
picture and ensure people are safe. 

“We review every domestic homi¬ 
cide case and look for things we could 
have done better. I don’t want 
victims’ confidence in the police re¬ 
sponse to be undermined. I would 
advise people to seek help at the earli¬ 
est stage possible. Don’t feel isolated. 
It is an incredibly common situation.” 
■ What do you think? Join the 
debate. Share your views; write to 
The Editor, KoS, Apple Barn, Hythe 
Road, Smeeth, Ashford TN25 6SS, or 
email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 
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A Kent victim of domestic violence tells her harrowing 
experience of abuse and the fear of not being believed 


# ^ | CAN remember the 

W w I first time he hit me. It 
I was just a slap. 

I was ranting at him 
and he said he did it because I was 
getting hysterical. You think 'It’s just 
a slap’ and he was really sorry. 

My situation didn’t involve getting 
beaten to a pulp every day. 

It wasn’t like Trevor and Little Mo. 
I remember watching EastEnders 
and thinking that’s what real 
domestic violence is. 

But any behaviour that makes 
you frightened is domestic abuse. 

I was scared of him, but I still 
married him. He was controlling 
and he did things bit by bit. 

He persuaded me to have a joint 
bank account, but then if I spent 
anything on the card there would 
be a big row, so he said it would be 
better if he looked after the cards 
and gave me an allowance. 

If I didn’t go along with 
something he would start pushing 
me and spitting at me, and he 
would say that I just had to be a 
good girl and then he wouldn’t 
need to do that, would he? 

When our son was about five, he 
decided he was going to take over 
the shopping to help me. He wasn’t 
giving me any money at all. I was 
isolated and had no company. 


By then he wasn’t really hitting 
me, but his aggressive behaviour 
came out through sex. 

Any ideas that my body 
belonged to me, that I was a person 
in my own right, were gone. 

I felt like a slave, like an object. I 
wasn’t a whole person. 

It’s easy to say from the outside 
Why don’t you leave? ’. 

But you think it’s your fault and 
that you can make it better. 

Over a number of years I 
realised I needed to get out. I had 
confided in a friend and she told me 
I had to leave him, but I needed to 
know for myself that I had done 
everything I could to make the 
relationship work. 

It took me two years to leave - 
two years of sleeping on the sofa 
while I found a job and saved up the 
money for accommodation of my 
own. It had to be done very slowly 
and almost gently -1 couldn’t risk 
the violence starting up again. 

But I think he realised that the 
power was gone. 

I never went to the police. He 
would have lost his job if he had 
been accused of domestic violence. 
And I was scared of not being 
believed. 

I was never beaten so that people 
would notice, and he was not very 


big so people would never have 
believed that he could be violent. 

I have total freedom now. It is like 
being released from slavery. 

I have signed up to do an Open 
University degree, which is 
something I would never have been 
able to do while I was with him. It 
feels like my life has just started. 

I consider myself a survivor 
rather than a victim. 

My hope for my former partner is 
that he learns from this. 

I quite like the idea of Clare’s 
Law, but I think there are a lot of 
massive loopholes. 

Because I never approached the 
police, the law would not be able to 
protect a future partner of his, and I 
think that is true of most cases. 

The law also only deals with 
women who have suffered from 
violence. 

What about people who have 
money taken from them, or their 
sexual personality taken from 
them? Are we saying that someone 
can bully you as much as they want 
as long as they don’t hit you? 

Just because someone doesn’t 
have a record of abuse doesn’t 
mean they have never been 
abusive. 

It just means they have 
never been caught. 




How to use 
Clare’s Law 

ANYONE can make an inquiry 
under Clare’s Law by visiting a 
police station, stopping an officer 
in the street or calling 101, the 
police’s non-emergency number. 

You can find your nearest police 
station at www.kent.police.uk. 

If you’re calling on behalf of 
someone else, police will ask 
about your relationship with the 
potential victim and their partner 
and why you are concerned. 

You’ll also be asked for ID and 
to give details of when and where 
you can be safely contacted. 

This, says Det Chief Insp Andy 
Pritchard, should stop anyone 
making a malicious allegation. 

“The law has been piloted in 
Manchester, Nottinghamshire, 
Wiltshire and Gwent since 
September 2012 and there has 
been no troublemaking,” he said. 

“We will be asking enough 
questions for it to be likely that we 
would identify a malicious 
inquiry. If that happened, the 
person could be prosecuted.” 

It is estimated some 400 
requests for information were 
made in the pilot areas. 

Getting help 

■ Domestic Abuse Support in 
Kent: Information on services 
and advice on staying safe and 
getting help for yourself or a 
friend. There’s also information 
for perpetrators of domestic 
violence who want to get help. 
www.domesticabuseservices.org.uk 

■ Kent Domestic Abuse 
Consortium-01227 452852: 
Information on what forms abuse 
can take and where to get help. 
www.kdac.org.uk 

■ National Domestic Violence 
Helpline - 0808 2000 247 

■ Men’s Advice Line 
-0808 801 0327 

■ Refuge: www.refuge.org.uk 

■ Victim Support: www. 
victimsupport.org.uk 

■ Women’s Aid (national 
domestic violence charity): 

Email helpline@womensaid.org.uk 
www.womensaid.org.uk/ 

■ Broken Rainbow (LGBT 
domestic violence charity) - 
0300 999 5428 
www.brokenrainbow.org.uk/ 

Or call the police on 101 or 999 
if an emergency. 


Clare’s Law - the tragic story of failures behind new power 


THE mother-of-one from Salford, 
Manchester, had met George 
Appleton on Facebook in April 2008. 

The two hit it off and were together 
until October of the same year. 

At that point Ms Wood, 36, 
discovered he’d had a string of affairs 
and declared the relationship over. 

Within a week Appleton began a 
campaign of terror. He was abusive 
and threatened to burn her house 
down and attacked her. 

She reported the situation to 
police. Appleton was arrested and 
bailed, with conditions not to go 


near Ms Wood. 

As the situation appeared to calm, 
Ms Wood advised police she no longer 
believed him to be a threat. 

In January, there was a flurry of 
activity and police involvement amid 
claims of sexual assault. 

On February 2, Clare was 
murdered. She had been strangled 
and set on fire. Her body was not 
found for four days. Ten days after her 
death the body of Appleton was found 
hanging in a derelict house. 

Despite her numerous contacts 
with the police, at no point was she 
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informed of Appleton’s history, which 
included violence against women, 
repeated harassment, threats and 
even the kidnapping at knifepoint of 
one of his ex-girlfriends. 

The Independent Police Complaints 
Commission (IPCC) concluded Miss 
Wood had been let down by 
“individual and systemic” failures by 
Greater Manchester Police. 

Speaking at the inquest into her 
death, her father, Michael Brown, 
said: “I’m here to help ensure that no 
other father has to sit here because 
the same mistakes have been made 


- and I believe mistakes were made. 
My daughter didn’t get the protection 
she needed when she needed it.” 

Home Secretary Theresa May said: 
“Domestic abuse shatters lives - 
Clare’s Law provides people with the 
information they need to escape an 
abusive situation before it ends in 
tragedy. 

“The scheme ensures more people 
can make informed decisions about 
their relationship and escape if 
necessary. This is an important step 
to ensuring we do better by women 
like Clare Wood in the future.” 
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Public Health England’s report that it has seen a rise this year in the number of people suffering from 
a largely forgotten disease is not good news for those feeling under the weather, writes Chris Murphy 


P ARENTS across the coun¬ 
ty have been put on alert 
after a sharp national rise 
in the number of cases of 
scarlet fever. 

Public Health England (PHE) has 
reported that numbers have soared in 
the first eight weeks of the year com¬ 
pared with the same time last year. 

In 2014 there have been 1,215 
notified cases so far - a hefty increase 
on last year’s total of 958. 

This is a 24-year high, the organi¬ 
sation said, and there is no vaccine. 

The bacterial illness causes a dis¬ 
tinctive itchy rash, high temperature 
and sore throat as well as a white 
coating on the tongue. 

While it is often mild, it can cause 
the sufferer to feel ill for up to five days 
and is highly contagious. 

The numbers are rising in Kent, too. 
In the area covered by Kent County 
Council - which excludes Medway - 
there have been almost 30 cases diag¬ 
nosed already this year. 

Although scarlet fever is most prev¬ 
alent in winter, were the 28 cases re¬ 
corded up to March 3 to be repeated 
at the same rate through the year, 
last year’s figures would be comforta¬ 
bly exceeded. 

There were 81 cases in 2011, 95 in 
2012 and 108 last year. 

In the far smaller area of Medway, 
figures almost doubled last year, ris¬ 
ing from nine in 2012 to 16 in 2013. 

But PHE says there is no need for 
anyone to panic as the disease can be 
treated with antibiotics if captured 
quickly enough. 

The number of cases in the UK 
tends to fluctuate, sometimes wildly. 

However, the recent increase is 
causing some anxiety. 

A PHE spokesman said: “It [scarlet 
fever] is usually cyclical with plenty 
of peaks and troughs, but this year it 
is higher than normal, hence the 
warning for everyone to be aware.” 

The number of cases normally rises 
during the winter months because 
bacteria that cause the illness are 
found in mucus and saliva, which 
can be spread through coughing and 
sneezing. 

Children are most at risk, but adults 
are also susceptible, so all need to be 
vigilant, says PHE. 

The majority of cases clear up nat¬ 
urally in about a week, but a course of 
antibiotics is advised to avoid possible 
complications. 

Anyone who thinks they may have 
scarlet fever - and it is still a rarity - 
should remain indoors for at least a 
day after taking the medication to 
avoid spreading it further. 

Dr Theresa Lamagni, PHE’s head of 
streptococcal infection surveillance, 

kk It [scarlet fever] is 
usually cyclical with 
plenty of peaks and 
troughs, but this year it 
is higher than normal, 
hence the warning for 
everyone to be aware f J 


Public Health England, who 

reported the sharp rise in disease 
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24-year high in scarlet 
fever cases leaves our 
health chiefs sweating 



NUMBERS IN KENT 


f^m 


NUMBERS IN MEDWAY 


said: “The first symptoms of scarlet 
fever often include a sore throat, head¬ 
ache, fever, nausea and vomiting. 

“Between 12 to 48 hours after this, 
a characteristic rash develops. 

“Cases are more common in chil¬ 
dren than in adults. Symptoms 
usually clear up after a week and 
in the majority of cases remain rea¬ 
sonably mild providing a course of 
antibiotics is completed to reduce the 
risk of complications. 

“Children or adults diagnosed with 
scarlet fever are advised to stay at 
home until at least 24 hours after the 
start of antibiotic treatment to avoid 
passing on the infection. 

“Public Health England publishes 
guidance for healthcare settings and 


schools where infections can spread 
easily. Where outbreaks occur, local 
health protection teams are on hand 
to provide a rapid response, effective 
outbreak management and advice. 

“We will continue to closely moni¬ 
tor these increases and work with 
healthcare professionals to try and 
halt the spread of infection.” 

A ndrew Scott-Clarke, direc¬ 
tor of public health for 
Kent, said: “A fine red rash 
develops which feels like 
sandpaper if you touch it. 

“Typically it first appears on the 
chest and stomach, rapidly spreading 
to other parts of the body. 

“On more darkly-pigmented skin, 


the scarlet rash may be harder to 
spot, although the ‘sandpaper’ feel 
should be present 

“Scarlet fever can be treated with 
antibiotics, but it is important people 
wash their hands often, not share 
eating utensils with an infected per¬ 
son, and also wash or dispose of 
handkerchiefs and tissues contami¬ 
nated by an infected person. 

“If you think you, or your child, 
have scarlet fever, it is important you 
see your GP as soon as possible, make 
sure that you and or your child takes 
the full course of any antibiotics pre¬ 
scribed by the doctor, stay at home, 
away from school or work for at least 
24 hours after starting treatment, to 
avoid spreading the infection.” 


A disease that 
killed so many 

SCARLET fever symptoms 
are generally a sore throat, 
headache, swollen neck 
glands and, more distinctively, 
peeling skin on fingertips and 
toes, and a white coating on 
the tongue. Antibiotics can 
quickly clear it up. 

But it wasn’t always the case. 

As recently as the early 20th 
century, it was the biggest killer 
of young children. Hearing 
diagnoses of scarlet fever 
almost certainly meant death. 

In the 1800s, there were 
serious epidemics of the 
disease, killing as many as 
1.5 people in every 1,000. 

Science blogs report it is 
generally agreed upon that the 
first sufficiently detailed paper 
identifying scarlet fever as a 
disease distinct from other 
rashes appears in 1553. 

In it, the Italian physician 
Giovanni Ingrassia describes 
the disease and refers to it as 
“rossalia”, meaning ‘rose’. 

The term ‘febris scarlatina’ 
appears in a 1676 publication 
by the British physician 
Thomas Sydenham. 

It was the discovery of 
penicillin that provided the 
breakthrough in successfully 
treating the illness, seeing the 
mortality rate drop dramatically. 

Famous victims 


INVENTOR Thomas A Edison 
survived scarlet fever, but it is 
claimed it may have caused 
his partial deafness. 

British-born Caroline 
Matilda, who went on to 
become Queen of Denmark 
and Norway, died from the 
disease at the age of 23 in 
1775, along with composer 
Johann Strauss in 1840. 

Maria Franziska von Trapp, 
the second daughter of 
Captain Georg von Trapp, 
caught the disease from her 
mother Agathe Whitehead, 
who died from the disease. 

Jean Harlow, the Hollywood 
sex symbol of the 1930s, 
contracted it as a little girl. 


KEA 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 




















VV- * 


mtm 


■Kw'Sr' ' * ililR 


A great range of fencing & gates 
Beautiful timber 

selected to your specifications by experts 


For all your timber needs 


01227 720537 
www.winghamtimber.com 


WINGHAM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
GOODNESTONE ROAD, 
WINGHAM,CANTERBURY, 
KENT,CT3 1AR 


Opening Hours:Mon-Fri:8-5,Sat:8.30-12.30 
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NO STRESS 
NO PARKING 


HEAR US ON 


AIRPORT CONNECTIONS 

□ START YOUR JOURNEY WITH US! 


heart 


SHUTTLE SERVICE 

Gatwick and Heathrow daily for only 


£40 £75 


RETURN PER PERSON 


SINGLE PER PERSON 




Collection times from: 


2am • 4am • 9am • 1pm 


£65 £120 


2 PEOPLE SINGLE 


2 PEOPLE RETURN 


PICK UP POINTS 


-- MARGATE 

-- RAMSGATE 

-- BROADSTAIRS 

-- BIRCHINGTON 

-- WESTGATE 

-■ SANDWICH 

-- DEAL 

-■ DOVER 

-■ FOLKESTONE 

-■ HERNE BAY 

-■ WHITSTABLE 

-■ FAVERSHAM 

-■ CANTERBURY 

-■ ASHFORD 

Check out our new 
Mobile App for Shuttle 
Service TEXT Shuttle 
to 80012 or scan in 
the QR code below 


COMPETITION TIME 
ENTER FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN! 

• ONE Winner will receive £300 CASH and a FREE return trip to Gatwick Airport for their next holiday! 

• Like our Facebook page, post a clear picture of YOU with ONE of our new adverts which is displayed 
in 3 locations at Gatwick Airport! 

• Full details and rules of the competition on our Facebook page. 

• Closing date Sunday 29th June 2014 at 8pm. Winner will be notified 30th June 2014 GOOD LUCK! 


NO 


DRAMA 


NO 


HASSLE 




NO 


FUSS 


RETURN FROM 

HEATHROW 

08.00 • 10.00 
15.00 • 19.00 


RETURN FROM 

GATWICK 


08.45 • 10.45 
15.45 • 19.45 


01843 823007 
01843 823700 


For more information on our services go to: 

www.connections4you. net 
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Yoko Ono tops the list 
for the third Triennial 

A wind-powered lift on the viaduct, lighting up the gas works... oh, and Yoko 
Ono set to take the Folkestone festival to new heights. By Greg Miles. 


T HE Folkestone Triennial 
is really putting itself on 
the map this year with 
the announcement that 
Yoko Ono will be among 
its contributing artists. 

The third instalment of the arts 
extravaganza gets under way in 
August, but this week culture 
vultures found out just exactly 
what is in store for them. 

The organising group behind 
the event, the Creative Foundation, 
is hoping that it will bring with it a 
legacy of investment and 
opportunity for those in the town. 

Ono, a peace activist, musician 
and concept artist, and who was 
married to Beatle John Lennon for 
11 years until his death in 1980, 
will create several text works that 
will be displayed around the town. 

One of her pieces is a new 
‘instruction’, an invitation to the 
people of Folkestone that will be on 
show at Ouarterhouse in Tontine 
Street. 

It is not the first time the 
81-year-old has exhibited in the 
town as she staged an event in the 
now-defunct Metropole arts centre 
in 1966. 

Although not confirmed, it is 
hoped she will appear at the event 
some time this summer. 

44 The Triennial is 
instrumental in 
regenerating Folkestone. 
It's going to be an exciting 
year for the town ** 

In total there will be work from 
19 different artists on display 
around the town from Saturday, 
August 30, until Sunday, 
November 2, with some being 
selected to stay put afterwards. 

Works include the 
refurbishment of Payers Park, clay 
installations by Andy 
Goldsworthy, a bamboo 
scaffolding-inspired structure at 
the harbour railway viaduct, a 
web of colour and light on the 
derelict gasworks site, a lookout 
suspended from the Grand Burstin 
Hotel, a food-themed architectural 
installation at the Glassworks 
Sixth Form Centre and a wind- 
powered lift on the Foord Road 
viaduct. 

The triennial started in 2008 
under the guidance of the Creative 
Foundation, making site-specific 
work for locations around the 



BIG NAMES: Above, Yoko Ono will exhibit work in Folkestone. Below is Pablo Bronstein’s Four Alternate 
Designs For A Lighthouse In The Style Of Nicholas Hawksmoor, which is one of the many works to be unveiled 


town, some of which were made 
permanent. The 2011 festival 
included the mermaid by Cornelia 
Parker and Tracey Emin’s Baby 
Things. 

Those works have become 
popular visitor attractions and 
even been adopted as iconic 
images for the area. 

Heading the event this year is 
curator Lewis Biggs. He is no 
stranger to such projects, having 
overseen the Liverpool Biennial for 
10 years until 2010. He also held 
the post of director of Tate 
Liverpool from 1990 until 2000. 

Although he lived in Liverpool 
for 25 years, he is more than 
familiar with this county. 

“I grew up in Kent and had 
family holidays in Margate,” he 
said. “I used to hang out in milk 
bars and watch the mods and 
rockers in the 60s. My own 
personal understanding of east 
Kent goes back a long way.” 

That said, he has spent time 
in the two years since his 
appointment researching the area, 
KEA 



enabling him to come up with the 
concept of Lookout. 

The concept is that “visitors to 
Lookout will be physically and 
emotionally transported to 
glimpse different perspectives on 
the future through an array of 
fabulous new artworks. They will 
be invited to reflect on the artists’ 


hopes and fears about universal 
issues: the gap between rich and 
poor, climate and environment, 
demography and migration, 
sustainability, regeneration, 
technology and communication, 

Continued on page 41 » 
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THE PAST AND PRESENT: Left is Patrick Tuttofuoco’s Folkestone Express, commissioned for the 2008 Triennial, and right is the 2014 curator Lewis Biggs, who has created the concept Lookout 


« Continued from page 39 

urban design, social engineering, 
food security and all the other 
aspects of our daily lives that are 
changing ever faster”. 

“I came to see the previous two 
examples of the Triennial,” said 
Biggs. 

“It is a unique event, not in the 
sense of commissioning art for public 
space because a lot of people do that, 
but one thing that’s unique is the 
sheer scale of what it is in a town this 


size. Secondly, it’s this business about 
having an ongoing dialogue with the 
town - that ambition of 
commissioning art that may become 
permanent is unique in this country. 

“It doesn’t happen at many other 
places.” 

Having surveyed the canvas that is 
the town, he then sets about 
selecting who he would like to get 
involved: 

“The Folkestone Triennial presents 
a very special opportunity for artists 
who want the challenge of showing 


44 I see my job as 
understanding context. 

I spend the first year 
researching Folkestone in 
its history and seeing 
where the energy is. What 
are the debates publicly 
and privately? 


outside the gallery, museum or sale 
room. 

“I have been careful to invite only 
artists whose works fits the 
opportunity, who want to be in 
dialogue with the urban context, 
who have something to say about 
contemporary life in a wider world 
and who want to engage with a 
broader audience. 

“I see my job as understanding the 
context. I spent the first year 
researching Folkestone and its 
history and seeing where the energy 


is. What are the debates publicly and 
privately? 

“Nothing happens without energy. 
There has to be some passion around 
somewhere. I research the 
opportunity and find the artist who 
can respond to that opportunity.” 

He said the Pent Stream had been 
a big inspiration in his approach to 
the Triennial and was a focus of 
what he hoped it would achieve. 

“I try to focus on the stream as 

Continued on page 42 » 
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HORNBY 


VISITOR CENTRE 


Open 7 days a 
week 10am - 5pm 


Ticket Prices 


Adults-£5 
Child (Ages 5-15) 

and OAP-E2.50 


Family-£12.50 

(2 Adults and up to 
4 children) 


Join us for a journey 

through the history of Britain’s best loved toys! 

Featuring rare products from the Hornby, 

Scalextric, Airfix and Corgi archives. Track the history 
of Hornby’s iconic model trains from Frank Hornby’s 
early home-made toys in sheet metal, through the 
development of Hornby ‘O’ gauge and Hornby-Dublo. 
Don’t miss the spectacular model railway layouts. The 
Hornby Retail Shop offers an extensive range of Hornby, 
Scalextric, Airfix, Humbrol and Corgi products. 


www.hornby.com/visitorcentre Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between 
Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 


www.facebook.com/ 

hornbymodelrailways 
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Picture: GABRIEL LESTER 


« Continued from page 41 

being the heart that frankly has been 
forgotten and overlooked because 
most of the money and power in 
Folkestone wants to turn its back on 
the heart, which is a disaster,” he 
said. 

“You have to respect history, 
which doesn’t mean going back into 
history but understanding it, which 
helps you understand the character 
and shape of a place. 

“Until money and power re¬ 
engages with its heart it’s not going 
to thrive. 

“If it can prompt power and money 
to re-engage with its heart it will 
have done some good.” 

Two artists who are well placed to 
discuss the stream are Diane Dever, 
who set up the Folkestone Fringe, 
and Jonathan Wright. 

They are involved in the Triennial 
for the first time this year and will 
use sculptural installations to invite 
reflection on the global and growing 
importance of water in the future. 

Their work rediscovers the hidden 
waterways of the Pent Stream, which 
in their eyes is an untapped and 
unseen resource that flows from the 
hills to the harbour that was a 
foundation of Folkestone’s past 
prosperity. 

“The Triennial is instrumental in 
regenerating Folkestone,” said Dever. 
“The sites are strategic in thinking 
about the future. It’s going to be a 
really exciting year for the town.” 

Wright added: “Things are finally 
coming together and being 
announced and it means we are able 
to produce the work. It has a major 
impact. 


As time moves on, the legacies of 
the work are considerable. There is a 
distinct change.” 

Creative Foundation chief 
executive Alistair Upton was equally 
pleased with the announcement and 
feels it will be a more visible offering 
this year. 

“It’s incredibly exciting,” he said. 
“We’ve got a wonderful range of 
artists, internationally-admired 
artists, local artists, from the 
established to the young. 

“There’s going to be some size to it, 
it’s going to have some impact. There 
are big names and more work 
outside. Last time there was more 
work inside. So in terms of physical 
size, it’s the biggest.” 

44 We've got a 
wonderful range of 
artists, internationally- 
admired artists, 
local artists, from the 
established to the 
young 

He stressed that the event was 
important to the town beyond this 
year: “You see people coming down 
with their maps to find where the 
artworks are. It has this long life, 
meaning people come all the time to 
visit. 

“You notice how some of the 
images of the Triennial become 
images of the town - people take 
pictures of the mermaid and talk 
about it.” 

■ For more information, visit 
www.folkestonetriennial.org.uk. 



ARTS: Gabriel Lester’s plans, 
above, for a bamboo-inspired work 
at the harbour station viaduct 
rendering. Below, the Grand 
Burstin Hotel will have a 
suspended lookout 



Danny Clarke 
The Flat Roofing 
Specialist 

• Free Estimates and advice 
• All Guttering and Fascia Work undertaken 

• Special Offer ~ 
GARAGE ROOFS only £500! 

All works Guaranteed for 10 YEARS 

01634 680103 / 
07608 776469 



No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour 
Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 


01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 


_ KITCHEN 

C^ANDY SHEPHERD^? 

~ DESIGNER LTD ~ 
Suppliers and Installers of Quality 

• Bathrooms 

• Bedrooms »im» 

• Kitchens 

Tel/Fax 01634 379423 

www.as-kitchens.co.uk 


ALL TONES 


BUILDING & DECORATING 
EXTENSIONS/RENOVATIONS 
CARPENTRY/JOINERY 
PLASTERING/DECORATING 
KITCHEN/BATHROOM 
DESIGN & INSTALL 
GARDEN LANDSCAPING 
ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
FRIENDLY, RELIABLE 
& FULLY INSURED 
www.alltonesbuildinganddecorating.co.uk 
www.alltoneshandyman.co.uk 


CALL PAUL: 
07586 854 866 
01322 807 425 

TO BEAT ANY 
GENUINE WRITTEN 
QUOTATION. 


AFFORDABLE 

WOOD BURNING 

STOVES 

from £334 delivered 

Specialising in 
Country Kiln 
Wood Burning and 
Multi Fuel Stoves 

T. 01560 483 966 

www.woodburningstoveslimited.com 



TJ 

Heating Services 


Plumbing & 



• Service and installation 

• Replacement and repair 

• Gas fires, combi boilers, water heaters & cookers 

• Fully insured and reliable service 


Boiler Service £50 
Landlords Certificate £60 
Boiler Breakdown Cover £5.99 

01795 475391 • 07912 940875 


TRAX MOBILE DISCO 


Dance the night away to music 
from the past to present day 
chart toppers 

• WEDDINGS • ENGAGEMENTS 
• BIRTHDAYS • FUNCTIONS 
• ANNIVERSARIES 

CALL FOR QUOTE 07810 282 107 

e: traxmobiledisco@hotmail.co.uk 

PAT Tested RL.I. (public liability insurance] 



^ K.O. 
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DOMESTIC REPAIRS 



309158 


• Washing Machines 

• Tumble Dryers 

• Fridge Freez ers 

• Ovens 

• Dishwasher^*'*®®* 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
Mon - Fri 8am - 7pm and 
Sat & Sun 8am - 5pm 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
PARTS/LABOUR 

/ 07958 065395 


Loc$/ 
Handyman 

Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

VCall Clive: 07765 663322 y 
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Electrical-Plumbing-Carpentry 
Kitchens & Bathrooms fitted 
Floor and Wall Tiling 
Painting & Decorating 
Handyman Services 


HANDYMAN SERVICES 



www.doitall4u.co.uk 

07771-501828 

info@doitall4u.co.uk 
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B40 schedule castle date 
as part of world tour return 

Tickets are on sale now for Rochester concert this summer 



REUNITED: UB40 founders Micky Virtue, left, Ali Campbell and Astro 


Time Out Top Ten 


R EUNITED reggae legends 
UB40 have been 
announced as headliners at 
this summer’s Castle 
Concerts in Rochester. 

The group behind Red, Red Wine 
and Can’t Help Falling In Love will be 
gracing the stage in the Castle 
Gardens on Friday, July 18, as a part 
of their world tour. 

Ali Campbell, Astro and Mickey 
Virtue, the three founding members 
of the group, have reunited and will 
be joined on stage with eight new 
band members. The band have had 
more than 50 hits in the UK singles 
charts and sold more than 70 million 
records worldwide. 

The reggae legends have been back 
in the studio more recently, working 
on material for a new album to be 
released soon. 

Howard Doe, portfolio holder for 
community services at Medway 
Council, said: “The four days of 
Castle Concerts we hold each year 
really are a high-point of Medway’s 
social calendar. 

“I would urge those who want to 
ensure they can get tickets to watch 
UB40 in the iconic setting of 
Rochester Castle to get them quickly 


as they are bound to be highly 
sought after.” 

Last year boyband The Wanted 
and Status Quo headlined the event. 
There was also an 80s Night 
featuring Tony Hadley of Spandau 
Ballet, ABC and Go West. 


■ To buy tickets, which are 
priced at £35, visit www. 
thecastleconcerts.co.uk, phone 
01634 338338 or visit the Central 
Theatre box office, The Brook 
Theatre box office or Medway 
Visitor Information Centre. 


Theatre Royal Margate 

Thu to Mon, March 20-24 

Phone: 01843 292795 

Alice in Wonderland: The classic, 
magical, tale performed by 
Theatre Royal Youth Theatre. 
Tickets £6. 

Leas Cliff Hall, 
Folkestone 

Friday, March 21 

Phone: 01303 338607 

Charlie Landsborough: Folk 
singer-writer is returning to the 
stage. Tickets £21.90. 

The Winter Gardens, 
Margate, 

Friday, March 21 

Phone: 01843 292795 

Tenors Un Limited: Join Scott, 
Paul and Jem for a classical-music 
journey. Tickets £18. 

□ The Granville Theatre, 
Ramsgate 

Saturday, March 22 

Phone: 01843 591750 

Lonnie Donegan Jnr: Son of skiffle 
legend is touring with his father’s 
material. Tickets £16. 

The Marlowe Theatre, 
Canterbury 

Wednesday, March 19 

Phone: 01227 787787 

Essence of Ireland: Get ready for 
an Irish song-and-dance 
spectacular. Tickets £21.50. 


The Orchard Theatre, 
Dartford 

Thursday, March 20 

Phone: 01322 220000 

Ed Byrne: The Irish comedian is 
touring with his new show 
Roaring Forties. Tickets £23.50. 

O Quarterhouse, 
Folkestone 

Friday, March 28 

Phone: 01303 858500 

Lee Nelson: Star of BBC Three’s 
Lee Nelson’s Well Good Show is 
back on tour. Tickets £22.50. 

□ Assembly Hall Theatre, 
Tunbridge Wells 

Mon to Wed, March 17-19 

Phone: 01892 530613 

New Jersey Nights: Enjoy a 
celebration of Frankie Valli and 
The Four Seasons. Tickets £23.50. 

□ Theatre Royal Margate 

Saturday, April 12 

Phone 01843 292795 

Daniel Bye’s Story Hunt: 
Forgotten tales from the seaside 
resort, as related by townsfolk in 
the resort. Tickets £5. 

Centrepiece Church, 
Bank Street, Ashford 

Saturday, March 22 

Phone: 01233 629428 

Filipino Food Festival: Live 
Filipino music, karaoke, dance 
and food. Tickets £4. 









THE 

BRASSERIE 

on the Bay 


...a tm/u unique location 



Mothering Sunday & Easter Sunday 
Lunches at Prince’s 

3 course Carvery lunch at Prince’s Golf Club from jfl4.95pp 


Course Table d’Hote menu at 
the Brasserie on the Bay 

from23.5 Opp 
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Fancy a drink? Sam Wylie-Harris joins in the Gaelic fun, pairing spirits and 
wines with a heartily traditional Irish menu ahead of Monday’s St Patrick’s Day 


» For more food and 
drink articles pick up 
a copy of this month's 

Kent Life 


S T Patrick’s Day celebra¬ 
tions rarely come in 
small measures. This 
annual festival is all 
about feasting, fun and 
finding the perfect excuse to raise a 
glass to the land of the shamrock. 

A whiskey from Bushmills is a 
good place to start, too. Its long 
history of distilling dates back to 
1608 and its famous single malt, 
Bushmills Malt Irish Whiskey 10 
Year Old (£27.25, 70cl, www. 
thewhiskyexchange.com), is sweet 
and soft with butterscotch and 
honey notes, a touch of sherry 
wood and lingering spice. 

It’s also triple-distilled and 
peat-free, and the ideal match for 
simple Irish nosh, like a plate of 
whiskey-glazed corned beef and 
cabbage. 

Pot still whiskey, a blend of 
malted and unmalted barley, 
produces a more intense, heavier 
style of spirit. Made in a pot still, it’s 
also triple-distilled (this type is 
unique to Ireland, whereas 
Scottish whisky is double-distilled) 
and the pure, 

full flavours really stand out in 
Writers Tears Pot Still Irish 
Whiskey (£28, 70cl, Marks & 
Spencer). 

44 Pot still whiskey, a 
blend of malted and 
unmalted barley, 
produces a more intense, 
heavier style of spirit. 
Made in a pot still, it's 
also triple-distilled 

A fitting name for a country so 
rich in arts and literature, Writers 
Tears is aged in flame-charred 
bourbon barrels, is slightly sweet 
with rich fruit, oak and caramel 
notes on the long, fruity finish and 
would be delicious slightly diluted 
with a side dish of creamy colcan- 
non (mash potatoes and cabbage). 

Meanwhile, Green Spot Pot Still 
(£36.45, 70cl, Waitrose) is 
matured in old and new bourbon 
and sherry casks, and it is delight¬ 
fully rich and peppery with spice, 
apple and clove notes, and a fruity 
sweetness finishing with some 
sherry nuttiness. 

One of the many lucky charms of 
the Emerald Isle is its rugged coast 
and freshly-caught seafood, so to 
wash down a plate of Dublin Bay 
prawns, why not try a white wine 


WRITERS 

TEARS 
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CRAICING GOOD TIME : The Writers Tears Pot Still Irish Whiskey, centre, is aged in flame-charred bourbon 
barrels while the rustic red Plaimont Producteurs AOC Madiran Reserve des Tuguets 2010, right, is a fine tipple 


from Galicia in north-west Spain, a 
place that boasts an equally 
dramatic coastline? 

The godello is one of the region’s 
most exciting grapes, sometimes 
blended with palomino to achieve a 
breezy, minerally white with a 
beguiling, saline quality. Try Las 
Minas del Sil Godello Palomino 
2012, Spain (£9.99, www. 
laithwaites.co.uk), and you can 
almost hear the crashing waves. 

For nibbling on some soda bread, 
another Irish favourite, a South 
American Cabernet Sauvignon 
made from old, gnarled vines will 
complement Irish beef stew or beef 
and Guinness pie. 


Rich, smooth and plummy, try 
Domaine Vistalba Vinalba 
Cabernet Sauvignon 2011, 
Mendoza, Argentina (£9.99, 
Waitrose), with classical black¬ 
berry and bramble fruits and a 
good structure to suit thick sauces. 

For rounding off the meal with a 
good Irish cheese board (and 
perhaps more soda bread), a rustic 
red from south-west France such 
as Plaimont Producteurs AOC 
Madiran Reserve des Tuguets 
2010, France (£11.99, Tesco), will 
complement with its concentrated, 
plummy flavours, firm tannins, 
anise and mint on the savoury 
finish. 


However, for sporting fans 
worried a Madiran may not bode 
well with the Six Nations clash 
between Ireland and France on St 
Paddy’s weekend, Innis & Gunn 
has released its seasonal Irish 
Whiskey Finish (£1.99, 33cl, Tesco) 
to mark the Celtic connection 
between Ireland and Scotland. 

A sturdy stout at 7.4 per cent 
abv, made from Scottish malt 
matured over Irish whiskey-in¬ 
fused oak, it’s earthy and hoppy 
with a rich, malty taste, ending 
with an oaky sweetness on the 
creamy mouthfeel - a very fine 
alternative to a good, old-fashioned 
Guinness. 


44 Week ending March 16,2014 


KEA 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 





































Self-sufficient 
eatery has the 
sought-after 
magical touch 

Wallett’s Court 

Location: Westcliffe, St Margaret’s at Cliffe 



HISTORY AND STYLE : Wallett’s Court has an open fire, beams, exposed brickwork and a new extension area 


By Tim Miles 


W elcoming surroundings, 
a friendly atmosphere, 
helpful staff, delicious 
food, flavoursome drinks, 
good company and, the final 
ingredient, a certain something in 
the air... a magic, whatever you want 
to call it when all the planets are in 
alignment. Trying to capture all 
those elements that make up a 
memorable evening? You might as 
well try to bottle smoke. 

My evening at Wallett’s Court 
certainly ticked all the boxes. It was 
not somewhere I was aware of, but I 


am now! For those others who don’t 
know: Wallett’s Court is a Grade II- 
listed ancient manor at Westcliffe 
near Dover. This intimate hotel and 
restaurant blends hundreds of years 
of history with, as the brochure says, 
“twenty-first century comforts”. 

The restaurant is a delight and 
much finer, more refined and much 
more experienced palates than mine 
have enjoyed the food here. 

Our evening began with a drink at 
the bar while we ordered. This 
stunning room with its open fire and 
exposed brickwork and beams was so 


relaxing and cosy, I simply didn’t 
want to move through to the 
restaurant when our table was 
ready. 

There are two parts to the 
restaurant and my guest and I were 
seated in the older, beamed part, 
rather than the newer, still delightful 
but less characterful, extension. 

The winter menu was extensive 
and made my mouth water just 
reading it. Wallett’s Court’s large 
garden provides many of the 
restaurant’s fruit, vegetables and 
herbs, while the local specialities 
include St Margaret’s Bay lobster, 
Romney Marsh lamb and Alkham 
Valley beef. 

My guest started with rillettes of 


hot smoked Irish loch salmon with 
creme fralche, while I chose the wild 
rabbit pithivier with Pedro Ximimez 
sherry sauce. The salmon was 
delicious and my gamey rabbit 
perfectly matched to the puffy pastry 
and sherry sauce. 

Our main courses were braised 
Kentish lamb, savoy cabbage, roasted 
vegetables and dauphinoise potato, 
and the chargrilled Hereford steer 
beef with chestnut mushroom and 
Madeira sauce. Both were excellent. 
The lamb was tender and the whole 
dish was, according to my guest, “a 
delight”. 

My beef was well cooked -1 asked 
for medium rare - and the sauce 
sublime. It was rich with hints of 


sweetness. 

For pudding we decided to share a 
selection of British cheeses with 
Wallett’s own winter chutney. 

Again, this was a delight, with a 
good selection of hard and soft 
cheeses and a tangy chutney. 

Our meal of two starters, two main 
courses, one pudding and two coffees 
came to £86.85. 

What did I think? We will be going 
back soon! 

■ Wallet’s Court Hotel 
and Restaurant 

Westcliffe, 

St Margaret’s at Cliffe CT15 6EW 
(phone 01304 852424, website 
www.wallettscourthotelspa.com) 







FIAT 500 goes LARGE with 0%APR Fin + £500 CONTRIBUTION 


FIAT 50QL 1.4 POP STAR with 0% FIAT HP 

+ £500 FIAT DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION 


On thoroad price from 

£14335 

Total Amount Payable by Cuftl 

E14435 

DopDiil conlribulinn 

E5Q0 

Duration of Contract (months) 

36 

Customer deposit 

£47M 

Raso ol Interest \ F txod) 

0-00% 

Amount of srwilt 

36 Monthly Payments 

£271 

APR 

0.M% 


J G Burgess & Company (rifgk 
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Opflrting MinenOSflO - 1000 MepvFfi, 6 -M - JGGP Stf. H pMfcMt hoaWHy* 


Trirtti Jhd CMHfhKMi llrl Jil JuLiartian. MS*. kWl krilUbhi M iun;urtllui 1 wICh jrly liflrt. OttM b* VWlM 

vt any b¥ne-. ONw Mtftrt 10 itnui, A jAPjnrtM or m HT 1.* ««qtfr«4 r^t r.areUJ : -5#f>li:*i. PO $<?<■ iioui* Ml 

mimbird nrdlton la prnMdr rrp-i.1 In' nur culIihtwi Lndutkf^ MiA Cjprisl oSpi M-iJid far ippurjEm-nc by LJ/JVJiJH 

kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk KEA 




Chalkwell 

DayBreaks 


Light & Dark Thames Cable 
Car Tour with Guide & Lunch 
27th March Adult £54.00 


Thriplow Daffodil Festival 
6th April 2014 
Adult £31.00 

For more information call 01795 423982 
or visit www.chalkwell.co.uk 
Quote C ARC79’ when you book. 


Isle of Wight in April 
9th April 2014 
Adult £59.00 


Bruges 
29th March 
Adult £51.00 
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your say. 


Send us your views. 

Write to: 

KoS, Apple Barn, Hythe Rd, 
Smeeth, Ashford, TN25 6SS. 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 

Please include your name and 
address, although these will 
be withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


Federal states of 
Europe on way 

CAMPAIGNERS calling for Kent 
County Council to be scrapped (KOS, 
last week), will only have to wait a bit 
longer and it will be done for them. 

Unprecedented changes to the way 
this country is governed are just 
around the corner. 

When the EU at Brussels unleashes 
the Federal United States of Europe, 
of which the Tories, Labour and Lib 
Dems are hell bent on making sure 
we are a part of, all county and local 
councils will disappear overnight. 

A federal Europe will comprise 
only regional assemblies and unitary 
authorities within each regional 
assembly area. 

The unitary authorities will 
answer to the regional assemblies 
and the regional assemblies will 
answer only to Brussels. 

The UK already has nine regional 
assemblies waiting covertly in the 
wings for the big day when we have 
the last vestiges of democracy taken 
from us. One obnoxious woman MEP 
from Luxembourg even said recently: 
“In a federal Europe there is only one 
government - Brussels - so get used 
to it! “ 

Brussels will not recognise any 
nation states or governments. 

Reports say Kent and Sussex have 
already been erased from the official 
maps in Brussels and lumped 
together with a part of northern 
France to make the Trans-Manche 
region of Europe. Other parts of 
England have similarly been joined 
with mainland Europe. 

So all those who want to kiss their 
country goodbye only have to vote 
for any of the three main political 
parties at the coming European 
elections. 

Roger Arnold, Herne Bay 

Practical to keep 
KCC for moment 

AMID everything else happening at 
a local level right now, do we really 
want to be considering going 
through the trauma and expense of 
scrapping Kent County Council and 
introducing a whole range of others? 

I understand the pros and cons, 
but the practicality of it happening 
would mean job losses at a time 
when the economy remains fragile, 
not to mention the administrative 
headache of having to notify 
everyone of the changes - a move 
which would not come cheap. 

Let’s keep what we have. It ain’t 
broke, as they say, so let’s not fix it... 
yet. 

Sue Thrower, Maidstone 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 



aw? 



Time to liberate cash 
from administration 


IT seems to me to make perfect 
sense to split Kent into four 
unitary authorities rather 
than retain the one umbrella 
organisation of Kent County 
Council we have now (KoS 
09/03). 

Purely by streamlining a variety 
of administrative functions, there 
would be significant savings to be 
made, with the chances being that 
it could then free up some money 
currently locked into paying for 
key administration; this would be 
liberated for frontline services. 

The only way I can see it being 
problematic is that the likes of 


No defence on 
this sticky wicket 

WHAT I didn’t understand from the 
article on the future of Kent County 
Council is why the authority itself 
didn’t want to come out and defend 
itself. 

Or why, once again, Paul Carter 
remained silent. Is it because they 
realise they are on a sticky wicket? 

K Williams, Tunbridge Wells 

Boss’s high-speed 
charm offensive 

THE interview with Charles Horton 
was interesting (KoS 09/03), but I 
cannot help notice Southeastern’s 
sudden charm offensive has only 
come at the point when negotiations 


Paul Carter would see his power 
base massively eroded. 

What’s more, it could actually 
mean the county stops being true 
blue and turns a slightly more 
interesting colour. 

Arguably, it creates a political 
map far more representative of the 
different strands of Kent society. 

The reality, of course, is that I’m 
sure such a suggestion makes the 
charisma-free Paul Carter wince 
at the very thought of it. 

Perhaps it would be time to 
start turning up the pressure for 
such a change. 

J Turner, Hildenborough 


to extend its franchise appeared on 
the horizon. 

What’s more, it would seem the 
firm is utterly obsessed with only 
focusing on the high-speed service 
through the county. 

While I appreciate this is an 
extremely good service, and makes a 
big difference to a lot of towns, it also 
comes at a premium. 

As I understand it, each ticket is 
some 30 per cent more expensive 
than a regular ticket. 

Little wonder, then, that it is so 
keen to get more of us onto it. 

L Ford, Chatham 

Communication 
has been derailed 

IT’S all very well Charles Horton 
saying last week how brilliant the 


services his company provides are, 
and how commuters have forgotten 
about investment in stations and so 
on, but the reality is the service 
betrays its users at their most 
vulnerable. 

When there is any sort of 
inclement weather, the whole 
timetable is shot to bits. 

I understand this is as much 
Network Rail as Southeastern, but 
surely it is not beyond the wit of 
man to relay that information to 
the passengers left standing on the 
platform? 

Or, for that matter, to have staff on 
the platforms who can actually 
provide accurate information and 
not look at travellers with utter 
disdain or communicate merely by 
grunts. 

K Leaver, Ashford 

Seaside parking 
emergency fear 

I OFTEN read the KOS letters pages 
and enjoy the banter between those 
who seem to think motorists should 
be able to speed along at the speed of 
sound and those who feel a rather 
more cautious approach is a 
somewhat safer one. 

Where, I wonder, do the pro-car 
correspondents stand when it comes 
to parking? 

I ask, in particular, with relation 
to the swarms of people who descend 
on our seaside towns at the slightest 
sign of a bit of sun. 

I had the misfortune of popping 
to see a relative in Whitstable on 
Sunday afternoon. 

On a road that is far from wide, 
visitors had clearly just decided to 
park wherever they felt most 
comfortable - even if that was right 
on top of signs that clearly said ‘keep 
clear’. 

It turned one of the main roads 
leading down from the harbour into 
one long line of snarled-up traffic 
and irate motorists. 

I dread to think what would have 
happened if any emergency vehicles 
needed to access the area. 

I’m sure many will simply believe 
that motorists can park wherever. 
Personally, I think engaging a little 
more common sense could be the 
answer. 

C James, Herne Bay 

Well done to our 
winter wonders 

JUST wanted to say well done to our 
Olympic and Paralympic winter 
athletes. I knew all the past few 
winters’ snow would come in handy. 

H Bell, Canterbury 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

AS part of our commitment to providing the best 
service to you, we have produced our 10 guiding 
principles which tie in with our parent company 
Archant’s overall mission statement. 

Archant’s mission statement is: “We bring 
together motivated buyers and sellers through the 
creation of unique and compelling content and 
community expertise.” This is summed up in the 
strapline 'Inspiring Communities’. 


The way KoS will create our unique and 
compelling content is to follow these 10 principles: 

Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 

4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division between 


news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to people 
living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are important 
to the well-being of the county and its people. 
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Whitstable 

Harbour 


by David Curry 

from Whitstable 


Hr 






If your picture is printed on 
this page you will receive an 
any-duration Dover-Calais 
return crossing for a car and 
up to five passengers, valid 
for a year, courtesy of... 






A 


MYFERRYLINK 


Owned and run by the crew 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Apple 
Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, 
Ashford TN25 6SS. Be sure to 
include your name, address and 
a contact telephone number. 
Unfortunately we cannot return 
any prints, and please do not send 
negatives. Note: all digital images 
must be no less than 200dpi. 



Abbots Barton 


toasplimwify iunnde itL pfguK roUte 
ind (inapth served llirnugh-DuE \ht dlf 



march ree! 


Ashford 
0844 248 3702 


Broadstairs 
0844 248 3716 


Folkestone 
0844 248 3754 


and conditions apply. Offer ends 15th March 2014. 


To help get you started join 
before the 15 th March and take 
advantage of March free! 


Over 100 friendly classes per week 

including Yoga, Pilates, Spin, Body 
Combat, Body Pump 


Facilities include our 

Outdoor & Indoor 
Sauna, Steam 
& Spa Pool. 
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Britannia Theatre ( J&hdfa# 1/lMb ) 
forthcoming events for March 

For All these events BOOK NOW call our box office on 0844 858 6656 or email events@dickensworld.co.uk 




base. SJjpB; 

gMgg gag 

BMrowmiimMi 


Aadil presents in the Britannia Theatre at Dickens World 


Saturday B9th March 


Contact the Box Office on 0844 858 6656 


Aadil Presents Over 30s Clubbing 
Kent Soul Nights | Dickens World 


bookings@dickensworld.co.uk 
Leviathan Way, Chatham Maritime, Kent, ME4 4LL 
www.dickensworld.co.uk 


UVE AT THE UUTANKtA KfS 

COMEDY NIGHT 


FRIDAY 28TH MARCH 

TICKETS £is.oo each or 

£13.50 Far group bookings of 10 or more 


after disco till late 

FOOD AVAILABLE 

doors OPEH ?PM 


Fori lilt of the lint up 
and tit book tickets please visit 
wTW.bruannulfcfatrKhdthmco.11J1 
w tall box fl &)4 858 b* 5 b 


Britannia TTi«(n-. DlrtwHI VNrflU, CHitfcim HuHimt. Iral H7.J, 


14th March The Strum Bums (Harmony Band) 
21st March Lee & The Hot Rods (Rock n Roll) 
28th March The Alice Band (Classic rock) 

4th April Contraband 
11th April Bros Grimm 


For Full bcotlng equities or Is per»rm cont#[ 

Le> Beiswlth on 07909 993335 ct era .all i»htckviiih§t4lkulk.n«t 
Contact Dickens Work! on DM4 a® 6656 / 01634 £$0421 
Email bwkir«sf<t)i(ken>wgrid.co.uk 


esxs 


FREE QARVERY FOR ALL MOTHERS ON MOTHER’S day 


WHEN PRE-BOOKING BY CALLING PORTER’S on 


' ^ 


01634 891385 


or EMAIL 


porters@dickensworld.co.uk 

When accompanied with at least a paying adult and child. QUOTE KOS30 


Britannia Theatre, Dickens World, Chatham Maritime, Kent ME4 4LL www.dickensworld.co.uk 
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Expert advice on how 
to give a new venture 
the best possible start 



Airport bosses jet out 
to Dubai to put Lydd on 
the international radar 




Let us grow George: 
Budget plea to help 
continue the revival 


By Chris Britcher 


chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


CHANCELLOR George Osborne needs 
to deliver ‘cashback’ with his Budget 
this week in order to allow businesses 
to flex their muscles. 

That is the call from one of the 
county’s key business figures who 
says the Coalition needs to introduce 
measures which will allow industry 
to build on the increasing mood of 
economic optimism. 

While recovery to pre-recession 
levels are still some way off, latest 


research would suggest things are, 
finally, looking up, with increased 
orders and a sense 2014 will improve 
on the previous 12 months. 

And there is every chance, with a 
General Election looming on the 
horizon, George Osborne and Prime 
Minister David Cameron will be keen 
to be seen to offer businesses - their 
traditional political bedfellows - a fair 
crack of the whip. 

Roger House is chairman of the 
Kent and Medway branch of the 
Federation of Small Business (FSB). 

Continued on page 51 » 
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Export Week 7-11 April 2014 


Exporting for Growth 

7 April 2014 Brighton & Hove Albion Football Stadium 
For more information turn to the last page 



















making businesses more efficient 

improve efficiency, reduce risk, reduce costs and increase render opportunities 



Secure more contracts with ISO 
standards and StandardsPLUS™ 

We are holding this informative afternoon event in a great and relaxed environment 
where we are located,, to provide an introduction of ISO standards benefits to small 
businesses. This workshop is supported by the British Standards Institution <BSI) and 
prepared and delivered by Business Flow UK Limited. It provides an introduction to ISO 
standards and StandardsPLUS™ for developing businesses. 

A key to winning and delivering larger contracts, is to have excellent systems and 
processes. ISO standards can help you achieve this credibility with influential buyers. 

If you already have invested in standards, then no doubt you want to increase your 
success rate with StandardsPLUS™. 

The event includes a free buffet networking lunch 

A FREE event you cannot afford to miss at 
Innovation House Discovery Park Sandwich Kent 
Friday 11 th April 2014 
13:00 -15:30 

For further information and to pre-register for your place 


e-mail events@businessflow.co.uk call 0800 1300 519 
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Business ...inbrief 



Index confirms optimism yet 
underlines challenge to SMEs 


SMALL and medium-sized businesses in the re¬ 
gion have yet to quite push through the pain 
barrier according to the latest figures. 

The Business Factors Index examines senti¬ 
ment and performance of some 500 UK SME 
owners across manufacturing, construction, 
transport, wholesale and business services sec¬ 
tors. And this week it reported its findings for 
the final quarter of 2013. 

Produced by Bibby Financial Services, it re¬ 
vealed that in the south east 44 per cent saw an 
increase in orders, up from 34 per cent in 03. 
However, only 26 per cent reported an increase 
in new customers - down from 34 per cent in 03. 

There was also a drop in the number investing 
in the business at 27 per cent (down from 32). 

Blibby’s Paul Cunningham said: “The reality 
for many SMEs is that running a business is still 
a huge challenge.” 



TOUGH : But orders up 


ON THE CASE : The county’s business leaders want Chancellor George Osborne’s Budget to create long-term growth 


« Continued from page 49 

The support network represents 
the views of some 6,500 small to me¬ 
dium-sized businesses (SMEs) across 
the county. 

Speaking to Business Quarter, Mr 
House said: “I feel the Government has 
to now take its hands out of our pock¬ 
ets and dig deep into its own and give 
us some cash back, together with the 
flexibility to grow, based on the in¬ 
creasing environment of optimism.” 

Speaking at an FSB conference in 
January, Mr Cameron vowed to ditch 
or amend some 3,000 rules affecting 
business as part of a package to save 
industry millions. 

He said then he wanted to “get out 
of the way of small business success”. 

Mr House added: “When we met 
the prime minister and chancellor in 
January they were full of commit¬ 
ment to the small business sector. We 
need that converted into hard reality.” 

Certainly a combination of im¬ 
pending elections and a gradual and 
cautious upturn in the economy, 
would suggest there may be some 
light at the end of the tunnel courtesy 
of the chancellor’s red box. 

However, he is likely to be cautious 
too. Right now the Conservative min¬ 
ister needs to be seen to be a safe and 
prudent pair of hands on the nation’s 
purse strings. 

But while it is unlikely to be a gen¬ 
erous Budget for many - the nation’s 
overall deficit is far from under con¬ 
trol just yet - it is hoped the business 
sector will see generosity in order to 


allow it to play its vital role in fanning 
the flames of economic recovery. 

Mr House said: “FSB research con¬ 
tinues to show increased confidence 
across all sectors and notably in 
members’ investment and employ¬ 
ment intentions. 

“With the recovery under way it is 
important business owners begin to 
feel the measures already announced 
are having a positive effect. 

“This is why the chancellor should 
look at ‘focus and delivery’ for initia¬ 
tives already announced to create 
long-term growth. 


“The FSB has welcomed the Govern¬ 
ment’s recent moves to support 
employment; notably the employment 
allowance and a pledge to cut red tape. 

“The focus now needs to be on 
addressing fundamental structural 
issues. Getting more competition and 
transparency in key sectors such as 
energy and financial services will 
greatly help small firms.” 

The recovery certainly shows en¬ 
couraging signs. 

In December, economic growth for 


2014 was forecast at 2.4 per cent. The 
Bank of England now expects that to 
be closer to 3.4 per cent. 

Nick Paterno is managing partner of 
Sidcup-based McBrides Accountants. 

Speaking ahead of Wednesday’s 
announcement, he said: “We have 
been speaking to our clients ahead of 
the Budget, many of whom are con¬ 
cerned about the impact of business 
rate increases. 

“They are hoping for more relief 
than that put forward by the chancel¬ 
lor in his December autumn state¬ 
ment when he set a cap of two per 
cent for 2014/15. 

“But we also know of other pre-an- 
nounced measures which will impact 
SMEs and their owners. 

“In particular, there will be a drop 
in the 100 per cent annual invest¬ 
ment allowance for plant and ma¬ 
chinery falling from £250,000 to just 
£25,000 from December 31, 2014. 

“Auto-enrolment [pension provi¬ 
sion] is starting to ‘kick-in’ for em¬ 
ployers over the next year or two, 
adding significantly to payroll costs, 
and there will be a cap on annual 
pension contributions falling from 
£50,000 to £40,000, with a decrease 
also in the lifetime allowance from 
£1.5 million to £1.2 5m. 

“Many local SMEs will be looking 
for something positive from the chan¬ 
cellor on March 19 and further tar¬ 
geted assistance with employment 
costs would be especially welcome.” 

■ George Osborne will deliver the 
Budget at 12.30pm on Wednesday, 
March 19 in the House of Commons. 


feel the Government has to 



Appeal set after Waterside Park plans rejected 


DEVELOPERS behind ambitious 
plans for a major new business park 
on the outskirts of Maidstone say 
they will appeal after the local coun¬ 
cil rejected the plans. 

Waterside Park was planned for 
land to the south of the A20, close to 
junction eight of the M20. 

But it was thrown out by Maid¬ 
stone Borough Council’s planning 
committee. 

Now those behind the plans - Auto¬ 


motive Distributors, Scarab Sweepers 
and Gallagher Properties - have con¬ 
firmed they will be lodging an appeal. 

Both ADL and Scarab had planned 
to relocate their 500 employees to the 
site. 

Jonathan Buckwell, director of 
DHA Planning, the Maidstone-based 
planning consultancy which repre¬ 
sents the three companies involved in 
Waterside Park, said: “We have lis¬ 
tened to the views of the committee 


and, while the appeal is progressing, 
we will review the scheme with the 
possibility of submitting a new plan¬ 
ning application.” 

Derek Edwards, ADL’s regional lo¬ 
gistics director, added: “It is vital that 
every one of ours and Scarab’s em¬ 
ployees, and their families and de¬ 
pendents, knows that we are fighting 
to stay in Maidstone. It is important 
for everybody concerned that an ap¬ 
peal is heard as soon as possible.” 



DANGER: Are your staff set to quit? 

Report reveals 
warning of a 
'staff exodus' 

BOSSES in the south east are being 
told to prepare themselves for an 
impending job exodus as dissatisfied 
staff seek work elsewhere. 

Research conducted by Investors in 
People has revealed almost half of 
British workers (47 per cent) are 
considering moving jobs this year due 
to work dissatisfaction and increased 
confidence in the job market. 

Mike Bate, business development 
manager at IIP South of England, 
said: “Over recent years the market 
has been tough and some employers 
have become complacent. 

“There is little doubt that employ¬ 
ees are an organisation’s most vital 
asset so it makes sense to look after 
them.” 


Festival elects MD 
ahead of 2014 event 

PUB landlord David Thompson has 
been unanimously elected as 
managing director of the company 
behind the Faversham Hop Festival. 

Landlord of the Vaults will head up 
Faversham Hop Festival Ltd. 

It organises the annual event 
which last year pulled in more than 
60,000 visitors. 

Positive profits for 
media company 

COMMUNITY media business 
Archant has announced a healthy 
increase in operating profits for the 
last year to £9.4m. 

The firm publishes a host of titles 
around the UK, among them Kent on 
Sunday and Kent Life. 

Net debt at the end of the year 
stood at £6.8m (2012: £15.7m). 

Good looks pave the 
way to good fortune 

HOPING to making your fortune? 
Then according to the latest research 
good looks remains a vital weapon in 
the entrepreneur’s arsenal. 

A report by researchers of Harvard 
Business School in the US found 
“attractive males were particularly 
persuasive” when pitching new 
investments to clients. 


Apprentices boosted by week 


AMID a flurry of publicity earlier this 
month, National Apprenticeship 
Week was hailed a success, with 
20,000 new apprenticeships pledged 
by employers nationwide. 

Among those vowing to take them 
on were Canterbury web designers 
Interative Red and Dartford-based 
engineering giants Laing O’Rourke. 

Business secretary Vince Cable 


said: “The Government is putting an 
end to the damaging divide between 
vocational and academic learning. 

“We are committing the biggest 
ever investment in apprenticeships 
and are on track to create two million 
apprenticeships over the course of 
this parliament.” 

For details on apprentices see www. 
apprenticeships.org.uk. 
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Join Kent’s best 
kept secret 



A great place to do 
business... 


Business Services at MidKent College consists of a team of training consultants 
with the knowledge and experience to improve an organisation from top to 
bottom. We offer four key services: 


Bespoke Training - We offer a wide range of bespoke training packages, offering 
professional qualifications in a variety of sectors including Education, Leadership and 
Management, Project Management, Health and Safety, and Security. 


Bespoke 

y£!r Training 


Microsoft IT Academy (newly awarded Centre of Excellence status) - Those keen 
to keep up-to date with technology can take advantage of our Microsoft Academy 
which offers a range of fully-accredited technical and Microsoft Office programmes 
from our dedicated IT suites. 


Microsoft* 

IT Academy 


JobShop - The JobShop provides free recruitment solutions by advertising job 
vacancies to existing students who have achieved the required criteria within our 
Employability Passport Scheme. 

Apprenticeships - Business Services deliver a wide range of apprenticeship 
programmes, giving employers the support they need to train the skilled workforce of 
the future. 



4 Apprenticeships 


Discover how Business Services at MidKent College can help you stay ahead of the rest. 


Call us today or visit our website 

Telephone: 01622 624900 

Email: business.services@midkent.ac.uk 

Website: www.mkcbusiness.co.uk 

Join usonfj HTT 



Oakwood Park, Tonbridge Road 
Maidstone, Kent ME16 8AG 



www.thorleytaverns.co.uk/hotels.asp 

PEGWELL BAY HOTEL, RAMSGATE T: 01843 599590 
OAK HOTEL, RAMSGATE T: 01843 583686 



WE OFFER ATA ASSESSMENTS IN: 

MET Senior & Technician 

Panel Senior & Technician 

Paint Senior & Technician 

Light Vehicle Diagnostic Senior & Technician 

Light Vehicle Inspection Senior & Technician 

WE ALSO OFFER: 

NVQ, VCQ or VRQ to technicians wanting 
to study and qualify in the workplace. 


Are you a technician working in a garage and need a qualification? 

Are you a garage owner who wants to ensure your technicians 
are up-to-date? 

In the past technicians had to travel out of the county to get ATA assessment - there is 
now a local solution. Automotive Training Ltd offers a fully fitted Training and Assessment 
Centre on the outskirts of Canterbury (A28 between Canterbury and Ashford). 

We can also offer training and short courses in: 

• Air Conditioning (vehicle) 

• Basic Welding (vehicles) 

• Four wheel alignment 

• Diagnostic tools 

• Basic Car Maintenance 

We are small and flexible - if you want a course run specifically for your technicians then 
we can accommodate you. If you are outsourcing because no-one knows how to use the 
equipment then training might be a better option. 



Contact us on: 

01227 738208 

automotive.trainingltd@btconnect.com 



AJ/TQMQTTVf 

TECWDClAN 


www.automotivetrainingltd.co.uk 
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Top tips on laying the foundations 
to allow your start-up to thrive 


l 


Be sure you choose the 
right legal structure... 


MOST businesses in the UK 
are sole traders, limited companies or 
partnerships (LLP or general). 

Your choice will depend on a 
number of factors including: The 
size and nature of the business; tax 
considerations; personal liability and 
your feelings on making public your 
business details and accounts. 

Being a sole trader is probably the 
simplest option as, depending on li¬ 
censing or regulatory requirements, 
you could start trading immediately. 

But remember to notify HMRC 
of your self-employed status. Also, 
because you are running the busi¬ 
ness in a personal capacity, you take 
personal and unlimited responsibili¬ 
ty - liability - for all losses and bills. 

Should this personal accountabili¬ 
ty be off-putting, a limited company 
might have more appeal. 

The shareholders own the business 
and the director(s) run it and look 
after the legal responsibilities. 

The company is responsible for eve¬ 
rything it does, and its finances are 
separate from yours. 

However, directors have legal duties 
and you may be asked to give a per¬ 
sonal guarantee, potentially secured 
on your home, if you need to raise 
bank finance to support the venture. 

If you have a business partner then 
you have a third choice, as you can 
form a partnership or limited liability 
partnership (LLP). 

A partnership works in a similar 
way to a sole trader, whereas an LLP 
is more like a limited company but is 
taxed differently and generally con¬ 
sidered to be more flexible in relation 
to profit sharing, decision-making 
and involving less administration. 


2 


Decide how the business 
will run and document it... 


I IF YOU are going into busi¬ 
ness with someone else, consider how 
the new venture will be run. 

Key provisions should be recorded 
in writing, especially if your respective 
levels of involvement - whether in 
terms of time or financial contribution 
- are unequal. 

Entering into a shareholders’ or 
partnership agreement from the start 
is strongly advisable, as no matter 
how good it may be today, business 
relationships can turn sour. 

Also, unless you agree otherwise, 
the law will imply certain things into 
your business relationship for exam¬ 
ple equal shares in the profits. 

Q Organise the right 
business premises... 


o. 


WILL you buy or rent premis¬ 
es for your business? Will you need 
planning permission for a change of 
use? Or if you run the business from 
home, are there any restrictions? 

If you are going to rent, consider 
the proposed terms of the lease. 


When it comes to getting your own business off the ground, it 
is easy to overlook some of the basic mechanisms essential to 
put your fledgling operation on the soundest foundations. In a 
special article for the Business Quarter, Kathryn Rogers, an 
associate solicitor at Tunbridge Wells-based law firm Cripps 
Harries Hall, outlines her top 10 tips for budding entrepreneurs. 



I 


What rights does the landlord have 
to increase the rent or service charge? 

What are your rights to get out of 
the lease if the business doesn’t work 
out, and what will you have to do 
when you vacate the premises, for ex¬ 
ample taking out any fittings you 
have put in, repairing and re-deco- 
rating. 


4 


Decide how your business 
will be financed... 


YOU need to consider what 
the costs will be at the start and on an 
on-going basis, as many businesses 
don’t make money in the first few 
years. 

Many start-ups are initially self- 
funded from personal savings and 
even credit cards, often with help 
from family and friends. 


Other forms of finance are availa¬ 
ble, the most common of which would 
be a traditional bank loan/overdraft 
facility. 

Other possibilities include govern¬ 
ment grants, equity finance (which 
involves selling shares in your 
business) or business angels (high 
net worth individuals who offer 
investment, and often management 
assistance or specific skills, to new 
companies). 


5 


Protect your intellectual 
property - it’s worth it... 


TAKE legal advice on how 
best to protect your products, designs 
and ideas from competitors who may 
want to steal your ideas or copy your 
name, logo or even the product itself. 

A trademark attorney can help to 
KEA 


protect your trading or product 
name, and a patent attorney could 
help you register a new product or in¬ 
vention. Keep your ideas secret until 
they are properly protected. 


6 Sort out your contracts... 

CONTRACTS should be in 
writing if possible to make 
your respective rights and responsi¬ 
bilities clear, whether you are buying 
or selling and dealing with goods or 
services. 

Terms of business, or standard 
terms and conditions, are usually ap¬ 
propriate where you sell goods or 
services that are similar every time. 

For bespoke products, or services, 
you may need to negotiate a separate 
trading contract for each transaction. 
There is also a raft of laws relating 



to consumer contracts if you are deal¬ 
ing with the general public. 


7 


Be aware of laws and any 
regulations... 


IF YOU employ staff you will 
need to understand employment law, 
including health and safety, tax and 
national insurance. You might need 
to register for VAT. 

If you will be keeping information 
about individuals - customers or sup¬ 
pliers - you must comply with data 
protection legislation. 

In addition, there may be specific 
regulations affecting your business. 
Trade associations and industry bod¬ 
ies are a good place to identify these. 

Q Make sure you get your 
payments paid on time... 


W 1 


' PROMPT payment is vital for 
small and medium-sized enterprises. 

Limit the risks of late payment by 
adhering to a well-defined credit poli¬ 
cy: proactively agreeing payment 
terms before delivering orders; being 
organised about invoicing and collec¬ 
tion, and considering other ways to 
limit your losses in the event of non¬ 
payment. 

9 Develop an excellent 
online identity... 

WHETHER a simple website 
or a complete online presence includ¬ 
ing blog, social media and interactive 
mobile app, publicity is important for 
almost all new businesses. 

However, there are a number of le¬ 
gal issues to be aware of, including 
consumer protection rights regard¬ 
ing cancellation and distance selling. 

T Get informed... 

I 1 I STARTING a new busi- 
ness can be expensive 
but there are steps you can take to en¬ 
sure your money is used wisely. 

Free services such as www.gov.uk, 
www.ipo.gov.uk,www.ico.gov.uk 
and www.companieshouse.gov.uk are 
available to gather key information. 

■ Kathryn Rogers is a specialist in 
commercial contracts. 
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Kent Invicta 
Chamber 

The County's Premier 
Business Support Network 

Kent Invicta Chamber is the ultimate business 
support network in Kent. The Chamber 
provides Membership services, Business 
Advice, International Trade services 
and much more. 

The Chamber is perfectly placed to 
promote, support and faciliate business 
across the County 

WHY HAVE OVER 1100 KENT BUSINESSES JOINED 
KENT INVICTA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE? 

We offer your business: 


Networking & 
Promotion 


International 

Trade 

Cost Reduction 


Training & 
Development 

Business 

Support 


Meeting and 
Conferencing 
facilities 


• Over 160 networking events per year - including Over 
60 FREE 

• Opportunities to show case your products and services 
at our B2B Exhibitions 

• Free advertising in Chamber publications 

• Free database of over 1100 Kent companies to promote 
your business 

• Discounted Export documentation service 

• Advice and Guidance in seeking new markets 

A range of discount products and services designed to 
reduce your overheads and increase your bottom line 

Workshops, Seminars and Training Courses designed to 
keep you up to date, ahead of the game and better 
placed to drive your business forward 

Business Advisory sessions to talk through your business 
proposals, aspirations and concerns in a private and 
confidential environment 

Small board rooms through to large conference rooms 

Accommodating meeting ranging from 2 to 120 

delegates 

Ample free parking 

Attractive discounts 



Join the largest Chamber 
in the County for less than the 
price of a daily cup of coffee. 


From only 




p per day 


Our members enjoy over 30 FREE or 
money-saving professional support services 
to help them grow their business. 

The Ultimate Business Network 

Join today! 

Call the Chamber on 01622 695544 

email: colin@kentinvictachamber.co.uk 

or join online at www.kentinvictachamber.co.uk 


KENT INVICTA 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


* 




British 
Chambers of 
Commerce 
Accredited 


Representation • A voice to champion your business concerns at all levels 


Head Office: 01233 503838 Ashford Business Point, Waterbrook Avenue, Sevington, Ashford TN24 0LH 
Maidstone Office: 01622 695544 The Gate House, Archbishop's Palace, Mill Street, Maidstone ME15 6YE Gravesend Office: 01474 550026 The Old Town Hall, High Street, Gravesend DA11 0AZ 


www.kentinvictachamber.co.uk 
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If you would like to advertise in the next edition of BusinessQuarter please 
contacl Sallie Payne on01303817056or email sallie.payne@archant.co.uk 
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Why preparing for the unknown 
is the secret to controlling risk 


RISKS are a real and present danger. 

Events inside and outside an organisation 
can irreparably damage the business so it is im¬ 
portant to appreciate these risks, and take steps 
to minimize and remediate their impact. 

With limited time and resources, risk man¬ 
agement is often ad hoc and incomplete. By us¬ 
ing a risk management framework, a business 
can identify and understand the risk, evaluate 
its implications for the businesses, and the 
steps necessary to 
bring a systematic 
approach to mini¬ 
mise and mitigate 
the risk. 

A key starting 
point is to under¬ 
stand the organisa¬ 
tion’s appetite for 
risk. 

This may be influenced by a range of factors 
such as the organisational culture or the poten¬ 
tial size of any loss. 

Not only can absolute risk avoidance be cost¬ 
ly, it is impractical to avoid all risks. 

In addition, risks are an essential for busi¬ 
nesses to expand and grow, therefore a balance 
needs to be struck between the cost of any po¬ 
tential loss versus the costs of avoiding that loss. 


At its simplest, a risk management frame¬ 
work consists of four steps: 

1. Analysis - understand the organisation 
and (critically) its strategy to identify risks 

2. Prioritisation - consider the likelihood of 
each risk occurring, and the impact on the or¬ 
ganisation 

3. Action planning - develop a co-ordinated 
risk mitigation action plan 

4. Delivery & monitoring - tracking and 
measuring perfor¬ 
mance of the ac¬ 
tion plan 

The risk man¬ 
agement frame¬ 
work is reviewed 
annually to en¬ 
sure it remains rel¬ 
evant. It will in¬ 
clude periodic internal audit, specific action 
plans, strong internal controls and linking with 
the annual statutory external audit. 

Once in place, it will help a business secure a 
successful future. 

Duncan Cochrane-Dyet is business services 
partner at Maidstone-based DSH Chartered Ac¬ 
countants & Business Advisors. 

For more information visit www.dsh.co.uk or 
call 01622 690666. 




Capturing the perfect image to 
showcase buildings to the max 


CARLOS Dominguez has been an architectural 
and interiors photographer for 18 years. 

Based in Kent, he has been commissioned to 
photograph locations across Europe and Asia. 

His clients include design agencies, archi¬ 
tects, interior designers, marketing agencies 
and private companies. 

He has had projects featured in a wide 
range of interior and architectural magazines 
all over the world. 

His commercial photographs are used by 
his clients on their websites plus a range of 
printed documentation including brochures 
and annual reports. 



PICTURE PERFECT: Carlos Dominguez 
has captured buildings from around the world 



Financial, Tax & Advisory Services 


“DSH just made 
everything simple” 

Samson Hajalie, Mornington Cars 


Advice that’s clear and simple 
01622 690666 
www.dsh.co.uk 


DSH 
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Bosses off to Dubai to raise profile 
of airport within the travel industry 



HOW IT WILL LOOK: Lydd Airport bosses will be putting their wares on display at two major travel and aviation events in the Middle East in May this year 


By Chris Britcher 


chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


BOSSES of Lydd Airport will jet out to 
Dubai later this year to showcase the 
airport’s multimillion-pound devel¬ 
opment plans at two major travel and 
aviation events. 

The team from Romney Marsh will 
travel out to the Middle East in May. 

It follows the Government’s deci¬ 
sion last year to approve the airport’s 
£25 million expansion plans. 

As a consequence, the airport is ex¬ 
pecting a high level of interest in its 
plans for a 294m runway extension, 
150m starter extension, and a new 
terminal building. 

From May 5-8, the Lydd team will 
be networking with airlines, tour op¬ 
erators and travel and tourism busi¬ 
nesses at the Arabian Travel Market. 

They will then be visiting the re¬ 
gion’s leading airport-focused event, 
the Airport Show, from May 11-13 
where they will join more than 250 
companies showcasing the latest 
technology, innovations, products 
and services to around 7,000 visitors. 

Both events are being staged at the 
Dubai International Convention and 
Exhibition Centre. 


Lydd Airport executive manager 
Hani Mutlaq said: “These events at¬ 
tract high-level decision-makers and 

"Lydd Airport is a perfect base 
for operators, providing extra 

capacity for the south east” 

buyers from across the leisure, travel 
and aviation industries worldwide and 
provide an excellent platform for us to 


explore new business opportunities. 

“The shows also give us the chance 
to look at the latest technology. 

“Lydd Airport is the perfect base for 
airline operators. Our runway exten¬ 
sion will enable B737-type aircraft to 
fly with a full payload of passengers, 
maximising the availability of routes 
and aircraft choice to operators and 
providing much-needed additional 
airport capacity in the south east of 
England. 


“It also offers easy access to the 
motorway network and is just 14 
miles south of Ashford, which has the 
high speed rail link that gets you into 
London in just 37 minutes.” 

Lydd Holdings, which owns and 
operates Lydd Airport - also known 
as London Ashford Airport - is to in¬ 
vest the £25m in its development. 

The owners have already spent 
£35m upgrading the airport over the 
last decade - including the installa¬ 


tion of a state-of-the-art instrument 
landing system; a new executive ter¬ 
minal with VIP facilities; improved 
passenger check-in and security; and 
a new departure lounge. 

The airport is now nearing comple¬ 
tion of a number of pre-commence¬ 
ment conditions, required to enable 
planning permission for the runway 
extension to go ahead. 

Bosses anticipate construction will 
begin before the end of the year. 



Serviced Offices at the White House, Gravesend 


Having undergone refurbishment, F M Conway is pleased to offer, for short or long term let, fully serviced offices 
located in the White House, Clifton Marine Parade, Gravesend. Offices range from 124sqft to 400 sqft with some 
affording views over the River Thames. Free on-site parking and close proximity to the town centre and Gravesend 
railway station. The Offices offer an ideal opportunity for a start up or expanding small business. 

Offices come with full telecommunications, including high speed broadband and facsimile service. There is a 
staffed reception with telephone answering service and shared kitchen facilities - all for a fixed monthly rental fee. 

Meeting rooms are available on request. 


For a viewing, please contact Tina Lindridge 

T: 01474 333221 | E: tina.lindridge@fmconway.co.uk | Web: www.thewhitehouse-gravesend.co.uk 


56 Week ending March 16,2014 


KEA 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 
















































Export Week 7 - 11 April 2014 


Grow Your Business 


One week of export seminars, workshops and market briefings 
to provide practical advice on doing business overseas 


7 April 2014 

09:00 - 13:30 

AMEX Stadium, Brighton 

Hosted by Declan Curry 
Journalist and Broadcaster 


Exporting for Growth 


Exporting master class for 
South East firms 

Whether you’re an SME or a large-scale business, 
exporting is a tried and tested way of growing your 
business, boosting your revenues and securing a 
strong market position. 

It is the role of UK Trade & Investment (UKTI) to 
ensure that businesses who want to take 
advantage of the opportunities out there and tap 
into global demand have the business know-how 
they need to excel overseas. 

This is why UKTI is holding its ‘Exporting for 
Growth’ event on Monday 7 April 2014 at AMEX 
Stadium, Brighton. 


This will bring together expert speakers and key 
players from across the South to give an up to the 
minute view on current and future international 
business opportunities and trends in the global 
economy. 

Hosted by broadcaster Declan Curry, one of the 
UK’s leading journalists in business and finance; 
hear from local exporters and business support 
organisations. 

This will be combined with a superb opportunity to 
attend two of the three available workshops 
designed to help you develop your export strategy 
in all areas of your business - from finance to 
international communications. 

Whatever industry you’re in and whatever you 
need to know about exporting, this event has it all. 


So come along and become the next business 
that helps us towards our target of 100,000 new 
exporters in the next five years. 

Lewis Scott, UKTI Director for the South East, 
said: 

“Whether you’re in the very early stages of 
planning your export strategy or whether you 
already operate extensively overseas, the 
‘Exporting for Growth’ event is an excellent 
opportunity to hear from the experts who can 
help you on your way to international sales 
success. 

“This highly comprehensive and versatile 
event will provide Solent businesses with the 
information they need to grow their business 
at every stage of their export journey.” 


Register now www.exportingsussex.eventbrite.co.uk 
or to find out more call 0845 271 7400 



UK Trade 
& Investment 
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Here’s how to use your mydate dating service 


A 


1 


'7fi/ it 


You’ll 


love It! 


YOUR local dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
-> since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


To Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2316 

and Merw ihpvisnpie insducdrtnt 

To Place your ad by text 
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0906 515 7112 
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PJ,US you can also- Hiten to other 
Tnemlwri greeting on This number, 


biggest UK on -line database of 17 million UK users with rest E-Mail contact watting to meet . .www.bbj our na 124. mydate24.co. u k 
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By Steve Loader 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


Jaguar F-Type 


Coupe 

Price: 

from £51,235 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★ 

How green?: 

★★ 

Best rival: 

Porsche 911 
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STUNNING : Grace with pace, is the gorgeous new Jaguar F-Type coupe the marque’s most alluring model since the original 1960s E-Type coupe 

aguar crowns F-Type success 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Poweredby ff)QTORS 
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1 HERE seems to be no 
taming Jaguar in its bid to 
leap back to the top of the 
motoring pile. 

Last year, the British 
sporting marque unveiled the open- 
top F-Type two-seater, quickly hailed 
as the true successor to the 
legendary E-Type roadster, 

Jaguar has now capitalised on this 
dazzling debut, as it did with the 
original E-Type half a century ago, 
by launching a sleek ‘fixed head’ or 
coupe version. 

As with its illustrious forebear, 
linking the open-top and coupe 
designs is brilliantly executed and 
Jaguar dealers have been assaulted 
by a new wave of car fans keen to be 
first to own the revitalised brand’s 
new stunner. 

It seems the once-beleaguered and 
many-times-rescued marque can 
now do no wrong, having abandoned 
retro styling that was killing sales 
and adopting a brave new look - an 
attitude in tune with Jaguar founder 
Sir William Lyons when he built the 
company originally. 

He would surely approve of the 
newcomer’s style mix of aggression 
and grace. 

The company itself describes the 
all-aluminium-bodied F-Type coupe 
as “the most dynamically capable, 
performance-focused sports car that 
Jaguar has ever produced”. 

Cheaper than its 
open-top sister’s range, 
which starts at 
£58,520, the three- 
model coupe line-up 
(from £51,235) is 
headed by the ‘R’ 
performance flagship 
(£85,000), bringing 


As with the 1960s E-Type, Jaguar has 
followed the stunning F-Type roadster 
with a no less eye-catching coupe 


Jaguar’s 5.0-litre supercharged V8 
petrol engine into play and 55 OPS 
(542bhp) - good for 0-60mph in four 
seconds and an electronically- 
limited top speed of 186mph. 

The other versions are the ‘S’ 
(£60,235) and standard model - 
though one hesitates to apply the 
label ‘standard’ to such an exotic car. 

These two share Jaguar’s free- 
revving 3.0-litre V6 supercharged 
petrol unit, with the S tapping into 
380PS (375bhp) and the entry model 
340PS (335bhp), allowing 0-60mph 
in 4.8/5.1 seconds and top speeds of 
171/161mph respectively. 

The car itself has the aggressive 
lines to match the performance levels 
but also neatly embodies the style 
that has made the F-Type roadster 
such a hit. 

Enzo Ferrari - a creator of 
gorgeous cars himself - described the 
Jaguar E-Type as “the most beautiful 
car ever made”. 

You have to wonder what the 



master would say of the E-Type’s 
successor were he still alive. 

The car’s mix of great style and 
lightness with rigidity has been 
made possible by Jaguar’s expertise 
in aluminium vehicle architecture. 
Jaguar says it is the most rigid 
production car it has ever built - no 
ordinary claim when one considers 
all the large saloons rather than 
sports cars the marque has built. 

Perhaps it’s no surprise, then, that 
the coupe is available with either an 
aluminium or panoramic glass roof 
- rigidity is identical regardless of 
which is fitted. 

Pricing looks highly competitive 
against key German rivals like the 
Porsche 911, or smaller Cayman, and 
Jaguar has also revitalised its 
interior design; the F-Type’s cabin is 
a stylish take on the modern ‘techno’ 
look now favoured on premium 
sporting cars but also has elements 
of the marque’s craftsmanship 
heritage. 

Of course, the sloping rear roof and 
tailgate means that there is a lot 
more space to take luggage with you 
than is offered by the roadster - a 
key reason so many people 
bought the E-Type fixed-head 
rather than the open-top model. 

Along with a ‘secret 
compartment’ beneath the floor 
as well, the coupe’s 400 litres of 
luggage capacity is twice that of 
its convertible sister. 


Other view... 

the Petrolhead 

The F-Type roadster was 
gorgeous, but to create 
such a harmonious- 
looking coupe from that 
is genius, and it surely 
drives as well as it looks 

She says 

If I had the budget for 
either car, then I would 
go for the roadster, but I 
have to admit this is a 
lovely-looking coupe 

the Eco-warrior 

It’s impossible to argue 
with the classy styling, 
but price, speed, 
performance and 
consumption of this 
order is, 
quite simply, 
indefensible 
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KEEPING REPAIR PRICES LOW 

Friendly service, helpful people and lots of experience. 

And we fit bulbs and wiper blades free of charge! 


MOT ONLY £45! 

Antifreeze checks • Air conditioning • Parts • Tyres 
4 wheel alignment Engine diagnostics • Servicing on all makes 

NEW AND USED CARS, 
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 


WE LOVE 
YOUR 
SKODA 


Main Agents for 


Great Wall 




DAiHATll 


VW Group specialist 




Goa? e 

Audi S&F’t'T 


EXPRESS GARAGE (HERNE BAY) LTD, 227 SEA STREET, HERNE BAY, KENT CT6 8LF 
t: 01227 364077 e: roger@expressgarage.co.uk w: www.expressgarage.co.uk 


PEUGEOT RCZ/CC 

2012 (12) RCZ GT 200bhp finished in Pearl White with black leather interior/Onyx 
Black alloy wheels. Front/rear parking, climate control, auto lights/wipers, Bluetooth/ 
USB . £17,995 

2010 (10) 308CC Allure 1.6VTi finished in Pearl White with Black Leather. Low 

lileage, climate control, parking sensors. £10,995 

2006 (06) 307CC S finished in Neysha Blue with Lama Leather interior. Air conditioning, 

parking sensors, alloys. £4,495 

2005 (05) 206CC Allure 1.6 finished in Moonstone Blue with Black Leather interior. 
Low mileage. Climate control, radio CD, alloys. £3,650 

PEUGEOT 107 

2008 (58) 107 Kiss 3dr finished in Raven Black. High mileage hence. £2850 

2007 (56) 107 Urban 3dr finished in Laser Red. Very low mileage, full history. Remote 

locking, electric windows, radio CD/MP3. £3,995 

2010(10) 107 Urban 5dr finished in Laser Red. Full history. Remote Locking, radio CD/ 
MP3, Electric windows, ABS .£5,750 

2011 (11) 107 Urban 5dr finished in Laser Red. Full history. Remote Locking, radio 

CD/MP3, Electric windows, ABS. £5,850 

2011 (11) 107 Envy 5dr finished in Forclas Blue. Just 7,700 miles, full history. Air 

conditioning, alloys, tinted windows. £5,950 

2012 (12) 107 Active 5dr finished in Carbon Grey. Just 4,200 miles, full history. Air 

conditioning, front fog lights. £6,495 

2012 (13) 107 Active 5dr finished in Zircon Grey. Just 2,200 miles, full history. Air 

conditioning, front fog lights. £6,995 

2013(13) 107 Allure 5dr finished in Plum. Bluetooth/USB, LED lights, tinted windows, 
air conditioning, alloys. £7,495 

SELECTED USED PEUGEOTS NOW 
WITH TWO YEARS FREE SERVICING 


PEUGEOT 206/207/208 

2011 (11) 207 Envy HDi 70 5dr finished in Aluminium. One owner, full history. 
Bluetooth/USB, alloys, air conditioning. £7,250 

2011 (11) 207 Envy HDi 70 5dr finished in Bianca White. One owner, full history. 

Bluetooth/USB, alloys, air conditioning. £7,250 

2012 (62) 208 Active 1.0 VTi 5dr finished in Aluminium Silver. Very low mileage. 

Touch screen Bluetooth/USB, parking aid, air conditioning, alloys. £9,995 

2013 (13) 208 Allure 1.2 VTi 5dr finished in Rioja Red. Climate control, auto lights and 

wipers, electric pack, touch screen DAB/Bluetooth/USB. £11,995 

2013 (13) 208 Allure HDi 70 5dr finished in Rose Quartz. Climate control, auto lights 
and wipers, electric pack, touch screen DAB/Bluetooth/USB. £12,495 

PEUGEOT 308/3008 

2011 (11) 3008 Sport HDi 112 finished in Babylon Red. Full history. Parking sensors, 
auto lights/wipers, Bluetooth/USB. £8,995 

2011 (11) 3008 Sport HDi 110 EGC finished in Thorium Grey. Low mileage, full 

history. Parking sensors, auto lights/wipers, Bluetooth/USB. £10,750 

2013 (13) 308 Active HDi (92) Navigation finished in Aluminium. Full colour satnav, 
Bluetooth/USB, parking sensors, folding mirrors, climate control, auto lights/wipers 

.£10,995 

2013 (13) 3008 Allure HDi (115) finished in Pearl White. Satellite Navigation, vision 
pack, panoramic glass roof, 'heads up' display. £15,495 

PEUGEOT 407/508/5008 

2012 (12) 508SW Allure HDi 140 finished in Alpine Blue. . Full colour satnav, 

Bluetooth/USB, auto lights/wipers, parking sensors, 'open&go' system, panoramic 
glass roof . £13,995 

2013 (13) 508 Allure HDi 140 finished in Alpine Blue. Full colour satnav, Bluetooth/ 

USB, auto lights/wipers, parking sensors, 'open&go' system. £14,995 

2013 (13) 5008 Allure EGC finished in Shark Grey. Panoramic glass roof, Bluetooth/ 
USB, parking sensors, auto lights/wipers, climate control. £15,495 


LCV 

2012 (62) Boxer LI HI HDi 110 Professional finished in Aluminium Silver with ply 

lined interior. Bluetooth/USB, air conditioning, bulkhead. £9,950 (plus VAT) 

2011 (11) Partner Professional HDi 75 finished in Iron Grey. One owner, low 

mileage, full history. Side loading door, air conditioning, Bluetooth/USB, bulkhead. 

.£7,495 (plus VAT) 

2010 (10) Partner Origin Professional HDi finished in Aluminium. One owner, full 
history, low mileage. Bulkhead, air conditioning, Bluetooth. £5,750 (plus VAT) 

OTHER MAKES 

2003 (03) Citroen Berlingo Combi 1.4 finished in Silver. Low mileage. £3,250 

2006 (06) Saab 9-5 Vector Sport Diesel Auto 4dr finished in Metallic Grey with half 

leather trim. Low mileage. Climate control, alloy wheels. £5,495 

2008 (08) Nissan Note Tekna Auto 1.6 5dr finished in Blue. Low mileage. £5,750 

2006 (06) Suzuki Jimny JLX+ 1.3 Estate finished in metallic Blue. Just 17,800 miles, 
full history. 4WD (high and low ratio), detachable tow bar. £5,995 

2010 (60) Renault Grand Scenic Dyanmique TomTom (7 Seat) finished in Silver. 

Satnav, auto lights/wipers, air conditioning, radio/CD. £7,750 

2011 (11) Citroen DS3 D Sport HDi 110 finished in Red with black roof. One owner, 

full history. Bluetooth/USB. £8,995 


2014 (63) 208 Access 1.0 3d r 

Radio CD with MP3 Input 
Remote Locking 
Electric Windows Mmr 
£0 Annual Road Tax i 


2013(13) 107 Allure 5dr 

• Radio/CD/Bluetooth/USB 

• LED Running Lights 
•Air Conditioning 
•Alloys 


2013(13) 508 Allure HDi 140 

• Full Colour Satellite Navigation 

• Automatic headlights and wipers 

• Parking sensors 

• Open & Go' System 


Monthly payment figures are based on Passport Personal Lease provided by Peugec 
Financial Services. Peugeot 208 36 monthly rentals of £137, £995 advance renta 
final rental £4,043, Peugeot 107 36 monthly rentals of £136, £995 advance renta 
final rental £3,667, Peugeot 508 48 monthly rentals of £243, £2,495 advance renta 
final rental £5,132. All examples are based on maximum annual mileage of 6,000. 
Vehicle must be returned at end of lease period in good condition and to an agree 
mileage or additional charges may apply. All published rentals include VAT at th 
current rate. Pictures are for illustrative purposes only and may not represent actu< 
specification. All offers are subject to availability and may be withdrawn withoi 
further notice at any time. All finance subject to status. Prices were correct at tim 
of going to press. We are licensed credit brokers, written details are available o 
request. Finance is subject to status to over 18s only, guarantees and indemnities ma 
be requires. Terms and conditions apply. Authorised and regulated by the Financk 
Services Authority. Free servicing is linked to Peugeot Financial Services agreemer 
and is based on the next two services due according to manufacturer's schedule. 



■HU 


2013 


THE GRAND GARAGE 

1-11 Harold Road, MARGATE, CT9 2HT Tel: 01843 227S33 
www, gro ndga rag e ,eo, ufc 



PEUGEOT 
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FirstGEAR 



POCKET ROCKET: Renault is offering an affordable alternative to its flagship Clio Renaultsport, below; its sister, the Clio GT-Line 120 EDC, is shown above 


Motoring news 



New baby saloon 

JAGUAR has confirmed that its new 
rival to compact executive cars like 
the BMW 3 Series, Audi A4 and 
Mercedes-Benz C-Class will be 
known as the XE. 

Early drawings and mock-ups for 
this belated replacement for the 
unloved X-Type model - axed in 
2009 - have been revealed and the 
car is expected to arrive next year. 

It will be the first car in its 
segment to have a hi-tech aluminium 
monocoque body. 


Power W 
in the 
Clio 
name 


Clio’s the name 
and mixing power 
and practicality is 
the game - the 
latter highlighted 
by two sporting 
models, tested here 
by Steve Loader 


HAT’S in a name? 
Everything for 
Renault, when the 
name is Clio. 

The supermini 
inherited the crown of the famous 
Renault 5, adding greater lustre 
and, importantly, becoming the 
powerhouse model in the French 
marque’s battle for sales. 

But, like all great car dynasties, 
there have been good Clios and not 
so good Clios, though I’m betting the 
latest car will be remembered as one 
of the greats - especially now it has 
rapid and good-looking halo models 
to grab attention. 

We’ve just driven the £19,995 
Clio Renaultsport 200 Turbo EDC 
performance flagship and its more 
affordable ‘pocket rocket’ £17,395 
Clio GT-Line TCe 120 EDC sister. 

Both are impressive - and a 
mouthful to name - but while the 
Renaultsport does pretty much what 
it says on the tin the GT-Line is rather 
more interesting, especially as it 
became the first Renault to feature the 
brand’s all-new direct-injection 1.2 
TCe 120bhp turbocharged petrol unit. 

This is yet another reminder of the 
prodigious outputs now being 
squeezed from relatively tiny petrol 
engines, delivering serious power 
when needed but mostly great 
economy and, importantly for 
younger drivers who would like the 
Clio Renaultsport but cannot afford 
the premiums, cheaper insurance. 

GT-Line spec sits between the 
standard Clio line-up and the 
Renaultsport, bringing a high level 
of equipment and a notably 
tauter driving 
experience 


Renault Clio 
GT-Line 120 EDC 


Price: 

£17,395 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

Reliability: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Road tax: £30/year (zero year one) 

Best rival: 

Peugeot 208 

Kent dealers 

Motorline 

Ashford 

0845 129 4488 

Canterbury 

0845 129 4483 

Maidstone 

0845 129 2944 


through 40 per cent stiffer dampers 
and 30 per cent stiffer chassis. 

Curiously, though, Renault has 
chosen to market this car - and the 
Clio Renaultsport - only with a 
six-speed dual-clutch automatic 
gearbox, or what Renault calls its EDC 
(Efficient Dual Clutch) transmission. 

It’s a bit of a double-edged sword; 
on the one hand, it is great to leave in 
fully auto for tiresome stop-go city 
traffic or motorway queueing, but it 
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also feels a bit remote when you do 
want to press on, unless you whack 
the stick into manual and bring the 
well-placed paddle shifts into play. 

Then there’s the additional 
temptation to select Sport mode via 
the RS Drive selector on the centre 
console; this makes the engine and 
gearbox, chassis, steering and 
throttle more responsive. 

The car corners with a flat stance 
and, if you keep the revs up, delivers 
a lot of fun for the money, feeling 
much quicker and more exciting 
than its 0-62mph in 9.9 seconds 
would suggest. 

The other side of the coin is the 
car’s official combined 54.3mpg 
economy figure and modest C02 
emissions of 120g/km, meaning 
£30-a-year road tax with exemption 
in year one. 

Note also that none of this 
flexibility comes with any practical 
penalties; the ride is a little harder 
than a standard Clio for sure, but it 
shares the same good-looking 
five-door body - cleverly disguised 
by concealed rear door handles - 
with good cabin space and design, 
the big seven-inch infotainment 
touchscreen being a highlight. 

Perhaps surprisingly, this last 
paragraph also applies to the 
fire-breathing Renaultsport, though 
this model’s relatively expensive 
insurance and running costs ensure 
it will only be bought by the sort of 
enthusiast who views ‘practicality’ 
as a dirty word. 

It features a 200bhp 1.6-litre turbo 
petrol engine, delivering 0-62mph in 
6.7 seconds, the latter aided by the 
F 1-style ‘Launch ‘Control’ system for 
the perfect standing start. 

This version also gets a version of 
RS Drive but one with an ultimate 
‘Race’ option on top of the GT-Line’s 
‘Normal’ and ‘Sport’ modes and a 
consequent step up in responsiveness. 

You will hardly use the bone¬ 
jarring Race option, of course, but 
it’s nice to know it’s available on top 
of rather more civilised Normal 
mode, backed by an average of about 
40mpg. 



X-Trail 'crossover' 

NISSAN is openly referring to the 
sleeker-looking new X-Trail as a 
crossover rather than a light off-road 
model - as was its previous status. 

As such, it fits into the Japanese 
marque’s range as a bigger brother 
to the successful Qashqai, also 
taking over that car’s offering of a 
seven-seat option. 

A ‘seven-up’ format was available 
on the previous Qashqai but 
dropped for the new-generation car. 

The latest X-Trail hits showrooms 
in July. 



Type R for return 

AFTER much speculation, carmaker 
Honda has unveiled a Civic Type R 
Concept. 

With the Japanese marque 
heavily committed to green-power 
initiatives, it had been feared Honda 
might simply drop the rather 
contradictory Type R hot-hatch 
format altogether, but it has now 
committed to a 2015 launch. 

The marketing campaign has 
also begun with the adoption of a 
strapline describing the Type R as 
the ‘racing car for the road’. 
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ADDITIONAL £100Qt CONTRIBUTION 


THE ALFA MITO SPORTIVA, FROM £199 A MONTH*. IT S INSPIRED BY OUR TOP OF THE RANGE QUADRIFOGLIO VERDE AND CURRENTLY THE SAME PRICE AS OUR DISTINCTIVE 
MODEL, SAVING YOU £750" PLUS, UNTIL 24 th MARCH YOULL ALSO RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL £1,000 CONTRIBUTION OVER AND ABOVE ALL CURRENT RETAIL OFFERS. 


REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: ALFA MITO 875CC TB TWINAIR 105 BHP SPORTIVA EXCL. PAINT* 


Offer Price 

£15,550 

Monthly Payments of* 

£199 

Amount of Credit 

£13,551 

Optional final Payment (incl. £295 fee) 

£5,909 

Rate of Interest (Fixed) 

3.72% 

Additional £l,000t Contribution 

£1,000 

Customer Deposit 

£999 

Duration of Contract 

48 months 

Total Amount Payable by Customer 

£16,261 

Representative APR 

4.4% 


NORTHGATE GARAGE NORTHGATE, CANTERBURY, KENT CT1 1FW 

01227 829930 www.northgatealfaromeo.co.uk 

+ Model shown: Alfa MiTo 875cc TBTwinAir 105 bhpSportiva at £15,550 Offer Price including £750 Customer Saving**, excluding Alfa Red Special Paint at £450. ± Range of official fuel consumption figures for the Alfa MiTo range: 
Urban 34.9 - 64.2 mpg (8.1 - 4.4 l/100km); Extra Urban 58.9 - 97.4 mpg (4.8 - 2.9 l/100km); Combined 47.1 - 80.7 mpg (6.0 - 3.5 l/100km). CO 2 emissions 139 - 90 g/km. 

±Fuel consumption and CO 2 figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance with EC directives/regulations and may not be representative of real-life driving conditions. Factors such as driving style, weather and road conditions may also have a significant effect on fuel consumption. 

*With Alfa Romeo Preferenza you have the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage (a charge of 6p per mile for exceeding 6,000 miles per annum in these examples) and being in good condition. Offers may be withdrawn or amended 
without prior notification. Offer subject to status, a guarantee and/or indemnity may be required. Terms and Conditions apply. We work with a number of creditors including Alfa Romeo Financial Services, PO Box 4465, Slough SL1ORW. Offer applies to vehicles registered between 3 January - 31 March 2014 on Alfa 
MiTo models. Participating dealers only. Retail sales only. fAdditional f1,000 incl. VAT is valid on all Alfa MiTo versions ordered between 10 - 24 March 2014. fAdditional £1,000 incl. VAT is valid on all Alfa MiTo versions ordered between 10 - 24 March 2014. The £1,000 incl. VAT is over & above all current advertised 
retail offers during this period. Vehicles must be registered by 31 March 2014 & the offer can be used in-conjunction with PCP, HP or a cash purchase. Retail Sales only, excludes Fleet & Personal Contract Hire. Terms &conditions apply **0n the road price is based on an Alfa MiTo 875cc TB TwinAir 105 bhp Sportiva 
and includes 12 months’ road fund licence, first vehicle registration fee, delivery, number plates and VAT. Figures correct at time of printing. Offer subject to status. Terms & Conditions apply and are subject to exclusions. See our website for full details. 




For the best choice of local cars 


drive24.co.uk 


Powered by 

mOTORS 

Search Smart. Buy Right .CO.llk 


62 Week ending March 16, 2014 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 




















Kent on Sunday 



.co.uk 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONED! 303 817056 

EMAIL appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



• Accounting and Finance 

• Entertainment 

• Maintenance 

• Sales 

• Admin, Secretarial, PA 

• Environment 

• Management and Business 

• Science and Pharmaceutical 

• Agriculture/Horticulture 

• Fashion, Hair, Beauty 

• Manufacture, Production 

• Shipping and Offshore 

• Architects, Surveyors 

• Health and Safety 

• Marketing and PR 

• Skilled Trades 

• Banking and Insurance 

• HM Forces and Defence 

• Mechanical/Engineering 

• Sports and Fitness 

• Call Centres 

• Hospitality and Catering 

• Media, Creative, Design 

• Transport and Delivery 

• Cleaning and Domestic 

• Human Resources 

• Medical and Carers 

• Travel and Tourism 

• Construction 

• IT, Telecoms 

• Public Sector 

• Veterinary/Animal Services 

• Customer Services 

• Law Enforcement/Security 

• Recruitment 

• Voluntary Work 

• Education and Teaching 

• Legal 

• Retail 

• Warehousing and Logistics 



Lourdes Community ' 

Residential Home Nursing require 

Registered Nurses for Flexi Bank 


working together to end hopelessness 


Emmaus UK supports formerly homeless people by providing a home, and meaningful 
work in a social enterprise. Emmaus Enterprises exists to facilitate the development 
of similar social enterprise ventures. 


General Manager £35,000 pa 


DMS 

requires self-employed 

Mortgage Arrears Field Agent 

in the local area. The successful applicant will be professional and 
have a financial services/mortgage related background 

Contact Alison Hogarth on 01635 517013 or apply online 
www.dmsarrearssolutions.co.uk 


St Martin’s Emmaus Dover is part of an international charity providing opportunities 
for homeless and vulnerable people to rebuild their lives. We are looking for a 
dynamic and resourceful professional to manage the breadth and variety of this new 
post. Good business acumen, strong interpersonal skills to inspire and build a team, 
together with the energy and commitment to drive forward our strategic aims, would 
consolidate the sustainability of this community. 

For an application pack, including a detailed job description, please visit 

our website: http://www.emmaus.org.uk/st_martins/get_involved/ 

opportunities_at_st_martins_emmaus 

The deadline for applications is Monday 7th April 2014. 

and interviews will be held on Wednesday 16th April 2014. 

Registered Charity 
No 1064470 



www.emmaus.org.uk 


Be part of our successful team 

Field Sales Account Manager 

Plus bonus potential 

Here at Archant Kent we are looking for a Home based 
Field Sales Account Manager to support and increase 
business in our publications and online as we continue to 

grow. 

We want ambitious people to join our successful sales 
teams and are looking for an IT-literate individual 
who is task focused with a good eye for detail, and a 


strong proven sales background. You must be able to 
communicate well both verbally and in writing. 


If you think you have the talent we 
require, and you are ambitious, 
target driven and want to be part of our 



qrowth plans then we want to 
hear from you immediately. 

Please note part-time hours 
will be considered. 


To find out more: www.archant.co.uk/vacancies 
or email: employment@archant.co.uk 

Kent on Sunday KENT LIFE 


Bradstow 

School 


Bradstow is a creative and unique residential school for children between the 
ages of 5 & 19. It is situated in 13 acres of parkland just a few hundred metres 
from the sandy beaches of Broadstairs. We seek to meet the needs of children 
and young people with autism and severe learning difficulties with associated 
behaviours that may be challenging. We have achieved national recognition for 
our developments in Communication and Behaviour Management. 


DUE TO EXPANDING OUR PROVISION WE HAVE THE FOLLOWING VACANCIES: 


HOUSEPARENTS - 
EXTENDED PROVISION 

Working as part of the childcare teams, this role involves 
providing care and support to children and young people 
mornings, evenings and weekends being a child or young 
person’s Keyworker and some management responsibility. 
£22,227 - £25,172-41 hours per week, (including late/ 
early shifts and weekends) All Year Round 

FEMALE WAKING NIGHT ATTENDANTS - 
EXTENDED PROVISION 

To be responsible for the supervision and care of the children 
and young people at night. 

£22,954 - £25,582 (including 'A night allowance) - 36 3 A hours 
per week, (nights including weekends) All Year Round 
Due to the nature of the personal care being provided, Section 
7 (2) (a) of the Sex Discrimination Act 1975 applies. 


FEMALE WAKING NIGHT ATTENDANTS 

To be responsible for the supervision and care of the children 
and young people at night. 

£20,506 - £22,854 (including 'A night allowance) - 36% hours 
per week, (nights including weekends) Term Time Only - plus 
2 weeks* 

Due to the nature of the personal care being provided, Section 
7 (2) (a) of the Sex Discrimination Act 1975 applies. 

FLEXIBANKTEAM SUPPORT WORKERS 

To provide additional support a cover within either the 
classrooms or residences. 

Flexi-bank - £7.26 per hour - When required (up to 41 hours 
per week including split shifts and weekends) 


*For these roles there will also be up to a maximum of two weeks for the school’s respite care provision if required, 
for which extra payment would be paid. 

For all posts we look for candidates who are mature, warm, creative and open to learning with a patient and caring attitude to 
deal sensitively with vulnerable children. 

We are committed to sustainability and preserving the environment and therefore encourage applications by email, so for an 
application form and information pack please email personnel@bradstow.wandsworth.sch.uk Or you may call 01843 608727 
(24 hour recruitment answer machine). 

Please note that CV’s will not be considered. 

The closing date for all applications is 5pm, Monday 31st March 2014. 
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FULL TIME 

HORTICULTURALIST REQUIRED 


Join a small team on a prospering 
horticultural unit based at a farm in West 
Kent, near Tunbridge Wells, growing soft/ 
top fruit and veg for own farm shop and 
farmer’s market. Some experience/basic 
qualifications required. Good people skills 
and driving licence required. 

For more information please email: 
michael@npf 1 .wanadoo.co.uk 



IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE www.kentnews.co.uk 


MOT Tester / Vehicle Technician 

Wanted for immediate start 


We are looking to recruit an MOT Tester to join our 
busy family run company in Chatham. 

You must be a fully qualified class 4 Smart Card holder. In addition 
, class 1,2,3 & 7 would be an advantage but not necessary. 
You must have a current driving licence, be aged 21 + and 
you will need to have good customer service skills. 

A CV will be required upon application. 

43 hrs per week including alternate Saturdays which is a 1/2 day. 
Salary £23,000 - £26,000 depending on experience 


Please contact the office manager on 

01634 406664 



The Spencer Private Hospital is the independently owned and managed 22 
bed private hospital situated on the QEQM Hospital site. We also have a 4 bed 
unit at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. The continuing growth of our 
business has resulted in vacancies for the following staff: 

Choose and Book Co-ordinator/Bookings Administrator 

Full time (Maternity Cover) 

£16473.37 per annum 
Based in Dover 

Closing date for applications Friday 28 March 2014 
Qualifications: Maths and English (GSCE or equivalent) 

2 years’ experience working within an administrative environment 
Word/Excel, IT skills, E-mail, Internet 
(Previous applicants need not apply) 

To discuss this opportunity or to arrange an informal visit please contact: 
Amanda Stephen, Business Office Manager 01304 245958 
For a job description and application form please contact: 

Jo Wright, East Kent Medical Services Ltd, The Spencer Private Hospital 
2nd Floor, Atina House, 5 Bench Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1JH 
Telephone: 01304 245961 Fax: 01304 207320 
E-mail: joanne.wright@ spencerhospitals.com 
Alternatively you can download an application form and job description from our 
website www.spencerprivatehospitals.com 
Spencer Private Hospital is an equal opportunity employer. 

These positions are subject to a Data & Barring Service Disclosure check. 




VJ Sales 

Pal ™| ead Manager 

Located near Ashford, Kent, Palmstead Nurseries Ltd produces and 
supplies a large range of premium quality plants to the landscape and 
amenity markets. We currently have an exciting opportunity to join our 
progressive team as Sales Manager and to work within a dynamic, 
professional and successful business. 

We are looking for a motivated, well organised and target driven 
individual to ensure continuing sales growth through creating and 
maintaining strong relations with suppliers and customers. The 
successful candidate will have a proven track record in sales, ideally 
gained in a similar industry, with the ability to exceed sales targets. 
Ideally you will have knowledge of the horticulture industry and be able 
to demonstrate drive, flair and commitment. What matters most is that 
you are keen, enthusiastic and capable with excellent communication, 
team leading and customer skills. In turn, you will receive training and 
development in a supportive and friendly environment. 

To apply please download an Employment Application form from 
www.palmstead.co.uk/application or call (01233) 813340 to 
request a copy. Return by post to the address at the top of the 
form or alternatively email your form to opportunities@palmstead. 
co.uk, along with any questions you may have about the role. 
The closing date for applications is Wednesday 19 March with 
interivews beginning Monday 24 March, and a suggested start date of 
April/May 2014. 
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Teach English at Home 

• Could you host and teach junior or 
adult students? 

• Must have recognised TESOL or TEFL 
qualification 

• High standard of accommodation 
required 

• Teaching materials, full support and 
training workshop provided 


Fix l urifttr Ihl'OCmKkn^ 
01227 72 240 2 



Teach English at Home 

• Could you host and teach junior or 
adult students? 

• Must have recognised TESOL or TEFL 
qualification 

• High standard of accommodation 
required 

• Teaching materials, full support and 
training workshop provided 


F4rfvrlift#r infpnttathfrn: 

www.ilb.com 
01227 722iS&7 




To apply to join NHSP :Bank or to find out more 
visit: www.nhsprofessionals.nhs.uk/kent4 
or call 07917 550413 


With us, you can bank on more flexibility. 


Professionals 


We're committed to giving people more flexibility and control. By joining 
NHSP\Bank you'll gain access to shifts across Kent Trusts, giving you the best 
choice of available shifts, near you. 


General Registered Nurses 


Care Support Workers - General 


£11.26 - £12.56 per hour. 

'Days', 'Lates', 'Long Days' and 'Night' 
shift patterns available. 

Registered Community Nurses 


£7.31 - £8.06 per hour. 

'Earlies' and 'Late' shift patterns are 
available. 


£11.71 - £12.30 per hour. 

'Days' and 'Night' shift patterns are 
available. 


Experience: 

Six months relevant experience gained in the last two years. 


Locations: 

Medway NHS Foundation Trust 
Medway Community Healthcare CIC 
East Kent Hospitals University NHS 
Foundation Trust 
Kent Community Health NHS Trust 
Kent and Medway NHS Trust 


Exciting Opportunity ^ -Hermes 

Makes delivery easy. 


Weekend Permanent Field Manager 


10 HOURS OVER SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 

You will need your own vehicle and full driving licence 

£10.85 PER HOUR 

A vacancy has arisen locally for a Weekend Field Manager to manage our field operational 
areas. Hermes is the UK's largest home delivery courier network handling more than 190 
million collections and deliveries per annum. Hermes works with leading high street, direct 
catalogue and online retailers in the UK including Next Directory, QVC, Lakeland Limited and 
ASOS to name a few. 

Main responsibilities 

Working in a remote, fast paced and challenging environment, where you will be a 
productive member of the regional team, assisting in additional tasks as required. 

Ensuring total courier coverage in your area. 

Monitoring SLAs and key performance. 

Training of self-employed couriers. 



www.careers.hermes-europe.co.uk 


You will need: 

Driving Licence and car with an MOT for weekend use. Hermes will provide your business 
insurance. 

Previous people management experience. 

Good level of IT skills MS Excel Word and PowerPoint. 

The ability to present and articulate information. 

You must be highly self-motivated with the ability to work on your own 
initiative and prioritise your workload. 


If you feel you have what it takes to succeed in this demanding environment, 
then please apply via our recruitment website bye licking on the link below 


BE PART OF Advertise here Call 01303 817056 

YOUR COMMUNITY www.kentnews.co.uk 
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Public Sector 


You can also find the latest jobs online: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


Planning applications 

A* 


CANTERBURY 
CITY COUNCIL 


Notice under Article 13 of the Town & Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2010 
Notice under Article 8 of the Town & Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995 
Notice under Section 67 and/or Section 73 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Notice under Regulation 5 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990 

Notice under Regulation 5Aof the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2004 


Telephone: 01303 817056 Fax: 01303 817001 
Email: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk Online: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 
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COMMUNITY 


Advertise 
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Call 

01303 

817056 
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PLANNING 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
DOVER PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
coJnciI LISTED BUILDING CONSENTS 

CONSERVATION AREA CONSENTS 

DOV/13/00945 Reserved matters application for residential development of 230 
dwellings and public open space, with access from Hancocks 
Field, Hunters Walk, and Hyton Drive, including roads, cycle 
paths, footpaths, ancillary works incorporating landscaping, a 
pond, and alterations to existing public rights of way (landscaping, 
appearance, layout and scale) (amended plans and layout) 

Land between Deal & Sholden, Church Lane, Sholden, Deal 

CMRW 

DOV/13/01064 Erection of two storey extension, link extension, conversion of 
garage to habitable room and associated alterations (existing 
extension to be demolished) (amended plans) 

Stone Hall Farm, The Street, East Stourmouth, Canterbury, 
CT31HY LBC 

DOV/14/00193 Erection of an attached dwelling 

Land rear of, 17 London Road, Dover, CT16 2LA CON 

DOV/14/00203 The erection of a first floor extension to facilitate the change of use 
to a single residential dwelling 

Former Pharos Insurance Offices, 17 London Road, Dover, 

CT17 0ST CON 

DOV/14/00161 Conversion of existing barn into two units of holiday 

accommodation and erection of office building to replace existing 
outbuilding 

Willow House & Land Adjoining, Ratling Road, Aylesham, 

CT33HL CAF 

DOV/13/00830 Erection of an agricultural storage building (amended location) 

New Barn Farm & Access, The Street, East Stourmouth, 
Canterbury, CT3 1HX SLB 

DOV/13/01063 Erection of two storey extension, link extension, conversion of 
garage to habitable room and associated alterations (existing 
extension to be demolished) (amended plans and details) 

Stone Hall Farm, The Street, East Stourmouth, Canterbury, 
CT31HY LBC 

DOV/14/00040 Part retrospective application for conversion of integral store rooms 
to annexe, alterations to doors and windows, erection of garage, 
porch extension and verandah, provision of disabled access, 
alteration of ground level, new waste water treatment system, new 
oil tank, increase in height of chimneys 

Barton Farm, Westmarsh, Ash, CT3 2LW SLB 

DOV/14/00187 Installation of replacement windows, insertion of rooflight, together 
with the provision of mezzanine floor 

Flat 3, Harefield House, 20 The Beach, Walmer, CT14 7HE CON 
DOV/14/00176 Erection of two dwellings, garaging facilities and associated 

works (existing studio, outbuildings and 1 and 2 hope bay to be 
demolished) 

1 & 2 Hope Bay & Hope Bay Studios, The Leas, Kingsdown, 

Deal ARW 

Reason for Advert Codes:- 

ARW - Affects a Public Right of Way SLB - To affect the setting of a Listed Building 
CON - Within Conservation Area LBC - The proposal affects a Listed Building 
CMRW - Contrary to Development Plan, Major Development & affects a Public 
Right of Way 

CAF - The proposal affects a Conservation Area 

Some applications are not publicised in this list. All applications may be 
inspected at the Council Offices, White Cliffs Business Park, Dover, to which 
address any representations (to include a postal address) should be sent within 21 
days marked “for the attention of Planning”. Applications may also be viewed, and 
comments on applications may be made on our website www.dover.aov.uk/plannina 
or at Dover Gateway, 71 Castle Street, Dover, Deal Library or the Area Office, The 
Guildhall, Sandwich 

Failure to meet the above deadline may jeopardise the chances of 
representations being considered. Any representations received may be 
made available for inspection by the public, and may be copied to others, 
including the secretary of state and the applicant if there is an appeal against 
the council’s decision. Representations will not be acknowledged until an 
application has been determined. 

Please note that the Council does not accept any responsibility for any incomplete 
or inaccurate description of any application. 


Interview Tips - Be Prepared 

This is your chance to excel, if your CV is out of date and poorly presented, or irrelevant to the 
position for which you are applying, you’re unlikely to get an interview. 

The perception is that your CV is the one document you're likely to spend a lot of time on - 
and if you can't get that right, then what does that tell your potential employer about the quality 
of any other work you might do? 

Similarly, if you don't prepare for an interview, what does that say about how you are likely to 
prepare for presentations, reports, or whatever it is that the job entails. 

There are added advantages to preparing. 

It calms nerves and gives you confidence. 

For more information visit us on: http://www.jobs24.co.uk/CvCentre.aspx 



The following applications have been submitted for consideration by the council: 

CA//12/00158/FUL: The Canterbury Steiner School, Perry Court, Garlinge Green, Chartham, CT4 5RU Redevelopment of school to provide 
15 dwellings including alterations to listed buildings. Applicant: The Canterbury Steiner School Reason: Major and affects setting of a 
listed building. 

CA//14/00311/FUL: 32 Oxford Street, Whitstable Conversion of the back of the commercial unit into a self contained studio flat. 

Applicant: Mr O’Reilly Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00318/FUL: Ivy Lodge, Hardres Court Road, Lower Hardres, CT4 5NP First-floor extension Applicant: Mr Donald 

Reason: Conservation area 

CA//14/00321/FUL: 30 Hollow Lane, Canterbury, CT1 3SA Proposed extension of ground floor conservatory area. Applicant: Mr Sinan 
Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00378/FUL: Land adjoining Robins, Montague Street, Herne Bay, CT6 8TW Erection of new two-bedroom dwelling. 

Applicant: Mr Holden Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00381/FUL: Turning Point, 63 Whitstable Road, Canterbury, CT2 8DG Change of use of premises offering residential care (Use 
Class C2) to a single dwellinghouse (Use Class C3). Applicant: Mr Kumar Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00382/FUL: 72 St Dunstans Street, Canterbury, CT2 8BL Change of use from offices (Use Class B1) to medical centre (Use Class D1) 
with ancillary offices/storage. Applicant: J D Health Care Ltd (London Women’s Clinic) Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 
CA//14/00383/LB: 72 St Dunstans Street, Canterbury, CT2 8BL Internal alterations in connection with change of use from offices (Use 
Class B1) to medical centre (Use Class D1) with ancillary offices/storage comprising: creation of new reception area, ground floor WC, first floor 
WC and staff room and 2nd floor WC. Applicant: J D Health Care Ltd (London Women’s Clinic) Reason: Work to a listed building. 
CA//14/00394/FUL: Unit, 1-2 Marlowe Arcade, Canterbury, CT1 2TE Installation of a new gate to provide out of hours security to a recessed exit 
from the Primark store on Marlowe Arcade. Applicant: Primark Stores Reason: Conservation area 

CA//14/00404/LB: Tetherings, Mystole Lane, Mystole, Chartham, CT4 7DB External alterations to fenestration in rear elevation, introduction 
of rooflight to single-storey monopitch roof and removal of chimney stack and associated internal alterations. Applicant: Johnathan T Barber 
Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//14/00405/FUL: 14 School Lane, Blean, CT2 9JA Two-storey side and rear extension of dwelling and replacement of detached garage. 
Applicant: Mr and Mrs Crowley Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00429/FUL: Egerton House, Rectory Lane, Barham, CT4 6PD Replacement of garage with single-storey self contained residential 
accommodation. Applicant: Mr C Trapp Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//14/00448/FUL: 1 Summer Hill, Harbledown, CT2 8NH Demolition of 20th Century single-storey garage and erection of detached studio as 
ancillary accommodation to main house. Applicant: Mr Cedric Delves Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//14/00452/LB: 17 Dane John, Canterbury, CT1 2QU Proposed alterations and extension to existing coal shed and for the installation of a 
new boiler flue terminal in the rear elevation. Applicant: Mr and Mrs Walton Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//14/00460/FUL: Ivydene, Wingham Well Lane, Ickham, CT3 INN Two-storey side and single-storey rear extension (proposed) and 
installation of a driveway (retrospective). Applicant: Mr and Mrs Hadlow Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area 
CA//14/00468/FUL: 46 Gordon Road, Herne Bay, CT6 5QT New white uPVC box sash windows to front of house. Applicant: Mr D Holness 
Reason: Conservation area 

Any representations should be submitted via public access on the planning pages of the website www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc to arrive on or before 

Monday 7 April 2014 


The weekly list of applications can be viewed on our website at www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc 


Ian Brown, Head of Planning and Regeneration 
Friday 14 March 2014 


Swale 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 

Swale Borough Council as Local Planning Authority has received 
the following applications which are being advertised to ascertain 
the views of persons living near the sites and other interested 
parties. The proposed developments relate to one or more of the 
following: 

1. The site of the application is within/affecting a designated 
Conservation Area (Section 73) of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 

2. The proposed development may affect the Listed Building or 
it’s setting. 

3. The application is for a Major Development. 

4. The application would affect a right of way to which Part 
III of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 
applies. 

6. This application may be of wider public interest. 

REPRESENTATIONS IN RESPECT OF THE FOLLOWING 
APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE BY 31 MARCH 2014 
SW/14/0065: 

Unit substation of 16 dwellings and associated parking, 
landscaping and engineering works. 16 Units were previously 
consented under application SW/07/1232 - Parcel E, East Hall 
Farm, Eveas Drive, SITTINGBOURNE; REASON 3 
SW/14/0181: 

Pitched roof single storey front & side extension - 1 Bumtwick 

Drive, LOWER HALSTOW; REASON 4 

SW/14/0206: 

To demolish and rebuild the existing tractor shed, stables, 
machinery & hay store facility at ‘Greypegs Farm’ - Greypegs 
Farm, Elmley Road, MINSTER; REASON 4 
SW/14/0219 & SW/14/0243: 

Extension to existing house to create bedroom accommodation for 
elderly persons - Forge Farmhouse, Staple Street, HERNHILL; 
REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/14/0224: 

Solar farm, comprising the erection of solar arrays of photovoltaic 
panels, inverter and transformer sheds, fencing, site storage cabin, 
combined DNO and EPC switchgear housing, internal gravel 
access road, and associated equipment - Land North and West of 
Tonge Comer Farm, Tonge Comer Road, TONGE; REASONS 
3 & 6 

SW/14/0238 & SW/14/0251: 

Conversion of outbuilding to residential annex - 88 High Street, 
Milton Regis, SITTINGBOUNE; REASONS 1 & 2 
Particulars of the proposal(s) can be obtained from Planning 
Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East Street, 
Sittingboume, where copies of the applications and all documents 
submitted with them may be inspected during office hours; any 
representations should be made in writing to this address. 

James Freeman 
Head of Planning 


Folkestone 


Hythe b Romney Marsh 

Shepway District Council 


www.shepway.gov.uk 


THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 


The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y14/0179/SH# - 30 High Street New Romney Kent TN28 
8BZ - Removal/variation of condition 2 of planning permission 
Y05/0209/SH for the change of use from florist (Class A1) to 
snack bar/tea room (Class A3) to allow baking to take place on 
the premises 

Y14/0221/SH - The Dukes Head 9 Dymchurch Road Hythe 
Kent CT21 6JB - Change of use and conversion from a public 
house into 3 dwellings, together with conversion of existing barn 
to a single dwelling and erection of a two storey block of 4 self 
contained flats (re-submission of planning application Y12/1037/ 
SH). 

Y14/0186/SH - 39 Grimston Avenue Folkestone Kent CT20 2QD 
- Crown reduction of a Bay tree situated within a conservation 
area comprising the reduction in height by 5 metres and the 
reduction of laterals by 3 metres 

Y14/0142/SH - Neale Cottage 1 Old School Mews Sandgate 
Hill Sandgate Folkestone Kent - Listed building consent for 
repointing of exterior ragstone walls. 

Y14/0222/SH - The Dukes Head 9 Dymchurch Road Hythe Kent 
CT21 6JB - Listed building consent for alterations to a public 
house associated with conversion into 3 dwellings (re-submission 
of planning application Y12/1038/SH). 

Y14/0239/SHt - Willow Down Dental Street Hythe Kent CT21 
5LH - Crown reduction back to previous points of a Willow tree 
situated within a conservation area. 

Any representations should be made in writing to the Head of 
Planning, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY or emailed to planning® 
shepway.gov.uk. Comments should be made in writing within 
21 days from the date of publication. It should be noted that 
any representations received will be made available for public 
inspection. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition 
to the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked 
as follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 
Romney 

t - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 
Applications can be viewed and comments made online at 
http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions 
of the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning 
Shepway District Council 
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66 Week ending March 


Town and Country Planning Acts 

The Council is required to give notice of the following applications 

14/00639/HOUSE Broomhill Dingleden, Benenden 

- Construction of a Ha Ha on southern boundary of garden(LB) 

14/00538/FULL Unit 1 Bridge Farm, Bidborough 

- Front extension to existing office including re-roofing and re-cladding of existing office together 
with new ramp and steps (LB) 

14/00271/FULL OS Plot 8200 Badsell Road, Capel 

- Development of 22.3ha solar photovoltaic park on land 120m south of village, with attendant 
equipment and infrastructure (EIA) (MAJOR) 

14/00393/HOUSE Branden Biddenden Road, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Conversion of oast roundel to provide ancillary accommodation, insertion of additional window 
at ground floor level on east elevation, new metal flue (LB) 

14/00394/LBC Branden Biddenden Road, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Conversion of oast roundel to provide ancillary accommodation, 
including reroofing; insulation; new lead apex capping; repointing external walls; new window on 
the east elevation at ground floor level; replacement of existing windows; underpinning of existing 
brickwork; new waterproofed and insulated ground floor construction; new staircase; construction 
of shower room; insulation of wood burning stove and metal flue; new flooring (LB) 

14/00397/LBC Branden Biddenden Road, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Single-storey extension to south elevation; replace felt roof over existing 
single-storey extension with lead; removal of three chimneystacks; replacement of existing 
windows; removal of internal walls and doors; removal of existing timber stair together with newel 
post supports and construct floor over to provide storage at first floor level; renovate existing metal 
windows; reconfiguration of internal layout forming new kitchen and utility room; remove internal wall 
between dining room and hallway; removal of internal walls and cupboards at first floor level; new 
partition walls at ground, first and second floor levels; removal of fire places (LB) 

14/00582/FULL Cherrybrook Farm Golford Road, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Conversion of barn into dwelling, new detached garage, vehicular access and parking area (LB) 

14/00591/LBC Cherrybrook Farm Golford Road, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Conversion of redundant barn into residential use (LB) 
14/00556/HOUSE Three Chimneys Oast Bedgebury Road, Goudhurst 

- Two bay garage and store (LB) 

14/00608/HOUSE Rams Hill Maidstone Road, Horsmonden 

- Replace existing kennel with outbuilding comprising kennel and store (LB) 

14/00546/LBC 1 Down Farm Oasts The Down, Lamberhurst 

- Listed Building Consent - Replace existing domestic type front door with agricultural type front 
door (LB) 

14/00613/HOUSE 28A Cambridge Street Royal Tunbridge Wells, Park 

- Proposed dormer to main roof (CA) 

14/00649/HOUSE The Coach House 5 Camden Hill, Park 

- Minor Material Amendment in relation to 13/01705/HOUSE: Detached garden annexe - Soil pipe 

and extract vent have been installed which were not on the approved drawings (CA) 
14/00657/FULL AXA PPP Healthcare Limited International House, Park 

- Minor Material Amendment in relation to TW/12/03078/FULMJ: Demolition of link-detached 
single storey building. Erection of a 3 storey linked extension to side (north) elevation of the main 
building to create additional office floor space and the erection of a single storey building to the 
rear to create decked car parking spaces, with the addition of car parking spaces and landscaping 

- removal of decked parking area and ramp and alterations to parking layout (MAJOR) (CA) 
(DEVPLN) Departure from the Development Plan (PROW) Affecting A Public Right of way (CA) 
Affecting a Conservation Area (LB) Affecting a Listed Building (MAJOR) Major Applications 
(MAST) Mast Applications (EIA) Applications Accompanied by an ElAStatement. 

You may view these applications on our website (www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk), at the The Old Fire 
Station, Stone Street, Cranbrook or at Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells. We accept 
comments online, by email to planningcomments@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or in writing to the 
address below. Comments should be made within 21 days from the date of this notice,although 
we may accept them after this date. 

You should quote the reference and be aware that we make all comments available for inspection, 
placing them on the file and publishing them on the internet. We do not publish signatures, 
telephone numbers or email addresses on the internet. 

James Freeman 

Head of Planning Services, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells TNI IRS 

Dated: 15 March 2014 


Tunbridge , 
Wells borough 

, 1 Council 


THE MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Town and Country Planning Act 
Notice of Applications 

MA/14/0070/S - WIERTON HALL FARM COTTAGE, WIERTON ROAD, BOUGHTON MONCHELSEA, 
MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME 17 4 JW - Alterations to windows and new entrance porch. Reason: 3 
MA/14/0182/N - APARTMENT 6, RUMWOOD COURT, SUTTON ROAD, LANGLEY, MAIDSTONE, KENT, 
ME 17 3 NN - Listed building consent for the removal of non-load bearing partition wall. Reason: 3 
MA/14/0185/N - CYGNET COTTAGES, SANDWAY ROAD, LENHAM, KENT - Proposed new single storey 
dwelling. Reason: 9 

MA/14/0231/S - HENHURST FARM SHOP, HENHURST FARM, PINNOCK LANE, STAPLEHURST, 
TONBRIDGE, KENT, TNI 2 OHD - Extension to farm shop permitted under MA/ 01 / 0553 . Reason: 7,10 
MA/14/0237/S - FORGE HOUSE AND MAXTEDS, HIGH STREET, STAPLEHURST, KENT, TNI 2 OAG - 
Refurbishment, extensions and alterations. Reason: 2 

MA/14/0286/N - CHAPEL MILL FARM, EAST LENHAM ROAD, LENHAM, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME 17 2 BJ 
- Residential annexe for use by applicants inlaws. Reason: 1 

MA/14/0308/N - HAZLITT THEATRE, EARL STREET, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME 14 1 PL - Listed building 
consent for the attachment of new purple backing to 2no existing fascia signs to the front elevation. 

Reason: 3 

MA/14/0309/N - THE VINE, RECTORY LANE, HARRIETSHAM, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME 17 1 HP - Erection 
of new porch, removal of existing storage unit, and erection of new detached double garage with 
store. Reason: 2 

MA/14/0319/S - LINTON PARK, HEATH ROAD, LINTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME 17 4 AB - An application 
for planning permission for the removal of a defective undercroft structure to courtyard (east) side, 
and replacement with a ragstone retaining wall and balustrading to match existing. Reason: 1 
MA/14/0320/S - LINTON PARK, HEATH ROAD, LINTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME 17 4 AB - An application 
for listed building consent for the removal of a defective undercroft structure to courtyard (east) side, 
and replacement with a ragstone retaining wall and balustrading to match existing. Reason: 3 
Reasons for advertisement key: 

1 - Applications affects the setting of a Listed Building. 

2 - Application affects the setting of a Conservation Area. 

3 - Application is for Listed Building Consent. 

7 - Application affects a Public Right of Way. 

9 - Application does not accord with the Local Plan. 

10 - Application is of general Public Interest. 

Copies of applications listed can be viewed on our website www.maidstone.gov.uk or at Maidstone 
Gateway, Maidstone (Monday to Friday 8 . 30 am to 5 . 30 pm, and Saturday 9 am to 1 pm). Any 
representations should be made in writing to me by no later than 30th March 2014, quoting the 
application number. 

Rob Jarman, Head of Development Management, Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone House, 

King Street, Maidstone, Kent ME 15 6JQ. Dated: 16 th March 2014 


BE PART OF f OUR COMMUNITY 


16, 2014 



PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF ASHFORD 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH AU81 
IN ASHFORD 
PUBLIC FOOTPATH AU81 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council intends to temporarily close 
Public Footpath AU8i, between its junction with 
North Street and its junction with Hardinge Road from 
the 31st March 2014. 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months, 
although it is expected that it will reopen sooner. 

The path is to be closed because works are planned 
near it and there is a likelihood of dangerto users. 
The alternative route is via North Street and Hardinge 
Road and will be signed forthe duration of the 
closure. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Faye Faiers 
Contact Centre no. 03000 417171 
Or for further details on temporary closures on the 
Rights of Way network see: 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 


PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF MAIDSTONE 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH KMX14 
IN MAIDSTONE 
PUBLIC FOOTPATH KMX14 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council has made an Order the effect of 
which is to temporarily close Public Footpath KMXi4, 
between Station Road and Buckland Hill (Maidstone 
East and Maidstone Barracks stations) from the 7 
April 2014. 

The path will be initially closed for a period of two 
weeks to enable resurfacing and improvement work 
to be completed. There may be further short periods 
of closure associated with improvement work to the 
High Level Bridge up until 1 October 2014, although 
these will be kept to a minimum to avoid disruption 
to the public. 

The alternative route is via Station Road, St Faiths 
Street, Fairmeadow and St Peters Street. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Graham Rusling 
Contact Centre no. 03000 417171 
Or for further details on temporary closures on the 
Rights of Way network see: 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 


NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER 

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 

WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(PUBLIC FOOTPATH KM4 (PART) TESTON) 

PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION AND DEFINITIVE MAP AND 
STATEMENT MODIFICATION ORDER 2013 
On 3rd March 2014 The Kent County Council 
confirmed the above Order under Section 119 of the 
Highways Act 1980. 

The effect of that Order as confirmed is to divert 
the entire width of that length of public footpath 
KM4 which commences from NGR TQ 7084 5314 
(Point A) on the Order plan and runs in a southerly 
direction adjacent to the riverbank for a distance of 
54 metres to NGR TQ 7083 5308 (Point B) and will 
add a new length of public footpath numbered KM4 
with a width of 2 metres, which commences from the 
aforementioned Point A, and runs in a south westerly 
and then south easterly direction for 55 metres to the 
aforementioned (Point B). 

All directions general, all distances approximate. 

A copy of the Order as confirmed and the Order Map 
have been placed and may be seen free of charge at 
the Offices of Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone 
House, Kings Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 6JQ or 


at the Kent County Council, Public Rights of Way 81 
Access Service, Invicta House, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 
1XX. Copies of the Order and Map may be purchased 
there at the price offs. 

The Order comes into force on 31st March 2014, but 
if a person aggrieved by the Order wants to question 
its validity, or that of any provision contained in it, 
on the ground that it is not within the powers of the 
Highways Act 1980, as amended, or on the ground 
that any requirement of the Act, as amended, or of 
any regulation made underthe Act which has not 
been complied with in relation to the Order, he or 
she may under Paragraph 2 of Schedule 2 to the Act 
as applied by Paragraph 5 of Schedule 6 to the Act, 
within 6 weeks from the 16th March 2014, make an 
application to the High Court. 


PROW - IN THE DISTRICT OF THANET 


NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH TE37 
IN THE PARISH OF MINSTER 
PUBLIC FOOTPATH TE37 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council has made an Order the effect of 
which is to temporarily close Public Footpath TE37, 
between its junction with Durlock and Church Street 
and its junction with Public Footpath TE40 from the 
14th March 2014. 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months, 
although it is expected that it will reopen before April 
2014. 

The path is closed because maintenance and 
upgrading works to the rail crossing are to be carried 
out and there is a likelihood of dangerto users. 

The alternative route is via Public Footpath TE40 and 
will be signed forthe duration of the closure. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Michael Ellis 
Contact Centre no. 03000 417171 
Or for further details on temporary closures on the 
Rights of Way network see: 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 


PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF 
TONBRIDGE AND MALLING 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH MU30 
IN TONBRIDGE 
PUBLIC FOOTPATH MU30 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY 
RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council intends to temporarily close 
Public Footpath MU30 (River Walk), between its 
junction with NewWarf Road and its junction with 
High Street from the 31st March 2014. 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months. 
The path is to be closed because flood wall repairs 
works are planned near it and there is a likelihood of 
dangerto users. 

The alternative route is via New Warf Road and 
Tonbridge High Street and will be signed forthe 
duration of the closure. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Michele 
Snoding 

Contact Centre no. 03000 417171 

Or for further details on temporary closures on the 

Rights of Way network see: 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 


Public Rights of Way and Access Service 

Kent County Council 

Invicta House 

County Hall 

Maidstone 

Kent 

ME14 lXX Dated: 16th March 2014 


For further information, please contact 
Kent Public Rights of Way and Access Service, 
on 03000 417171 (local rate) Mon-Fri 9am-spm 
orvisitwww.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccess 


Kent 

County 

Council 

kent.gov.uk 
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HIGHWAYS 


HIGHWAYS - ASHFORD AREA 


CHEESEMANS GREEN LANE, ASHFORD 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

To allow safe access to overhead phone network 
for cabling works, Kent County Council has made an 
Order to temporarily prohibit through traffic on part of 
Cheesemans Green Lane, Ashford. 

Cheesemans Green Lane will be closed between the 
junctions with Highfield Lane and South Stour Road. 
Off-peak closures are planned to commence from 18 
March 2014 for up to 3 days, between 09:30 hours and 
15:30 hours each day. 

The alternative route is via Highfield Lane Kingsford 
Street, Blind Lane, Flood Street and South Stour Road. 


EGERTON ROAD, PLUCKLEY (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

Because of works to provide a new water connection, 
Kent County Council intends to make an Orderto 
temporarily prohibit through traffic on part of Egerton 
Road, Pluckley. 

Egerton Road will be closed in the vicinity of Prebbles 
Hill. 

A closure is planned to commence from Saturday 5 April 
2014 at 09:30 hours through until Sunday 6 April at 
17:00 hours. 

The alternative through route is via Pivington Lane, 
Hunger Hatch Lane, Pluckley Road, Smarden Road and 
Egerton Road. 

Access remains from either direction up to where 
Egerton Road is closed, but there will be no through 
access during these works. 


THE PINNOCK, PLUCKLEY (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

Because of water mains replacement works, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Orderto temporarily prohibit 
through traffic on part of The Pinnock, Pluckley. 

The Pinnock will be closed between the junctions with 
Smarden Road and Rose Farm Road. 

A closure is planned to commence from 1 April 2014 with 
estimated completion by 23 May 2014. 

The alternative route is via Smarden Road and Rose 
Farm Road. 

Due to the nature of these works, it will not be possible 
to re-open the road outside the working hours. 


POUND LANE, SMEETH (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

Because of excavations in the carriageway to install an 
electricity cable, Kent County Council has made an Order 
to temporarily prohibit through traffic on part of Pound 
Lane, Smeeth. 

A closure is planned to commence from 17 March 2014 
for up to 5 days. 

Pound Lane will be closed outside Warren Cottage, to 
the north east of the junction with Plain Road. There 
is access from either direction up to where the road is 
closed, but no through access. 

The alternative route is via Plain Road and Canterbury 
Road. 

Due to the nature of the works, it will not be possible to 
re-open the road outside the working hours. 


HIGHWAYS - CANTERBURY AREA 


BROAD OAK LEVEL CROSSING, STURRY (PROHIBITION 
OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER MARCH 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

Because of level crossing maintenance and repair 
works, Kent County Council has made an Order to 
temporarily prohibit through traffic on Broad Oak Level 
Crossing, Sturry. 

Broad Oak Road, Sturry will be closed at Broad Oak Level 
Crossing 

A closure is planned to commence from Sunday 23 
March 2014 at 08:00 hours through until Monday 24 
March at 04:oohrs. 

The alternative route is via Vauxhall Road, A28 Sturry 
Road, A28 Mill Road, A291 Sturry Hill, Sweechgate and 
Shalloak Road. 


EVERSLEIGH RISE, WHITSTABLE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

Because of works to provide sewerage services to a new 
development, Kent County Council has made an Orderto 
temporarily prohibit through traffic on part of Eversleigh 
Rise, Whitstable. 

A closure is planned to commence from 17 March 2014 
for up to 3 weeks. 

Eversleigh Rise will be closed in the vicinity of numbers 
93-99- 

Access for properties 101-125 will be via Golden Hill, 


with the temporary removal of the bollards that normally 
prevent access. 


FAVERSHAM ROAD, SEASALTER 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

To allow repairs to the railway bridge to be safely 
carried out, Kent County Council has made an Orderto 
temporarily prohibit through traffic on part of Faversham 
Road, Seasalter. 

Overnight closures are planned to commence from 17 
March 2014 for up to 2 nights, from 21:30 hours through 
until 05:30 hours each night. 

Faversham Road will be closed in the vicinity of the 
railway bridge, with access from either direction up to 
the point of closure, but no through access. 

The alternative routes are 

Westbound via Seasalter Lane, A299Thanet Way, Staple 
Street, Staple Street Road, Head Hill, Head Hill Road and 
Seasalter Road 

Eastbound via Seasalter Road, Head Hill Road, Head Hill, 
Whitstable Road, A299 Thanet Way, A2990 (Old) Thanet 
Way, B2205 Borstal Hill, Joy Lane and Faversham Road. 
Due to the nature of the works, it will not be possible to 
re-open the road outside the working hours. 


ST STEPHEN’S LEVEL CROSSING, CANTERBURY 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER MARCH 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

To allow level crossing maintenance works to be 
safely carried out, Kent County Council has made an 
Order prohibiting through traffic on St Stephen’s Level 
Crossing, Canterbury, as shown below. 

St Stephen’s Road will be closed in the vicinity of the 
level crossing. 

Closures are planned as follows 

Monday 17 March 2014 at 23:00 hours through until 

04:30 hours 

Sunday 23 March 2014 at 01:00 hours through until 

Monday 24 March at 04:30 hours 

The alternative route is via St Stephen’s Road, Station 

Road West, St Dunstan’s Street, Forty Acres Road, 

Beaconsfield Road, St Stephen’s Hill and St Stephen’s 

Green. 

The alternative pedestrian route is via St Stephen’s 
Court, St Stephen’s Path, Station Road West and St 
Stephen’s Road 


VARIOUS ROADS, HERNE BAY (HERNE BAY MARKET) 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

Because of works in connection with the re-location 
of Herne Bay Market, Kent County Council intends to 
make an Orderto temporarily prohibit through traffic 
on sections of certain roads in Herne Bay, on or after 31 
March 2014. 

The roads affected and alternative routes are as shown 
below. Only one road will be closed at any one time. 
BANK STREET will closed in phases on or after 31 March, 
between the junctions with High Street and Mortimer 
Street (possibly extending to Charles Street) 

The alternative route is via High Street, Canterbury Road 
and Mortimer Street 

WILLIAM STREET will be closed between the junctions 

with High Street and Mortimer Street 

The alternative route is via High Street, Canterbury Road, 

Central Parade and William Street 

MORTIMER STREET will be closed between the junctions 

with William Street and Bank Street 

The alternative route is via William Street, Central 

Parade, Canterbury Road, Charles Street and Bank 

Street. 

The exact dates of the William Street and Mortimer 
Street closures depend on progress and weather 
conditions, and will be notified locally and signposted 
on site. 

The one-way traffic orders in respect of Bank Street, 
William Street and William Street may be suspended 
as and when required, to allow essential access, as 
indicated by signage on site. 

Due to the nature of these works, it will not be possible 
to re-open the roads outside the working hours. 


HIGHWAYS - GRAVESHAM AREA 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (VARIOUS ROADS, 
BOROUGH OF GRAVESHAM) 

(PROHIBITION OF STOPPING OUTSIDE SCHOOLS) 
(AMENDMENT NO 1) ORDER 2004 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
proposes to make the above named Order under 
sections 1(1), 2(1) to (3), 3(2), 4(1) and (2), 32(1), 

35(1), 45, 46, 49 and 53 of the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984, and of all other enabling powers, and 
after consultation with the Chief Officer of Police in 
accordance with Paragraph 20 of Schedule 9 to the Act: 
The effect of the Order will be (a) to revoke the current 
restrictions that apply in Dover Road, Northfleet and 
(b) prohibit stopping outside St Botolph’s Church of 
England Primary School between 8.00am and 9.30am or 


between 2.30pm and 4.00pm on Mondays to Fridays at 
the following locations:- 
DOVER ROAD, NORTHFLEET 

On the northern side from a point 26.59m east of the 
property boundary of 100 and 102 Dover Road for a 
distance of 37.56 metres eastwards; and 
On the northern side from a point 64.25 metres east 
of the property boundary of 100 and 102 Dover Road 
fora distance of 37.56 metres eastwards. 

Full details are contained in the draft Orderwhich, 
together with the relevant plans, any Orders amended 
by the proposals and a statement of reasons for 
proposing to make the Order may be examined during 
normal office hours at Kent County Council, Ashford 
Highway Depot, Javelin Way, Ashford, Kent, TN24 8AD 
and at County Hall, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XQ. 

If you wish to offer support for or object to the proposed 
Orderyou should send the grounds in writingto Traffic 
Schemes Team, Kent County Council Highways and 
Transportation, Ashford Highway Depot, 4 Javelin Way, 
Henwood Industrial Estate, ASHFORD, TN24 8AD or by 
email to TRO@kent.gov.uk by noon on 7 April 2014. 


HIGHWAYS - MAIDSTONE AREA 


REDWALL LANE, LINTON/HUNTON 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

Because it is necessary to replace 1400m of drinking 
water main and related services, Kent County Council 
intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 
Redwall Lane, Linton/Hunton, on or after 1 April 2014 for 
up to 5 months or until the works have been completed. 
The road will be closed from Laceys Lane to George 
Street. 

The alternative route is via A229 Linton Hill, B2163 
Heath Road, Upper Hunton Hill, Hunton Hill and East 
Street. 


RUNHAM LANE, LENHAM (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

Because it is necessary to replace a telegraph pole, 
Kent County Council has made an Order prohibiting 
through traffic on Runham Lane, Lenham, on or after 17 
March 2014 for up to 1 day or until the works have been 
completed. 

The road will be closed outside “The Oast House”. 

The alternative route is via Sandway Road, Headcorn 
Road and Lenham Road. 


TERRACE ROAD, MAIDSTONE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

Because it is necessary to access an underground 
structure and cabling for a new fibre connection, Kent 
County Council has made an Order prohibiting traffic 
turning right from Terrace Road on to A20 London Road 
on or after 17 March 2014 for up to 2 nights between 
23.30hrs and os.oohrs or until the works have been 
completed. 

The alternative route is via A20 London Road 
northbound, round the 20/20 roundabout and 
southbound A20 London Road. 


VARIOUS ROADS, MAIDSTONE (RESURFACING) 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING & SUSPENSION OF WEIGHT 
RESTRICTION) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

To allow a programme of carriageway resurfacing works 
to be carried out, Kent County Council intends to make 
an Order to restrict traffic on various roads in Maidstone, 
as shown below. 

The Order will become effective on or after 6th April 
2014 for up to 2 weeks between 2i.oohrs and os.oohrs, 
or until the works have been completed. 

SCHEDULE 

Running Horse Roundabout, Boxley 

The full gyratory of the roundabout will be closed. 
Diversion via A229 Chatham Road/Royal Engineers 
Road/Fairmeadow 

Forstal Road, Boxley 

Closed from The Running Horse Roundabout for 100 
metres 

Diversion via Forstal Road, Station Road, Hall Road, A20 
London Road, A229 Fairmeadow/Royal Engineers Road/ 
Chatham Road 

Sandling Lane, Boxley 

Closed from Boarley Lane to A229 Cobtree Roundabout 
Diversion via Sandling Lane and Penenden Heath Road 


A 229 Chatham Road, Boxley 

Closed from the exit slip of the roundabout for its entire 
length 

Diversion via A229 Blue Bell Hill/Lord Leas Roundabout, 
A229 Blue Bell Hill/Chatham Road/Royal Engineers 
Road/Fairmeadow 

Bailey Bridge Road, Aylesford 

Temporary suspension of weight 7.5 ton restriction 

A 229 Royal Engineers Road 

Closed from the slip road of the roundabout for its entire 
length 


HIGHWAYS - SEVENOAKS AREA 


B2026 STATION ROAD, EDENBRIDGE, SEVENOAKS 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

Because of the application of high friction surfacing, 
Kent County Council has made an Order prohibiting 
through traffic on B2026 Station Road, Edenbridge, 
Sevenoaks, on or after 23rd March 2014 for up to 1 night 
between 20:00 hrs to 05:oohrs or until the works have 
been completed. 

The road will be closed 50m in both directions from 
a point 30m south of Westways and there will be no 
access for through traffic 
at this location. 

The alternative route is FOR LIGHT VEHICLES ONLY NOT 
SUITABLE FOR HGVs: B2027 Four Elms Road, Bough 
Beech Road, Clinton Road, Chequers Hill, HeverRoad, 
High Street and Mont St Aignan Way. 


WEALD ROAD, SEVENOAKS (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

Because Cappagh Morrison require access for a Sewer 
Connection, Kent County Council intends to make 
an Order prohibiting through traffic on Weald Road, 
Sevenoaks on or after 5th April 2014 for up to 14 days or 
until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed outside 1 Weald Road. 

There will be no access for through traffic at this 
location. 

The alternative route is via A225 Tonbridge road, 
Gracious Lane and Weald Road. 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF 
TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION 
(SPECIAL EVENTS) ACT 1994 SECTION 16A 
DARENTH VALLEY 10K VARIOUS ROADS SEVENOAKS 
Kent County Council gives Notice that owing to the 
likelihood ofdangerto the public whilst an event is 
being held on the highway on 6th April 2014 between 
the hours of o8:3oam-io:3oam, Kent County Council 
intends to make an Order as noted in Schedule 1 the 


effect will be to temporarily prohibit the use of Vehicles 
on:- 


SCHEDULE 1 

Road Name: 

High Street, Eynsford Road, Eynsford 

Extent: 

Northbound from the entrance to Anthony 
Roper School to the junction with Gorse 
Hill. Southbound from 150 yards North of 
Priory Lane up to the entrance to Anthony 
Roper School. 

Diversion: 

N/A 

Road Name: 

High Street, Farningham 

Extent: 

In both directions between its junction 
with Eynsford Road and Sparepenny Lane. 

Road Name: 

Sparepenny Lane, Farningham 

Extent: 

In both directions between its junction 
with High Street, Farningham and 
Riverside. 

Diversion: 

from Wested Lane/Crockenhill Lane via 
the A20 and Eynsford Road. 

Road Name: 

Lullingstone Lane, Eynsford 

Extent: 

In both directions between Riverside and 
Lullingstone Castle. 

Diversion: 

N/A 

Road Name: 

Castle Road, Eynsford 

Extent: 

In both directions between the South 
side of the entrance to Lullingstone Park 
Visitors Centre and the junction with 

Castle Farm Road. 

Diversion: 

via High Street, Shoreham and the A225. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 03000 418181 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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The Order will become effective on 30th March 2014. 
The restrictions/prohibitions specified in this notice 
will apply only during such times and to such extent as 
indicated by traffic signs in operation. 

The alternative route for the above restriction will be: as 
noted in Schedule 1. 

Nothing in the Orderwill apply to: 

• Any Vehicle being used for Ambulance purposes, 
Coastguard/RNLI, Fire Brigade or Police services. 

• Anything done by a Statutory Undertaker vehicle in 
connection with an emergency repair. 

• Anything done with the permission or at the 
direction of a KCC traffic Marshall, Event Organisers 
or a Police Constable in Uniform 

For further information please contact Kent County 
Council Roadworks North West Team on 03000 418181. 


HIGHWAYS - SWALE AREA 


HALSTOW LANE & THE STREET, LOWER HALSTOW 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

Because of works to install village gateways, Kent 
County Council intends to make an Orderto temporarily 
prohibit through traffic on sections of Halstow Lane and 
The Street, Lower Halstow, on or after 31 March 2014. 
HALSTOW LANE will be closed from 31 March 2014 for 
up to 2 days 

The closure is in the vicinity of the cricket ground. 

The alternative route is via Halstow Lane, Holywell Lane 
and Breach Lane 

THE STREET will be closed from 2 April 2014 for up to 2 
days 

The closure is in the vicinity of Neptune Bungalow, to the 

north of the junction with Vicarage Lane 

The alternative route is via Sheerness Road, Basser Hill, 

High Oak Hill, Wardwell Lane and Vicarage Lane 

Due to the nature of the works, it is unlikely that roads 

can be re-opened outside working hours 


HIGH STREET, BLUETOWN, SHEERNESS 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

Because of works to install new water connections to 
Sheerness Docks, Kent County Council intends to make 
an Orderto temporarily prohibit through traffic on part 
of High Street, Bluetown, Sheerness. 

A closure is planned to commence from 1 April 2014 for 
up to 3 days or until the works have been completed. 
High Street will be closed in the vicinity of number 31, 
with no through access between High Street and Chapel 
Street. 

The alternative route is via High Street, A249 Brielle Way 
and Chapel Street. 

The One-way Traffic Order in respect of High Street, 
Bluetown will be suspended from the roundabout 
junction with High Street to the junction with Chapel 
Street, to allow essential access from either direction up 
to where the road is closed. 

Due to the nature of these works, it will not be possible 
to re-open the road outside the working hours. 


HIGHWAYS - THANET AREA 


COXES LANE, BROADSTAIRS (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

Because of carriageway pothole repairs, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Orderto temporarily prohibit 
through traffic on part of Coxes Lane, Broadstairs. 

Coxes Lane will be closed between the junctions with 
Fairlawn Road and Northwood Road. 

Closures are planned to commence from 3 April 2014 for 
up to 2 days from 08:30 to 16:00. 

The alternative route is via Coxes Lane, A254 Margate 
Road and Northwood Road. 

V 


HARBOUR STREET, BROADSTAIRS 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

To allow building repairs to be safely carried out, Kent 
County Council has made an Orderto temporarily 
prohibit through traffic on part of Harbour Street, 
Broadstairs. 

Harbour Street will be closed in the vicinity of York Gate 
House. 

A closure is planned to commence from 17 March 2014 
with estimated completion by Friday 4 April 2014. 

There is no alternative route. Access will remain for 
pedestrians. Arrangements are in place to allow access 
for services, deliveries and emergency vehicles. 
Harbour Street car park will be closed. 

Due to the nature of these works, it will not be possible 
to re-open the road outside the working hours. 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(ST PETERS ROAD, MARGATE) 

(TOUCAN CROSSING) 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

NOTICE is hereby given that the Kent County Council, 
in exercise of its powers under section 23 of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984 and after consultation with 
the Chief Officer of Police, is installing a toucan crossing 
as perthe location in Schedule 1: 


SCHEDULE 1 


ROAD 

DESCRIPTION 

St Peters Road, 
Margate 

A position 20 metres north-west of 
the centre line of Broadley Road. 


HIGHWAYS - TONBRIDGE & MALLING AREA 


A 20 LONDON ROAD, EAST MALLING 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

Because it is necessary to lay BT ducting in the 
carriageway, Kent County Council intends to make an 
Order prohibiting traffic travelling at any speed greater 
than 3omph on A20 London Road, East Mailing, on or 
after 5 April 2014 for up to 7 days or until the works have 
been completed. 

The restriction will be from Lunsford Lane to 30m east of 
Winterfield Lane. 


PINE TREE LANE & HIGH CROSS ROAD, IGHTHAM 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

Because of carriageway patching, Kent County Council 
has made an Order prohibiting through traffic on Pine 
Tree Lane on or after 17 March 2014 and High Cross Road 
on or after 19 March 2014 for up to 2 days or until the 
works have been completed. 

The alternative route for Pine Tree Lane is via Coach 
Road and Stone Street Road and for High Cross Road is 
via A227 Tonbridge Road and Ismays Road. 


A 228 SEVEN MILE LANE, EAST PECKHAM (TEMPORARY 
30 MPH SPEED RESTRICTION) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 19841 

Because of sign clearance and hedge cutting, Kent 
County Council has made an Order prohibiting traffic 
travelling at any greater speed than 3omph on A228 
Seven Mile Lane, East Peckham, on or after 17 March 
2014 for up to 2 days or until the works have been 
completed. 

The restriction is between A26 Alders roundabout and 
B2015 Maidstone Road roundabout. 


TAYLORS LANE, TROTTISCLIFFE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

Because of remedial works, Kent County Council has 
made an Order prohibiting through traffic on Taylors 
Lane, Trottiscliffe, on or after 18 March 2014 for up to 3 
days or until the works have been completed. 


The road will be closed at the junction with Green Lane. 
The alternative route is via Vigo Hill, A227 Gravesend 
Road, A20 London Road, Ford Lane and The Street. 


HIGHWAYS - WEST KENT AREA 


VARIOUS ROADS, KENT (RESURFACING) 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

To allow a programme of carriageway resurfacing works 
to be carried out, Kent County Council has made an 
Order to restrict traffic on various roads in Kent, as 
shown below. 

The Orderwill become effective on or after 17th March 
2014 for up to 18 months, or until the works have been 
completed. 

The planned dates and times for each road closure or 
restriction are shown below, in a Schedule listed in 
alphabetical order of District. 

Planned dates will be indicated by signage displayed 
on site 14 days in advance. Road closures and other 
restrictions will be in effect when the appropriate 
signage and barriers are in place. 

Every effort will be made to keep to the schedule shown 
below. Some minor modifications may be made to dates 
and duration of works, to be advised once known. 
Adverse weather conditions may prevent some works 
being carried out on the planned dates. 

Roads that are missed will be re-scheduled, as advised 
locally and signposted on site. 

SCHEDULE 

DARTFORD 

A296 PRINCES ROAD (JUNCTION lB), DARTFORD 

Phase 1 - Princes Road eastbound approach to Junction 
1B, closed between A296 Park Road to Junction lB 
gyratory. 

Diversion will be via A296 Park Road, A226 The Brent, 
B2500 Watling Street and A296 Princes Road. 

Phase 2 - Princes Road westbound approach to Junction 
lB, closed between Gore Road to Junction lB gyratory. 
Diversion will be via B2500 Watling Street, A226 The 
Brent, A296 Park Road and A296 Princes Road. 

Closures: 28th April 2014 to 8th May 2014 - 10.00pm 
until 05.00am (excluding weekend/bank holiday 
working) 

A296 PRINCES ROAD (EASTBOUND ONLY), DARTFORD 

Closed eastbound only between Junction lB gyratory 
and Gore Road 

29th April 2014 to 2nd May 2014 - 10.00pm until 
5.00am 

Diversion will be via B2500 Watling Street, A226 The 
Brent, A296 Park Road and A296 Princes Road, (to be 
carried out in the middle of the Junction lB works above) 

B2174 ST JAMES LANE, DARTFORD 

Closed between A296 Watling Street and A226 London 
Road 

17th March to 19th March 2014 - 09:30 until 15:00 
Diversion will be via A296 Watling Street, B2500 Watling 
Street, A226 The Brent and A226 London Road 
B262 BETSHAM ROAD/SANDBANKS HILL, SOUTHFLEET 

Closed between B260 Green Street Green Road and 
Westwood Road 

6th May to 14th May 2014 - 09:30 until 15:30 (excluding 
weekends) 

Diversion will be via B260 Green Street Green Road, 

B260 Main Road, New Barn Road and B262 Station Road 



A2260 SPRINGHEAD ROAD, NORTHFLEET 

Closed between Hall Road Roundabout to Waterdales 
25th April 2014 to 30th April 2014 - 8.00pm until 
02.00am (excluding weekend) Diversion will be via A2 
Watling Street, B259, A2260 and A226 Thames Way 
Maidstone 

B2246 Fountain Lane, Barming 

closed between its junction with A26 Tonbridge Road 
and Heath Grove. 

Diversion via the B2246 Hermitage Lane, A20 London 
Road and the A20 Terrace Road. 

22 to 25 April 2014 - 21:00 to 05:00 
Farleigh Lane, Barming 

closed between its junction with A26 Tonbridge Road 
and Glebe Lane. 

Diversion via Glebe Lane. 

22 to 25 April 2014 - 21:00 to 05:00 

SEVENOAKS 

A25 WESTERHAM ROAD, CHEVENING 

Closed WESTBOUND between A21 Sevenoaks By- 
Pass Northbound off-slip to A21 Sevenoaks By-Pass 
Southbound on-slip 

15th May 2014 to 16th May 2014 - 9.00pm until 5.00am 
Diversion will be via southbound A21 Sevenoaks 
By-Pass, exit at Riverhill and return back onto A21 
Sevenoaks By-Pass northbound. 

TONBRIDGE & MALLING 
Hall Road, Aylesford 

Closed between its junctions with Station Road and The 
Avenue 

Diversion via the A20 and Station Road 

24 April 2014-19:00 to 05:00 

A227 Shipbourne Road, Hadlow 

Closed between its junctions with Puttenden Road and 

Back Lane 

Diversion via the B245 London Road, A225 Riverhill, 
A225 Tonbridge Road, A225 High Street, A225 Dartford, 
A225 St John’s Hill, A25 Seal Road, A25 High Street, A25 
Maidstone Road, A25 Sevenoaks Road, A225 Ightham 
By-Pass, A227 Borough Green Road, A227 Bates Hill, 
A227 Tonbridge Road and the A227 Ightham Road. 

16 April 2014 - 22:00 to 05:00 
Branbridges Road, East Peckham 

Closed between its junctions with A228 Boyle Way and 
Old Road 

Diversion via the A228 Boyle Way, Maidstone Road and 
Hale Street. 

17 April 2014 - 22:00 to 05:00 

ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
A229 HIGHGATE HILL, HAWKHURST 

Closed between its junctions with the A268 and The 
Moor 

Diversion via the A268, the A21 and the A229. 

30th April 2014 to 6th May 2014 - 19:00 to 06:00 
(excluding weekend/bank holiday working) 


John Burr 

Director of Highways 81 Transportation 
Kent County Council 
Invicta House 
County Hall, 

Maidstone 

Kent ME14 lXQ Dated 16 th March 2014 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 03000 418181 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 




Whatever you are looking for 
localsearch24.co.uk will help you find it 


NEED A LOCAL MECHANIC? 


localsearch24.co.uk 


your trusted local directory 
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READER OFFER 


Holidays 


Call 01895 83 33 33< 

for bookings and information 




Holidays offered by GN Voyages, Higher Denham, Uxbridge UB9 5EL; ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 • Email: info@gnvoyages.co.uk • www.gnvoyages.co.uk • Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays, 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays. 


Princess liver Cruises by Fail *v u. 


from St I (liH i tis & Ebbsfleet 


SALE\ 

Save £40 couple 
when you 




Princess Fan Club 

"Just wanted to say thank you for 

“We thoroughly enjoyed our 

"The break was excellent. The 

"Everything was 1st class, would do 

another great Christmas market 

holiday and the trip was over much 

boat and crew fantastic. A1 

it again." 

trip." 

too soon." 

service - would like to do it again." 

Mr & Mrs Scott, Doncaster 

Mr & Mrs Kennedy, London 

Mrs Church, Lowestoft 

Mrs Sharp, Hayes 
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GN Vcyafies is exclusively chartering the mps 
Princess again to bring you a great selection of river 
cruises. She will deliver us to a host of must-see desti¬ 
nations with good food, great hospitality and plenty 
of fun along the way served up by the crew and our 
team on board. 

Affectionately nicknamed 'the ugly duckling' here at 
GN, the mps Princess has a very fine interior indeed 
accommodating just 100 guests in comfort and 
style. There is a cosy lounge-bar, and a modern 
restaurant with buffet and table service - both have 
panoramic views. Dinner is a real highlight with 4 
courses served at your table each night. At the 
Captain's Dinner enjoy 5 courses. 

Three cabin grades are available - main deck rear, 
main deck, and promenade deck - all are outside 
with window, two single beds, private facilities, TV, 
telephone and heating. All the decks - main, 
promenade and sundeck are accessible by stairs or 
stairlift. The large sundeck has chairs for all guests 
and a large canopy. 

Semi-All-inclusive 

Almost everything on board is included: beer, wine 
by the glass, Dutch spirits & soft drinks served at 
lunch & dinner and from 6pm to midnight at the bar. 
PLUS: buffet breakfast & lunch; morning & afternoon 
tea/coffee & cakes; dinner served at your table and 
late night snacks. 

Travel tc the Princess 

Travel is by mid-morning Eurostar from St Pancras 
and Ebbsfleet to Brussels - journey time is around 2 
hours. We then take you to the Princess by coach, 
either directly, or with an interesting visit en route - 
see individual cruise itinerary. The journey home is 
just as easy. 

*Note: For the Rhine cruise we continue from 
Brussels by train to Cologne, or you can fly from 
Gatwick. In November and December some Eurostar 
trains are to or from Lille. 


All cruises include 

• Return Eurostar rail travel 
from London St Pancras or 
Ebbsfleet to Brussels (*Rhine 
in Flames also by air from 
Gatwick) 

• Semi-all-inclusive cruise on 
the mps Princess 

• Main Deck rear, outside, twin 
bed cabin with private 
facilities (grade MR2). No 
single cabins available 

• Entertainment 

• Transfers abroad 


■**■*■*■ 


*The Rhine in Flames by Rail & Air 



Free Drinks 
| Over 40s Only 
Entertainment 


2 October, 2014 


This fun-packed cruise passes romantic hilltop castles and 
picturesque vineyards, and visits historic riverside towns 
including Andernach, Rudesheim, Koblenz and Boppard, 
where you'll see the Rhine in Flames festival. Originally 
held to celebrate the grape harvest, this spectacular 
pyrotechnics show features an illuminated flotilla of 
riverboats and curtains of fire, bathing the riverbanks and 
landmarks in a magical glow. 

Ports & Places: Cologne > Andernach > Rudesheim > 
Boppard - Rhine in Flames festival > Koblenz > Cologne 


5 days Semi-All Inclusive from £649pp 
Cabin: MR2 £649; MD2 £699; PD2 £789 
Quote: RHIO-KOS 


The Great War & Armistice Day in Ypres 



8 November, 2014 

This thought-provoking, yet light-hearted cruise through 
history combines some significant places and 
commemorations associated with the First World War, 
including Armistice Day in Ypres, the story of the First 
and Last in Mons and the Plugstreet 14-18 experience. 
You will also visit Belgium's most historic and beautiful 
cities - Brussels, Gent and Bruges. 

Ports & Places: Antwerp > Brussels > Mons > Gent > 
Ypres -11th November Armistice Day commemorations 
& In Flanders Fields Museum > Bruges > Plugstreet 14-18 
Experience 


6 days Semi-All Inclusive from £699pp 
Cabin: MR2 £699; MD2 £749; PD2 £839 
Quote: WW11-KOS 


Belgium & Holland Christmas Party 
with Valkenburg Christmas Market 

Caves 21 November, 2014 

Ports & Places: Hasselt - Winter Wonderland > 
Maastricht > Valkenburg - Christmas Markets Caves 
> Optional Aachen Christmas Market, Germany 


4 days Semi-All Inclusive from £379pp 
Cabin: MR2 £379; MD2 £419; PD2 £509 
Quote: PC11-3-KOS 


Bruges & Valkenburg Christmas 
Markets & Ypres 24 November, 2014 

Ports & Places: Maastricht > Valkenburg - Christmas 
Markets Caves* > Antwerp > Ypres - In Flanders WW1 
Fields Museum > Bruges Christmas Market 


5 days Semi-All Inclusive from £479pp 
Cabin: MR2 £479; MD2 £529; PD2 £629 
Quote: PC11-4-KOS 


Christmas Markets Spectacular 
Lille, Bruges, Ypres & Brussels 

28 November & 1 December, 2014 

Ports & Places: Lille Christmas Market > Bruges Christmas 
Market > Ypres small Christmas Market & In Flanders 
Fields WW1 Museum* > Brussels Christmas Market 


4 days Semi-All Inclusive from £379pp 
Cabin: MR2 £379; MD2 £419; PD2 £509 
Quote: PC11-5/6-KOS 
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Sport 

The legend 
may have 
gone but 
his name 
lives on at 
Priestfield 


Jake Hessenthaler has the unenviable 
task of picking up where his father 
Andy left off. The pair talk to Greg 
Miles about being a footballing family. 


U 


H E still goes on 
about the goal at 
Stoke,” says Jake 
Hessenthaler, re¬ 
ferring, of course, 
to his dad’s dramatic wonder-goal in 
the 1999/2000 play-off semi-final. 

But this week Hess the younger 
certainly gave himself plenty to boast 
about around the dinner table with 
his dad after netting a 40-yarder that 
went in off the bar in the win over 
Coventry City on Tuesday, his first 
goal in Gills colours. 

Not a bad way to open his account, 
but it does not quite have the fate¬ 
defining edge of his father’s, which 
ensured the first leg against the Pot¬ 
ters finished 3-2 in the depths of inju¬ 
ry time. That goal kept the Gills in it 
as they won 3-0 after extra-time back 
at Priestfield and then beat Wigan 
Athletic in the final to reach the dizzy 
heights of the First Division for the 
first time. 

A few weeks later, manager Peter 
Taylor left for Premier League Leices¬ 
ter City and Hessy took up the player- 
manager role that cemented his place 
in the club’s folklore. 

So it is quite understandable if his 
now-teenage son Jake feels a little 
daunted at the prospect of following 
in Dad’s footsteps. 

Quite rightly proud of what his 
tough-tackling father achieved, he 
admits he will be pleased if he gets 
half as far in his career, which has 
developed this year with 13 first- 
team appearances under Taylor, now 
back at Priestfield 14 years on from 
when he left. 
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“I started knowing more and more 
about what he did as I got older and 
I’m proud of what he’s done,” he said. 

Although he may not remember it 
too well, he was often on the Priest¬ 
field pitch in the warm-ups, scoring 
in the Rainham End as a child. But he 
does have a few memories of watch¬ 
ing his dad in action, and particularly 
of his mum not wanting to join him. 

“She didn’t like watching Dad,” he 
said. “She knew he would make a bad 
tackle or get sent off or something like 
that. The one game I remember really 
well was Sheffield Wednesday. 

“Leon Knight was going down the 
wing and my old man came across 
and snapped him in half. He got sent 
off. I remember when he rugby- 
tackled someone as well.” 

That red card was back in 2002, 
the year Jake joined Chelsea’s acade¬ 
my, having impressed at one of their 
soccer schools in Canterbury. 

“I enjoyed my time there. I got a 
good upbringing with the coaches 
and the technical side of things,” said 
Jake, who signed a four-year deal 
with Gills in January. 

“When I signed for Chelsea, Zola 
was still playing. He was the best 
player there and we could get their 
autographs at the time. Jose Mourin- 
ho turned up when I was 12. He came 
to training and I met him. That was 
amazing.” 

The competitive nature of a Pre¬ 
mier League academy saw Hess 
pushed down the pecking order and 
caused him to fall out of love with the 
game. 

“When I was getting older there 



FOLLOWING FOOTSTEPS: Jake Hessenthaler has broken into the first team at Gillingham this season and has 
caught the eye with a run of steady performances while drawing comparisons with his father, Gills hero Andy 


and you’re not playing you don’t get 
to go on tours and things,” he said. 

“It hit me hard and I didn’t enjoy it 
for the last year I was there. I could 
have stayed another year, but they 
told me I wouldn’t get anything be¬ 
yond that so I decided to leave and 
look for a scholarship. 

“I fell out of love with football at the 
time and started playing a lot of golf. I 
started liking it more than football at 
the time. 

“But I came here at 16 and did my 
scholarship. The first year I was in 
and out, playing right-back or left- 
back. The second year we were flying 
in the youth league.” 

During that time his dad has been 

kk The one game I 
remember well was 
Sheffield Wednesday. 
Leon Knight was going 
down the wing and 
my old man snapped 
him in half 


Jake Hessenthaler, 

on watching his dad, Andy, play 

KEA 


there when he can to watch him play 
and obviously has advice to give. 

“He’s still my harshest critic now,” 
said Jake. “It helped me as I got older 
- there’s no point telling me I had a 
good game if I didn’t. 

“When I wake up in the morning 
he’s still in bed and when I come 
home he’s out coaching and at week¬ 
end’s he’s scouting. I don’t see him 
that much. But he’s still on at me to 
get in the gym or eat better. 

“I didn’t think about being like my 
dad, but I did want a bit of his passion 
and aggression. Because I was 
brought up at Chelsea we got taught 
to play more technically. 

“The game has changed since he 
played - you can’t go around two- 
footing people any more. You have to 
be a better tackier.” 

Jake displayed plenty of that tech¬ 
nical ability with his goal against 
Coventry on Tuesday, which sadly his 
father missed as he was elsewhere on 
a scouting trip. 

It came in the final minute when he 
picked up a headed clearance from 
Coventry keeper Joe Murphy, who 
was stranded out of his goal. 

“I tried to read what the keeper was 
going to do. I tried to read where it 
was going to go. I got there first and 
heard the crowd shout. I thought 
what have I got to lose. It crept in un¬ 


der the bar and I was delighted,” he 
said. “I didn’t try to hit it too hard, I 
just tried to get it on target. I don’t 
think I would have ever dreamed of 
scoring that - I would have taken a 
tap-in, to be honest. 

“The one at Stoke was a better oc¬ 
casion, so I might let my dad have 
that one.” 

A lthough it was his first goal 
for two years, Jake has net¬ 
ted at the Rainham End be¬ 
fore, as dad Andy recalls. 
“He was involved at a relatively 
young age when I was at Gillingham 
under Tony Pulis,” he said. “We had a 
little ritual going that he would come 
out with us for the warm-up. 

“He was about three or four at the 
time and every home game he would 
try to score in the Rainham End and 
we started winning games. 

“Tony said ‘Let him carry on doing 
that’ and he became our little mascot. 
From then onwards you could see he 
loved the game. I always thought he 
would play football. 

“Deep down you would love to see 
your son follow you into the game. I 
always thought he would develop 
into a player. I didn’t do a lot of push¬ 
ing on him.” 

Managers often bring their sons 
through a club they are at, but letting 
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kk He was about three 
or four at the time and 
every home game he 
would try to score in 
the Rainham End and 
we started winning 
games JJ 


Andy Hessenthaler, 

on his son being a lucky mascot 

Jake stay at Chelsea was a no-brainer 
as far as Andy is concerned. 

“It wasn’t a case of not wanting 
him at Gillingham, but he was doing 
well at Chelsea,” he said. “He’s had to 
take on a lot over the last few years, 
especially when your dad is working 
at the club. 

“There are always the cynics 
around that will say he’s there be¬ 
cause I was there, but it’s all down to 
Jake. It’s not me and my name. I’ve 
got a great association with the club 
and he’s carried that on.” 

Their football paths crossed for 
three years when Andy came back to 
the club as manager for the 2010/11 
and 2011/12 seasons, while he was a 
director on the board last campaign. 

“When you’re at work together, 
that’s what it is: work,” he said. 


“When we are at home it’s father and 
son. It was a working relationship, 
which is what I expected.” 

Jake’s emergence has naturally 
drawn comparisons with his father, 
and they are there to see, both being 
tenacious in the tackle and covering 
every blade of grass. However, Gills 
boss Taylor, who managed Andy in 
the promotion-winning season in 
1999/2000, feels his son might be 
better on the ball. 

“I have had a bit of stick about that, 
but Peter’s right,” said Andy. “That 
development he’s had at Chelsea I 
never had. At a young age I was play¬ 
ing out on the streets, not having an 
academy and that training. 

“It’s helped his technical side of 
the game and he’s in front of me. I 
could pass, but he’s got a bet¬ 
ter range of passing and is 
a quicker thinker.” 

As for his wife, she 
finds it just as hard 
watching her son 
these days. 

“She puts herself 
through hell,” said 
Andy. “I don’t 
know why she 
goes. Sometimes 
she watches a bit 
then goes to the bar - 
it’s understandable. 

“I’m quite comfortable 
watchimg him play 
now.” 


ANDY Hessenthaler has 
become a figure synonymous 
with the Gills on and off the 
pitch in the modern era. 

He became a fans’ favourite 
for his tough tackling and 
energetic displays after 
arriving for a reported record 
fee of £235,000 in 1996. 

He was a latecomer to the 
professional game, having 
worked as a builder while at 
non-league Dartford, 
Corinithian and Redbridge 
Forest. 

He got his big move in 1991 
when Watford signed him 
- 195 appearances later, he left 
for the Gills. 

Aside from his bustling 
displays, he scored the odd 
notable goal, too. His winner 
against Preston North End in 
the semi-final of the Division 
Two play-offs in 1998/99 set up 
that unbearably famous defeat 
to Manchester City in the final. 

The following year things 
were put right with a play-off 
final over Wigan Athletic, after 
which current manager Peter 
Taylor left. 

It paved the way for Hessy’s 
step into management as 
player-manager. He guided 
the club to their best-ever 
Football League finish of 11th 
in Division One in the 2002/03 
season. 

However, he quit in 
November the following 
season after a poor start. 

He stayed on as player but 
departed in January 2006 for 
Barnet in League Two, 

returning for the 
, 2010/11 season as 

manager until 
stepping down 
and taking up the 
director of 
football post with 
the club at the 
end of the 
2011/12 
campaign. 

Since leaving 
that role last 
year he has 
taken up a 
coaching post 
at Soccer Elite 
Football 
Academy in the 
county and is 
Championship 
side Burnley’s 
chief scout in 
the South East. 


Tough Gills 
act to follow 


■ Andy Hessenthaler 
Born: August 17, 1965 


■ Gills player stats: 

364 appearances, 29 goals 

■ Gills manager stats: 

329 games, 116 won 

35 per cent win record in two 

spells, 2000-04 and 2010-12 


■ Clubs: Corinthian, 
Dartford, Redbridge Forest, 
Watford, Gillingham, Hull, 
Barnet, Dover Athletic 
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Title-winner Allen makes 
Margate switch from Gills 


FORMER Gillingham midfielder Charlie Allen 
has signed for Margate. 

The 22-year-old, who won the League Two 
title with the Gills last season, signed for the Ry- 
man Premier club in time to make his debut in 
the 2-1 defeat to Kingstonian at the weekend. 

He left Priestfield last month after deciding to 
cancel his contract with the club in a bid to kick- 
start his stalling career. 

Allen had not played for the Gills since Octo¬ 
ber, when his father, Martin Allen, was sacked 
as manager at the club. His appearance in the 
2-0 defeat at Shrewsbury was also his father’s 
last as manager. 

He did go on loan to Tamworth in the Confer¬ 
ence Premier but played just a few minutes after 
picking up a straight red card that ruled him out 
of the rest of his time with the Lambs. 



ALLEN: Coup for Gate 



WINNER: Evans, left, in action 

Guide Evans 
wins gold at 
Sochi Games 

CHATHAM’S Charlotte Evans has 
won Britain’s first-ever Winter 
Paralympic gold medal as a guide in 
the visually-impaired skiing event in 
Sochi. 

The 22-year-old, who skis with 
visually-impaired Kelly Gallagher, 
came first in the super-G slalom in 
Russia on Monday. 

The pair set a time of 1 minute 
28.72 seconds, which clinched gold 
by 0.22 seconds. 

Evans said: “I was yelling a lot and 
she wasn’t doing what I told her, but 
finally it paid off. 

“It didn’t feel as good as we wanted 
to on the course, but who cares? We 
won a gold medal and it feels 
amazing.” 


Hutch getting set 
for BSB season 

FFX Yamaha’s Ian Hutchinson 
started testing in Spain this weekend 
ahead of the 2014 British Superbike 
Championship. 

Hutchinson, racing for the 
Folkestone-backed team, was out in 
Cartagena and Alcarras with 
team-mate Andy Reid, who will be 
riding in the Pirelli National 
Superstock 600 Championship this 
season. 

It was Hutchinson’s first ride since 
winning the Macau Grand Prix last 
November. 

Hutchinson said: “I just focused on 
doing my own thing at the tests, but 
we have really done some mileage. I 
am still learning a lot about the 
Superbike and being back on the 
circuits but it has been really good. 

“I am looking forward now to 
getting back on one of the BSB 
circuits for another test as that will 
have a bit more relevance.” 

McKain heads to 
Bromley on loan 

GILLINGHAM youngster Devante 
McKain has joined Bromley on loan 
for a month. 

The 19-year-old signed for the Gills 
from Maidenhead United in 
November 2012. He made his debut 
as a sub in the final game of last 
season and also came off the bench 
against Crawley in September. 


Clarke pens deal for BTCC challenge 


MOTORBASE Performance has un¬ 
veiled Jack Clarke as the newest driv¬ 
er in its British Touring Car Champi¬ 
onship set-up. 

The 22-year-old will race for the 


Wrotham-based team under the 
Crabbies Racing banner this season. 

He has previously been successful 
in the Formula Two championship 
and GT racing. 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

Twitter @KentSport ^ Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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SKODA approved used cars at Caffyns SKODA 



Peace of mind from SKODA 

So you know your used SKODA is in good shape, our fully qualified SKODA 
technicians give it a comprehensive workshop check before delivery. You 
don't have to worry about anything — just choose the right car for you. 

SKODA Citigo 


13/631.0 MPI 60 Sport 5dr Deep Black under 3,000 miles 

£9,995 

13/631.0 MPI 60 S 5dr Candy White under 3,000 miles 

£7,995 

13/631.0 MPI 60 S 5dr Candy White under 3,000 miles 

£7,695 

SKODA Fabia 

13/131.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr DSG Candy White under 5,000 miles 

£14,995 

13/631.6 TDI 90 SE Estate 5dr Brilliant Silver under 3,000 miles 

£13,650 

13/131.6 TDI 105 SE 5dr Estate Denim Blue under 4,000 miles 

£10,985 

10/101.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr DSG Candy White under 26,000 miles 

£10,695 

11/601.2 TSI 105 Elegance 5dr DSG Auto Black Magic Pearl under 17,000 miles 

£9,995 

11/611.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr Estate DSG Spirit Yellow under 14,000 miles 

£9,995 

11/601.2 TSI 105 Elegance 5dr DSG Black Magic under 16,000 miles 

£9,895 

11/601.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr, DSG Race Blue under 40,000 miles 

£9,750 

10/601.212V 69 Elegance 5dr Rosso Brunello under 5,000 miles 

£8,495 

10/601.6 TDI 105 Elegance 5dr Aqua Blue under 43,000 miles 

£7,995 

12/121.212V 69 SE 5dr Hatchback Brilliant Silver under 2,000 miles 

£7,995 

11/111.2 TSI 86 SE 5dr Estate Cappuccino Beige under 31,000 miles 

£7,895 

10/601.212V 69 SE 5dr Hatchback Black Magic under 20,000 miles 

£7,695 

10/59 1.212V 60 Level 1 5dr Corrida Red under 27,000 miles 

£5,295 

09/59 1.4 TDI 80 Level 1 5dr Corrida Red under 24,000 miles 

£4,995 

09/091.2 6V Level One 5dr Hatchback Dynamic Blue under 39,000 miles 

£4,450 

SKODA Rapid 

13/631.6 TD1105 SE 5dr Red Rosso Brunello 

£14,995 

SKODA Roomster 

13/131.2 TS1105 SE 5dr DSG Steel Grey under 3,000 miles 

£13,695 

13/631.2 TSI 86 SE 5dr Brilliant Silver under 1,000 miles 

£12,650 

SKODA Yeti 

13/63 1.2 TSI 105 SE Plus 5dr DSG Candy White under 3,000 miles 

£17,695 

11/61 2.0 TDI 110 SE Plus 5dr Corrida Red under 31,000 miles 

£15,995 

10/60 2.0 TD1110 SE 5dr Aqua Blue under 36,000 miles 

£13,995 

10/60 2.0 TDI 110 S 5dr Black Magic under 12,000 miles 

£13,995 

11/611.2 TSI 105 S 5dr Candy White under 21,000 miles 

£11,895 

SKODA Octavia 

13/63 2.0 TDI 150 Elegance Estate 5dr Brilliant Silver under 3,000 miles 

£21,995 

12/62 2.0 TDI CR170 vRS 5dr Estate Race Blue under 6,000 miles 

£17,650 

13/631.6 TDI 105 SE 5dr Hatchback Brilliant Silver under 3,000 miles 

£16,995 


13/131.6 TD1105 Elegance 5dr Estate Cappuccino under 10,000 miles _ £15,850 


11/11 2.0 TD1140 Elegance 5dr Estate DSG Pacific Blue under 24,000 miles 

£13,695 

11/111.6 TDI 105 Elegance 5dr Storm Blue under 13,000 miles 

£13,350 

11/11 2.0 TDI 140 Elegance 5dr Hatchback Brilliant Silver under 34,000 miles 

£11,995 

12/611.6 TDI CR Elegance 5dr Hatchback Rosso Brunello under 16,000 miles 

£11,995 

10/101.6 TDI CR Elegance 5dr Hatchback Arctic Green under 16,000 miles 

£11,995 

09/591.9 TDI Elegance 5dr Estate DSG Brilliant Silver under 34,000 miles 

£11,450 

10/10 1.9 TDI Elegance 5dr Estate Satin Grey under 48,000 miles 

£10,695 

09/59 2.0 TDI PD Laurin & Klement DSG Hatchback Stone Grey under 32,000 miles 

£9,995 

10/601.2 TS1105 S 5dr DSG Auto Storm Blue under 9,000 miles 

£9,850 

SKODA Superb 

13/63 2.0 TDI 170 Outdoor Estate 4x4 5dr Black Magic Delivery Mileage 

£25,995 

12/62 2.0 TDI 140 S 5dr Estate DSG Steel Grey under 15,000 miles 

£15,995 

10/601.9 TDI GreenLine 5dr Hatchback Brilliant Silver under 20,000 miles 

£10,995 

DSG/Automatics 

12/62 Superb 2.0 TDI 140 S 5dr Estate Steel Grey under 15,000 miles 

£15,995 

13/13 Fabia 1.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr DSG Candy White under 5,000 miles 

£14,995 

13/13 Roomster 1.2 TS1105 SE 5dr DSG Steel Grey under 3,000 miles 

£13,695 

11/11 Octavia 2.0 TDI 140 Elegance 5dr Estate DSG Pacific Blue under 24,000 miles 

£13,695 

09/59 Octavia 1.9 TDI Elegance 5dr Estate DSG Brilliant Silver under 34,000 miles 

£11,450 

10/10 Fabia 1.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr DSG Candy White under 26,000 miles 

£10,695 

11/61 Fabia 1.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr Estate DSG Spirit Yellow under 14,000 miles 

£9,995 

09/59 Octavia 2.0 TDI PD Laurin & Klement DSG Hatchback Stone Grey under 32,000 miles 

£9,995 

11/60 Fabia 1.2 TS1105 Elegance 5dr DSG Black Magic Pearl under 17,000 miles 

£9,995 

10/60 Octavia 1.2 TSI 105 S 5dr DSG Auto Storm Blue under 9,000 miles 

£9,850 

11/60 Fabia 1.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr DSG Race Blue under 40,000 miles 

£9,750 

Demonstrators 

13/63 Superb 2.0 TDI 170 Outdoor Estate 4x4 5dr Black Magic Delivery Mileage 

£25,995 

13/60 Octavia 2.0 TDI 150 Elegance Estate 5dr DSG Brilliant Silver Delivery Mileage 

£21,995 

13/63 Yeti 1.2 TS1105 SE PLUS 5dr Candy White under 3,000 miles 

£17,695 

12/62 Octavia 2.0 TDI CR 170 vRS 5dr Estate Race Blue under 6,000 miles 

£17,650 

13/63 Octavia 1.6 TDI 105 SE 5dr Hatchback Brilliant Silver under 3,000 miles 

£16,995 

13/13 Octavia 1.6 TD1105 Elegance 5dr Estate Cappuccino under 10,000 miles 

£15,850 

13/63 Rapid 1.6 TDI 105 SE 5dr Red Rosso Brunello under 3,000 miles 

£14,995 

13/13 Fabia 1.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr, DSG Candy White under 5,000 miles 

£14,995 

13/13 Roomster 1.2 TSI 105 SE 5dr DSG Steel Grey under 3,000 miles 

£13,695 

13/63 Fabia 1.6 TDI 90 SE Estate 5dr Brilliant Silver under 3,000 miles 

£13,650 

13/63 Roomster 1.2 TSI 86 SE 5dr Brilliant Silver under 1,000 miles 

£12,650 

Other makes 

10/59 VW Golf 1.6 TDI 105 BlueMotion 5dr Black under 48,000 miles 

£9,995 

09/09 VW Polo 1.4 Match 5dr Anthracite under 39,000 miles 

£5,995 

09/59 Mazda 21.3 TS2 5dr Icy Blue under 23,000 miles 

£5,995 

09/09 Vauxhall Agila 1.216V 5dr Moroccan Blue under 28,000 miles 

£4,995 


Choose from our comprehensive range of approved used vehicles in stock, all with: 

> Comprehensive parts and labour warranty 

> 1 year's free RAC Roadside Assistance 

> Multi-point vehicle inspection check 

> Vehicle status checks 

> 30 day /1,000 mile exchange 

Prices and specifications are accurate at time of print. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time and are not available in conjunction with any other offer. 
Models shown for illustrational purposes only. 


□ Caffyns SKODA Ashford 

The Boulevard 
Orbital Park 

Ashford, KentTN24 OGA 

01233 220785 
www.caffynsskoda.co.uk 
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